PheCafe of the Excrisn Wiavins and Frence Mecuants tridy Stated,

£ He Defign of the Weaves in their Bill, concained in the Préamble, is the encouragement of them in their Trade, whichis con~

feffed by all §o be neceffary ,“and véry beneficial to the whole Nation, which they fay is much difcouraged by the frequent Imper-

tation of l"}:rcign-wrought Silks , efpecially from FRaNcB, moft of which are privately conveyed hither without paying of

Cuftome, by which means the FRencu MERcHANTS ate fufficiently enabled to underfeil the W EAvERs in their Home-made
Commodities, and comfequently carry away the Trade of thefe Nations.’ ) . o

The FRENCH MERCHANTS, in anfwer to this, fay, The WBAVERs of ENGLAND are under a great Mlﬂakr, and that their difcourage-
ment is not becaufe th FR ENc MER CHANTS do not pay their Cuftomes , but becauft the WEAVERs livetoo high, and are net fo godd
}Izorkmcn, ¢c. And as the WBAVERS in their Preamble refer to the Cuftome-Houfe Books for proof, fo have they ingenioufly done

ikewife.

Therefore here followsa true Accompt of the particalar Entries of all wrought,as well as unwrought Silks in the Port of London, from
Michaelmas 1668, 10 ditro 1669, together with the Places from whence they came ; by which it will truly appear, whether the ENGLIsH
WEAvERS or the FRENCH MERCHANTS are under a Miftake : And it is humbly fubmitted to ferious Conlideration , it being conceived
by fome-eminent Merchants and Tradefmen in and about this City, to bea Matter of very high Concernment to Trade, and the general

» Intereft of the Nation.

Wrought Silks, Forreign Manufactured , Imported from

- low. d. .

Iraly —— 39457 7%

Holland —t10557 ( ——— [ i3 %

Eaft Indies-~14370 7%

Flanders — 226\ —— D92 %
France —— 6400, : 0:0
Total 710:|.wtigh( of wrought Silks, which in Subfidie paid the King — ————5268: 9:9

Threwn Silk Imported and Manufactured in England from

Iraly 87216, - ————3452: 6: O
Holland — 2878 S 1i3:18: 8
Elanders — 3027 119:16: 4 4

Total _9_);:1 weightof Thrown Silk , which in Sublidie paid the King ——3686: 1: 0 }
. Raw Silk Imported and Manufactured in Engiand from

)

Iraly 14553 345:17: 5%
Turky —— 249502 — 5925 :13: § %
Eaft Indies -- 248 S:17: 9 %
Total 2643131, weightof Raw Silk, which in Subfidie paid the King —— ——————=6277: 8: 8 }
Ferree Silk Imported and Manufattured in England from
Flanders — 7012 . we'ght , which in Sublidie paid the King " 333: 1:

Total of Silks Imported and Mannfa&. here, 364446 L. w ight,which in Subfidic paidthe King 10296 :15: 2
Total of wroughe Silks Imp. Manufat. abroad, 71010 1. wpight,which in Subfidie paid the King 5268: 9: 9
Difference in weight between them — ——293436 1, weight. Difference inSubfidie paid — 5028: 1: §

OBSERVATIONS.
Efides, to the Entries of Silks wrought up here, may be added the great Revenue that comes to theKIN G., by Dying'Stuffimported
Bwhich amounts the fame year to 9193/, 65, 8. a grear Quantity whereof is uled in the Dying of the Silks here Manufagured.

Itis worthy Obfervation, that the wrought Silks imported are doubly rated to the Silks that are manufactured here; fo that there hath
been entred at the Port of Lowdon, of wrought Silks 20101/, weight lefs than one fourth part of the Silks wrought here.

Now the FRENcit MER CHANTS fay, that we make not fo many as they import, and it is too true ; becaule we are prevented by their
unfaic Dealing : nay 'tis verily believed, and by fome of themfelves confeffed,that we make not one fixth part of the Silks that are worn in
thefe Nations; but fuppofe there were one third part made here, how greatly then is the KING wronged, and his Subjects, the Handi-
crafts men, difcouraged, when inftead of accompting at the Cuftom-houfe for 60000/, per anx.and upwards, they pay but lictle more than
5000l Sublidy ? for the Additional Duty is not to be accompted in this Calculation.

