T HE g

C A S E

OF THE

Makers and Wholefale Traders in the Ma-
nufacture of Englith Bone-Lace.

Y an A& of Parliament held in the Fighth and Ninth Years of King
Wifliom 111. Ch. 24. which has been fince continued by feveral fublequent
Alts s it was Enalted, That there thould be paid to his faid Majelty, his
Heirs and Succeffors, by cvery Hawker, Pedlar, Perty-Chapman, and
every other Trading Perfon going from Town to Town, or to other Mens
Houfes, and travelling either on Foor, or with Horfe, Horles, £7c. ( ex-
cept as thercin is excepted ) carrying to Sell, or expofing to Sale, any
Goods, Wares, or Merchandifes, the Yearly Sum of 4/ And upon Payment, or giving
Security for the Duty in fuch manner as is thereby diretted, a Licenfe was to be granted to
him or her, {o to Travel or Trade.

Arnd ifany fuch Hawker, Pedlar, €c. thould be found Trading as aforefaid, without fuch
Licenfe; fuch Perfon fhould for every Oftence forfeit 12/, one Moicty to the Intormer,
the other to the Poor of the Parifh : Which Penalty was by Warrant from a Juftice of the
Peace, to be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the Offender’s Goods.

D2out0ed, That the faid A& fhould not extend to hinder the real Workers or Mukers of
Goods, €¢. from carrying abroad, or expofing to Sale, any Goods of his or her muking,
in any Mare, Fair, Mirker, or elfewhere.

The Makers and Wholefile Traders in Eng/ifh Bone-Lace, moft of them living in the
Countics of Bucks, Bedford, and other adjacent Counties, ufually come to f.ondon once a
Week to the Lace-Chambers, where they have fixed certain Shops and  Standings.
And fometimes it fo happens, thar they carry fome Goods to the Houfes or Shops of
Milliners, and other Rewilers, who are their Cuftomers: For which fome of the faid Ma-
kers, and Wholcfale Traders, have been informed againft, and forced to pav the Penalty of
12/ altho’ it is apprehended, that they are not Hawkers, Pedlars, or Perty-Chapmen,
within the Meaning of the {aid A&, for the Reafons following :

I. That by the f2id A&, fuch only were intended, who had no fixed Shops, or Standings,
where they carried on their Trades; but carried them on chicly (if not altogether) by
travelling from Place to Place.  Bur the fame was not intended to extend to thofe that
chiefly or conftandy kept and traded in certain Shops or Standings, and only cafually, car-
tied out fome Goods o the Houfts or Shops of their Cuftomers,

1. That thofz who Scil by Wholefale to the Retailers, were never intended by the faid
At 10 be obliged to ke Licenfes, but only fuch as go from Place to Place o Sell their
Goods by Retul: And only fuch can be intended or deferibed-by the Names of Pedlars, or
Petty-Chapmen.

HIL That they being Makers, as well as Wholefale Sellers of their Manutilture, are ex-
empted by the abuve-mentioned Clanfe in the {3id Bill.

N B, Thar foon after the making the fhid A&, viz. Alerch 12, 1658, upon the Pe-
tition of’ Efeeard floron preferred to the Hoult of Commons, complaining of the Hardthips
put upon them, as utorefiid. The Confideration of the {iid Petiton was reterred ro a
Committee: Which Commitiee made their Report. And thereupon it was refolved, That
the Workers of Bone-Lace, his, her, or their Children, Apprentices, Servants, or Agents;
and all Whotelile Dealers in the faid Muanutature, tho” they ¢ about from Shop o Shop
 any ot their Cuftemers who fell the {ame by Kol again, 11l not be deem’d Hawkers
and Pedlars, by the {uid A& of thie Ninth and Tenth of his Majetty s Reign,

The 1aid Makers and \Wholefale Traders having lately been difturbed ard pre fecuted
upon the Preterces atorefiid, a Bill is nmw depending tor their Refict:



