OF THE

Clothiers, Weavers, Hofiers, Merchants,Drapers, Mercers,and other Dealers in
the Woollen Manufa&ure:; with Relation to the Bill now a'{e{ena’ing, for the Transfer-
ing the Colleition of the Duty of Aulnage to the Cuftome-houfe, and give=
ing a Recompence to the Grown for the fame.

He Office of Aulnage was Conftituted for the Meafuring, Weighing, and Searching of Cloth; And to the intent that the
Dealers therein might not be deceived, the Ses/ was puton, to fignifie the Goodnefs thereof , and the Duty paid in
Confideration of the performance of that Service.

The Subfidy of Aulnage wasgranted to the Crown, in confideration of the Releafing Forfeitures, that were grievous to the
Dealers in Cloath. ) &

The Office of the Aulnagerisnow become altogether unneceffary,and no ways Anfwering the End of its firft Conftitution,and
is only continued for the Colleing the Duties due as aforefaid,and the Sea/ now only figuifies, (as a Cocquet at the Cuftom-
houfe) that the Duty is paid.

The manner of Collecting thefe Duties, is not only very chargeable to the Crown , but Extreamly Oppreffive and Burthen-
fome to the Subjeft,and a great hindrance to the Trade of the Woollen ManufaGures. )

1. Thefe Dufles are very Chargeable in the Colleing, as appears by Accounts delivered by the Farmers of the faid Du-
ties, (to the Committee appointed by the Houfe of Commons) by which-Accounts they-fet forth, That they Colleéted in one
year, from the 25 of December, 87. to the 25 December 88, e # 12344 A

Befides the Duty on Stockings, Blankets, and Rugs. 71 AR DT

By Accounts likewife delivered by the Farmers to the faid Committee, it dorhjappsaryshas they made clear of -all Charges,
from the 2.5 of March 86, to 25 March 89, (taking the mean proportion) per gunim e— — ' 7350 1

So that the Charge in Collecting, comes to per annum, above ! RN I

Edw.3.

Vi

)

i -8 Q 5000 ' .
The Rent that is now paid by the Farmers to the Dutchefs of Richmond, who:has the Granc from the Crown, is 31382
er annum S—; 7 T e . . -
4 The Fine that was paid fora Leafeof Twenty one years, was 9000‘1.‘11'{1%!1 deihg Yedugdd to a Yearly Rent :
comes to per annum — — —_— e } 900 Z
Rent and Fine comes to per annum - -— 40384
Out of which a Small Rent (by the Patgnt) is Referved to tht Crown, not exceeding per annum ermeras 2004 "
mariner of Coll:(ting thefe Dutlts is very Grievous tp all she Dealersin the Woollen Manufacures... For,
‘That in many places for the Payment of a Falf penny or Penny Duty,they are forcedto earry their Goods to fever; ear—

diftance from their Habitations to be Sealed ,” by which nieans their Goods are muchdamaged, their 5
Markets oft times Ioft, which is much more Grievous than the payment of the Duty.

That in other places they are forced to fend for Seals many Miles, and many times the Auloagerswot having Seals , the €lothes
for want thereof, have been fent up to London, or ar,z” places, where they have been Seized, and the Clothiers'put to great
Charge and Trouble to have them again.

That they make frequent Searches at the Dreflers, Dyers, Preflers, &c. And if by any accident the Seales be droped off, as it
will oftimes happen.they Seize and carry amay what they fird Unfealed. :

That they make frequent Searches at Inns, Search Waggons, or Horle Packs upon the Road , Search Fairs, Markets, Blackwel-
Hall, Cuftom-houfe Keys, Merchants and Factors, Shops and Warehoules , and where elfe they pleafe, Seize and carry a-
way what they find Unfealed.

That they enter into and Search all Retailers Shops, and Warchoufes, rifle all their Goods, difturd their Markets, Seize and car-
ryaway either whole Picces or Remmants if Unfealed , although they have been Sealed; this being fuch an Extraordinary
Grievance, the Retailers bave been forced to Yearly Contributions to ke freed from fo grear an Inconvenience, )

Thatal Goods Seized are prefently Compounded for.or elfe carryed to the Aulnagérs Houles or Offices,where the Owners are forced

2o attend and Compound, at what Rares thefe Aulnagers pleafe : Or if they refufe, then are their Goods returned into the Ex-

chequer , as Forfested to the Crowm, where they muft Sue for them ; which Remedy beingin moft cafes worfe than the Difeafe,

forceth the Complainants to fuffer the lofs of their Goods,(many times unjujtly) ratber then be at fo great a Charge and Trou-
ble #0 0bzain them again.

That although it has been made appear  that the Goods have been Seized wrongfully , yet have they refufed to deliver them again,
until certain Fees,as they pretend is due, for Porteridge,Warehoufe Room, éc. be allowed.

Thus are all the Dealers in the Woollen Manufa&ures oppreffed,and all this for a Small and Inconfiderable Duty,not amount-
ing to Five Shillings for a hundred pound value. .

Thus are the Wheeles of Trade clogged with an unneceffary Ofice, and Znreafonable Officers, who under the fpecious preten-
ces of Colle&ting and Increafing the Revenue of the Crown,have been , and ftill are very Induftrious, to Colle and Increafe
their own Profits and Gain,to /ofs, difcouragement and wexation of many Thoufand Laborious Subjedts.

For Remedy of all which Mifchiefs it has been propofed,That the Offce and Sea/ fhould be wholly taken away,and that the
Duties fhould be made payable at, the Cauffom-boufe, for fuch Manufactures only as are Exported.

For which purpofea Bill has been Four {everal times before the Parliament in former SefTions.

A Bill for the fame purpofe is now depending, and if the Rates that are now incerted in this Bill, had been Colle@ed at the
Culfom-houfe in thofe years in which the Au/nagers fet forth, That they made clear of all Charges 7350 /. they would have
produced near 8000/, per anmum, as by Accounts abftracted out of the Cu/fom-boufe Books is moft plainly to be demonttrated.

oF The Rates thatare incerted in this Bill,amounts unto about 2000 /. per amnum,more then the Rates that were Incerted in the Bilt
that was depending in the laft Seffions, and comesto about 500, per ammum more than the Aulnagers made clear of all Charges
in thofé years when their Exactions were very great. y :
It is therefore bumb}ly boped this Bill will foon be paffed into a Law,and the Dealers int he Waollen Manufaure: thereby delivered
from the Burdens and Oppreffions they bave for a long time laboured under.

it Expr;fe their