From hence it appears, that the FRENCH MsRCHANTS are greatly miftaken in their Grounds of the ENcL1sk WiavERs Difcou-
ragement in theiv Trade ; for certainly 55c00/. per ann. and upwards,with the Additional Duty added to it,efca ir}g Cuftoms, will enable
them to carry on their Trade, and confequently incourage a Forreign Intereft when the ENcrisu ARTsTs mult i ftill, although as good,
if not better Workmen thanthe FRENCH, as may be proved it occalion offers.

But to take particular Notice of the FREN c11 Manufactures of Silks imported, if the Merchants and Traders therein be obferved,they will
be tound to be moft guilty of the occafion of the WaavEeRs Complaint by their Bill ; Therefore here follows a true Accompt of what they
have entred at London and other Ports, from Michaclmas 1668, 10 ‘Ditio 1669, i

London 6400l w,
Dover 29R77. ETO(. 364621 weight of wrought Silks , which in Subfidy paid the KING 3463/,
Rye — 185, :

Itis modelﬂly conje&ured,that the FRENcH MERCHANTS Trade’ for at leaft double the Quantity in Silks more than the Natives, and
yet they enter not one ninth part in weight of Silk to what the ExcL1sn do,nor pay little more than one third in Sublidy te the King,fo that
?Ig they make a true Entry, whereas they pay 3463 /. they ought to pay 62 334/, per ansiums ; {0 that they pay thorc of their Duties in Sub-

idy 58871/, -

Butif Zhey object, that a great part of this Silk is wrought up in Ribbons, Laces, ¢c. againft that may be fet the vaft Quantities of
their Ribbons, Laces, ¢c. which are imported without paying any Duty, becaule prohibited : And befides allow them to take off
one half, for the ManufaGures of Ribbons:, and Laces made here, which is themoft they can reafonably do ; yet notwithftanding they
anfwer not their Duty by 29435/ 10 5. per anw. in Subfidy, befides a Moiety thereof for Additional Duty.

Itis obfervable, that far greater Quantities of French Silks are vended in thefe Nations than of Ztalian Silks, and yet enter not fo much in
Weight : neither do the /salsan wrought Silks fo much prejudice the Native Artifts, becaufe few or none of thofe kinds, or forts, of Silks
are here manufactured : But by the frequent Importation of French Silks and Stuffs(which are chiefly paid for with Monies, not with other
Commodities )the EnglifbArtifts are greatly diicouraged,as from others,fo egecially from the making of Fathionable figured Silks and Stuffs,
o which they are fnféd:ntly skilful, and moft inclinable to : therefore the Difcountenance of the French Silks and Stuffs is chiefly aimed at
by the WeAvERs.Bill, R

Thefe things confidered,it makes the WEAVERs wonder that the FRENcH MER caNTS fhould, in their Paper,fay,the King would lofe
po00OL.per ann.ifa Seal for their Goods be appointed (which they know is the only way to prevent their Goods from efcaping the Cuftoms,
‘and many other inconveniences by the French Trade) whereas by the Accompt aforefaid it appears, there was paid in Subfidy, for all Silks

" from Forreign parts,but little more than 8000 /. in one year. . )

Nor dothe WiavERs deﬂgua Monopoly (as is refle@ted) by this Seal, they being no way fond of that trouble, but willing to wave the
fame, if any other waav may be found as effetual to the End deﬁﬁnd brv their Bill, that is, Security of His Majefties Cuftoms and Incouirage-
ment to Englifh Attifls in their Trade. After aferious perufal hergof, it is hoped the FRENC# MBRCHANTS Reafons againft the WEA-
y;ﬁilﬂ, ;_u;’u l?‘e:‘eighed inthe Ballance with the geand End intended ; and thea no queftion but they will be found too light: All which
ds y fubmitted, . N .




