SHE

SHEEP, in Zookgy. Sce Ovis.

Suree, in Agriculture and Rural Economy, a well-
known f{pecies or kind of live-ftock kept by the farmer.
The theep belongs to the clafs of ruminant animals, or fuch
as chew the cud, and of. which there are different {pecies,
and varieties or breeds. And in its generic charaCer it is
diftinguithed by being with or without horns, which are
hollow, wrinkled, turning backward, or intorted in a {piral
manner. Eight front teeth in the lower jaw, in the upper
none. 6
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It is evident that fheep are animals of the utmoft im-
portance to mankind, whether confidered in the light of
affording food and clothing, or in that of the vaft improve-
ment and profit which they produce in the various {yftems
of maragement to which they are fubjeGted by the farmer ;
in fome inftances conftituting a very large proportion, and
in others nearly the whole of his dependence and fupport.

.There is alfo another point of view in which they appear

cqually advantageous and interefting, which is that of their
becoming thus beneficial in fituations and upon lands that
muft otherwife be nearly if not wholly ufelefs. Alfo in the
view of affording the raw material for one of the moft ex-
tenfive ftaple manufactures of the kingdom, the advantages
which they afford are almoft incalculable.

But befides the wool, the fkins and other parts of thefe
animals afford a variety of other equally ufeful and im-
portant articles and produéls, fuch as thofe of parchment,
leather, glue, fuet, and many others, which are of great
value for different intentions and purpofes in the arts and
other ways, and which employ a great number of labourers
in forming and preparing them. In fhort, there is hardly a
part of the fheep that does not afford an ufeful and valuable
produét of fome fort or other. In ufefulnefs they may, of -
courfe, be placed at leaft next to, if not before, the cow.
In difpofition, almoft all the improved breeds are extremely
mild, tame, and gentle, which is a proof of their value as
grazing ftock : but thofe which have been lefs attended to,
or which continue more in their native or original ftate, are
much lefs tratable, as thofe which inhabit the downs,
heaths, and mountains in different parts of the ifland.

- The charaéter of ftupidity, want of fagacity, and of fome
other valuable properties, which the naturalift Buffon has
given thefe animals, feems by no means well-founded. It
1s probably the offspring of prejudice, and the improper
examination of the fubjet.

The increafe or growth of the theep continues to advance
till at leaft three years old, when it is in general confidered
as in the moft proper flate for the purpofes of the grazier,
though it is employed in this way till 2 much later period,
fometimes even till five or fix, and alfo with the view of
breeding ; but an early maturity is a property of much
confequence, efpecially for the grazier.” Of fheep, the
breeds or varieties that are difperfed over the globe are
almoft endlefs ; even in this country they are fo extremely
numerous as fcarcely to be deferibed with any corre@nefs.
The chara&eriftic circumftances by which they have been
chiefly diftinguifhed, are thofe of their poflefling horns, or
being wholly without them, and from the length or fhortnefs
and finenefs of the wool or coat, aswell asthe fituation in which
they are chiefly found. It has been ftated by lord Somer-
ville, in his-¢¢ Syftem of the Board of Agriculture,’” that all
the breeds of fheep in this kingdom may be arranged into
two clafles ; thofe which fhear the fhort ‘or clothing, and
thofe which fhear the long or combing wool. And that
the quality of the fleth in each clafs follows the chara&er
of the wool; the fhort-woolled fheep being clofe ini the
grain as to fleth, confequently heavy in the fcale, and high-
flavoured as to the tafte; the polled long-woolled fheep
more open and loofe in the grain, and larger in fize. And
by the author of ¢ The prefent State of Hufbandry in
Great Britain,”” they have been diftributed under three
general divifions, as below :

1. The mountain breed ;

2. The fhort-woolled breed ; and

3. The long-woolled breed.

And among the firft are comprifed feveral varieties, as
the black-faced, which range on the mountains of Wales,
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Weltmoreland, Cumberland, Yorkfhire, and thofe in the
fouth, weit, and north of Scotland, and in the Shetland
flands ;. the Cheviot hills, in the fouth of Scotland and
north of England ; and the foreft and common fheep of
the laft-mentioned country. In the fecond divifion are in-
cluded thofe of Hereford, Dorfet, Suflex, Norfolk, and
fome parts of Cumberland. And the third divifion com-
prehends all thofe varieties that are difperfed over the more
rich and fertile parts of England, and which are diftin-

guifhed under the titles of the Durham or Teefwaters, the

Lincolnthires, the old and new Leicefterthires, &c. :

. But others divide them invo Jong, fbort, and middle-woolled
iads,

And a fill more clear and concife view of the va-
rious breeds of Britith theep, is afforded in the tabular
form given by ‘Mr. Culley, as enlarged and corre@ted
by the author of the ¢ General Treatife on Cattle,” and
others.

TasLE of the Breeds or Varieties of Sheep in England.

Weight {Wethers | Age
Names of Breeds. X of Fleece. per Quar. kilgl;ed.
1. Teefwater. No horns. White face and legs. | Long wool. gib. | 3olb. |2 years
2. Lincoln. No horns. White face and legs. | Long wool. b 25 2
3. New Leicefter, No horns. White face and legs. | Long wool (fine). | 8 22 | 2
4. Cotfwold. No horns. White face and legs. | Long wool (fine). | ¢ 24 2
5. Romney-Marfh. No horns. White face and legs. | Long wool (fine). | 8 22 2
6. Dartmoor or Bampton. No horns. White face and legs. | Long wool (fine). | o9 25 2
7. Exmoor. Herned. White face and legs. | Long wool (coarfe).| 6 16 2%
8. Heath, Horned. Black face and legs. | Long wool (coarfe).| 3 15 3%
9. Hereford, Ryeland. No horns. White face and legs. | Short wool (fine). 2-‘; 14 33
10. Morf, Shropfhire. Horned. Black and {peckled. Short wool (fine). | 12 12 3%
11. Dorfet. Horned. White and {peckled. | Short wool (fine). | 3% 18 2
12. Wilts. Horned. White and fpeckled. | Short (mid.) 3 20 3
13. Berks. No horns. Black and white. Long wool. 7 18 2L
14. South Down, No horns. Speckled and white. Short wool. 2% 18 2
15. Norfolk. Horned. Black and white, Short wool. 2 18 3%
16. Herdwick. Horned. Speckled and white. | Short wool. 2 IO 4%
17. Cheviot, No horns. White face and legs. | Short wool. 3 16 4%
18. Dun-faced. No horns. Dun face and legs. Short wool. 11 i 43
19. Shetland. No horns. Various coloured ditto. | Fire cottony. 12 8 4%
20. Spanifh. Rams-horned.| White, Short wool (fuper.) | 3% 14 25
21. Ditto crofs. Ditto fine, 23 16 2

There are a few other breeds met with in different dif-
tri&ts, as noticed below.

Since it is found by the grazier that the more an animal
approaches towards perfetion in its form, the better, in
general, it is adapted to the purpofe of fattening ; it is
obvioufly a matter of much importance to be well ac-
quainted with the peculiar difpofition and conne&ion of
parts which conftitute fuch excellence or perfeGion of
form: thefe have been already fully explained in {peaking
of the nature and principles of breeding animals, as well as
in confidering the nature and management of cattle. And
the fame thing is to be aimed at in theep-ftock ; asthe more
any breed may approximate to fuch an excellence of fhape,
the more perfe@ it muft be. A fort of model to be aimed
at, in {o far as fhape is concerned, in the improvement of thefe
animals, due attention being always had to other properties,
has been given by Mr, Culley, in his defcription of a ram,
and which may be feen under that head, (See Ram.)
"The nature and combination of the various points and
parts fhould, of courfe, be well underftood and imprefled
on the mind of the breeding and grazing farmer, in order
that he may always rear or procure thefe animals to the
greateft advantage,

The varieties of this mo® ufeful animal are endowed with
different particular qualities, properties, powers, and pro-

enfities, which it is neceffary to afcertain, in order for the
armer to draw and produce the utmoft advantage pofiible
from the combining, croffing, and rearing of them. All

the breeds of fheep are the moft diftin& while they are
kept or left in the ftate of nature.

The common and ufual defcriptions of the feveral breeds
are the following :

Teefawater Breed or Variety.—This is abreed of fheep faid
to be'the largeft in the ifland ; it is at prefent the moft preva-
lent in the rich, fine, fertile, inclofed lands on the banks of the
T'ees in Yorkfhire. In this breed, which is fuppofed to be
from the fame ftock as thofe of the Lincolns, greater atten-
tion feems to have been paid to fize than wool. It is, how-
ever, a breed only calculated for warm rich paftures, where
they are kept in {mall lots, in fmall inclofures, and well {up-
ported with food in fevere winter {eafons. The produce in
weight of mutton is large, but then, from their requiring fo
much longer time and richer keep, and being admitted in fa
much {maller proportions on the acre, they are probably not, -
upon the whole, {o profitable, even in fituations where they
can be kept with the greateft chance of fuccefs, as the
Imaller more quick-feeding breeds. In the ewes there is,
however, a property which is of much confequence,
which is, that in general they are very prolific, bringing
two and frequently three lambs, and in fome cafes
a greater number each, according to Mr. Culley. He
gives the following defcription of the breed. The legs are
longer, finer boned, and fupport a thicker and more firm
and heavy carcafe than the Lincolnfhires ; the fheep are
much wider on the backs and fides, and afford a fatter and
finer grained mutton., The weight per quarter in two-yea{g
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old wethers is from 25lbs. to 35lbs., and in particular
inftances to 55lbs. or more. The wool is fhorter and lefs
heavy than in that breed. However, the writer of the
<« Treatile on Cattle,”” thinks that the breed is nearly worn
out ; but fuggefts that there is a fimilar breed in Ireland.
This is a fort of fheep that has been little attended to,
but which, when improved by proper croffing, it is fuppofed,
would anfwer and pay well in diftrits where it could be
well fupported. In the Correéted Report of the State
of Agriculture in the Weft Riding of Yorkthire, Mr. Par-
kinfon fuppofes that an ufeful kind is capable of being
bred by crofling the ewes of this fort with Difhley rams, in
a careful manner. And it is added, that by the ufe of
thefe, and thofe of the Northumberland kind, the quality
of the wool and the mutton has not only been greatly im-
proved, but the quantity of bone and offal much leflened ;
and, at the fame time, the fattening property confiderably
*-increafed ; they becoming fatter at two years old than the
others are at three. The wethers of this improved fort
generally fell unfhorn, at two years old, from 45s.-to 55s.
a-piece, and weigh from twenty-four to thirty pounds the
quarter. They fell a great deal higher at the prefent time.
Lincolnfbire Breed or Variety.—This is a breed of fheep
which is charaCterized by their having no horns; white faces ;
long, thin, weak carcafes ; thick, rough, white legs ; bones
large ; pelts thick ; flow-feeding ; mutton coarfe-grained ;
the weight per quarter in ewes from 14lbs. to zolbs. ; in
three-year old wethers from 2clbs. to 3olbs; the wool
from 10 to 18 inchesin length, And it is chiefly prevalent
in the diftri€t which gives the name, and other rich grazing
ones. But the writer of the work on Live-ftcck fuppofes

that this breed is now fo generally improved by new Leicef- -

ter tups, that they are probably, in a great meafure, free
from thofe defeéts of the old breed, of which Mr. Culley,
with much reafon, complained, namely, flow feeding, from

" aloofenefs of form, and too much bone, and coarfe-grained
fleth., It muft not, however, be denied, that a good old
Lincoln has ever been, and the name, at leaft, ftill continues
a great favourite at Smithfield, and the flavour of the Lin-
coln mutton has been generally held fuperior, as more
favory than the Difhley. The new or improved Lincolns
have now finer bone, with broader loins and trufled carcafles,
and are among the beft, if not actually the beft, long-woolled
ftock we have. Many will recolle& the ridiculous and
indecorous {quabble, fome years ago, between two eminent
breeders concerning thefe two breeds of fheep. About
this time, they attempted to feed Lincoln fheep on the
Effex marfhes, and pretended the ftock degenerated, which
might happen from infufficiency of winter keep, or, if they
were breeding flocks, from crofling with other breeds, an
everlafting and unregarded pratice in thofe not profefledly
breeding counties. This has been fuggefted as a breed only
capable of being made fat on the richeft grazing lands:
but that in fuch cales it may probably be kept till three
years old, with greater profit than the new Leicefter kind,
The proportion of bone to mutton is confiderable, and the
latter not very fine in quality. But the principal excel-
lence of the breed is in the large quantity which it affords,
which pays for their being kept longer before they are
fatted. Such breeds as feed quicker fhould however be
preferred by the farmer on moft forts of land.

Neaw Leicefler, or Difbley Breed or Variety.—This is an
improved breed of fheep, which is readily diftinguithed
from the other long-woolled forts, according to Culley, by
having fine lively eyes; clean heads, without horns; ftraight,
broad, flat backs; roynd or barrel-thaped bodies; fine
{mall bones ; thin pelts; and a difpofition to make fat at

_ anearly age; to which may be added a {uperiority in the

finenefs of the grain and the flavour of the mutton to that
of other fheep of the large long-woolled kinds. The
weight per quarter in ewes three or four years old from
18lbs. to 26lbs.; in two-year old wethers, from zolbs.
to 3olbs. ; the length of wool from fix to fourteen inches.
But the author of the ¢ Treatife on Live-Stock,” cha-
rafterizes them as having a fulnefs of form and fubfantial
width of carcafe, with a peculiar plainnefs and meekrnefs of
countenance ; the head long, thin, and leaning backward ;
the nofe proje&ing forward ; the ears fomewhat long, and
ftanding backward ; great fulnefs of the fore-quarters;
legs of moderate length, and the fineit bone ; tail fmall;
fleece well covering the body, of the fhorteft and fineft of
the combing wools, the length of ftaple fix or feven inches.
The fore-flank, a term of the old [chool, current in the time
of Lifle, or that flap of fkin and fat appended to. the
ribs, and the inferior part of the fhoulder, is remarkably
capacious in this breed. New Leicefter mutton, it is be-
lieved, is the moft finely grained of all the large long-woolled
{pecies, but of a flavour bordering on the infipid. And it
is added, that it is reported, and with the ftrongeft proba-
bility, from the appearance of the ftock, the finenefs of the
wool, and the grain of the mutton, that a Ryeland crofs was
a prime inftrument in the Difhley improvement of fheep.
Probably the root or foundation was Lincoln. In the
erdinary and gradual courfe of improvement or alteration
of form, it muft have taken, it is thought, a long time
and vaft pains, to mould the animals into that artificial and
peculiar fhape which diftinguithes this remarkable variety,
unlefs indeed fomething nearly fimilar was fuddenly and
fortuitoufly chopped wupon, as will occafionally happen
when the fickle deity is good-humouredly difpofed to {pare
our labonrs. ‘

It muft be obferved, that the great advantages of this
fort of theep have been ftated to confift in producing a better
profit to the farmer, in proportion to the quantity of food
confumed, than mott others ; in being more perfe@ly formed,
and confequently more difpofed to fatten quickly; in con-
taining a much larger proportion of meat on an equal weight
of bone ; in thriving well on_fuch paftures as would not
fupport other forts of the fame fize; in being capable of
being kept or fattened in larger proportions to the acre, than
other breeds of the fame fize of carcafe ; in the wool being
more valuable, though lefs in quantity ; in their being ready
for the butcher in the early part of the {pring inftead of the
autumn, by which there is a confiderable faving in the fum-
mer’s grals; and in the mutton, from the clofenefs of its
texture, keeping longer than that of other equal-fized
breeds. And that the principal defe@s are the fattening too
much, and the mutton, in confequence, becoming lefs deli-
cate in its flavour, than in that of other breeds that require
a greater length of time in the procefs; the deficiency in
the quantity of wool which they produce ; and the not being
calculated for the fold. Tt has alfo been fuppofed that their
peculiar rounded form, from throwing much of the fat on the
external parte, prevents their tallowing well internally ; and
that from their great propenfity to fatten, they are hable to
early decay, becoming old fooner than other breeds. There
can however be no doubt, but that it is 2 valuable breed on
paltures that are adapted to1t, as is evinced from its rapidly
making its way into different diftri¢ts of the kingdom ; but
fome fuppofe that the theep are too {mall, and that, from the
thinnefs of their fkins, or pelts, they may not be fo capable
of bearing cold, which, however, experience does not appear
to fupport,

The author of the ¢ Treatife on Cattle,”” who fcems
chiefly to obje& to the Leicefter breed, from its too great
propenfity to fatten, which, it is fuppofed, alfo abates the
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procreative and laiferous powers, fays, ¢ Pure Difhley theep
are by no means the moft prolific, nor the beft nurfes.””
And adds, that the heads of the improvers having had time
to cool, it is no longer boafted, that new Leicefter fheep are
able to fubfift, and even thrive, on the fhorteft commons. In
fine, it is contended, the merits of this ftock as an improving
crofs, (their grand point of utility,) being fo undeniably
great, their difadvantages have been overlooked, and com-
parifons have be¢n ufually made with fuch only as had a
ftrong need of improvement, in which the new Leicefters in
courfe were fure to triumph. And further, that though
the Difhley crofs has made its way into every part of this
ifland, to the Land’s End, to the bottoms of the Welth
mountains, and of the Scottith Highlands, to Ireland, and
even to Ruffia, its general fuccefs has been attended with
various particular inftances of failure, a remarkable one of
which is given by lord Somerville, in his Faéts, in refpett to
the Bampton or Weftern long-woolled fheep. The crofs is
fometimes very injudicioufly ufed with fhort or carding wool
ftock, excepting where the intention is only forward lamb.
On ftock naturally good and improveable, this peculiar
effe of the new Leicefter crofs has refulted, the improved
have confiderably furpafled, in the moft valuable properties,
their improvers. Of this many examples may be feen, it is
fuppofed, in the improved Lincoln, Northumberland, and
Midland county fheep. '

The following is a table of the value of new Leiceiter
fheep, at various ages, as given on the authority of different
eminent breeders in the Lincolnthire Agricultural Survey.

‘Wether lambs, at 6 months, worth . 175,
-——, at 12 months . . 301,

-——, at 18 months 355,

» at 24 months 454

-——, at 30 months . 455

—, at 36 months . 555,

But others, in different parts of the diftri&, {tate it thus :

Leicefters, at fix months old, worth 14s.
, at twelve ditto . . 22s.
, at eighteen ditto 28s.
— , at twenty-four ditto 355
—————, at thirty ditto . . 455,
,and, if kept to thirty-fix,
would be . . . 504,

If a three-fhear fells for 3/. it will be worth,

At 6 months, 28;.
At 12 months, 35s.
At 18 months, 4os.

Wool ¢ilbs.

At 24 months, 48s. Wool glbs.
At 30 months, 56s.
At 36 months, 6os. Wool glbs.

According to the firft of thefe tables, the fcale of receipt is ;

£ s d
For the firft fummer . . . o017 o
For the firft winter . . . 013 ©
For the fecond fummer, including .
8lbs. wool at gd. . . . oI1 ©
For the fecond winter . . 010 ©
For the third fummer, including wool o 6 o
For the third winter, including wool o 16 o

3 13
Three fleeces o 18

[ole]

Asabove 2 15 ©

At 73¢. they pay, per annum, 24s. 4d.

And it is remarked, that, at thefe prices, the laft half
year pays better than any ; if this is juft, there is a great
lofs, by felling at 2% years old ; for it is juft at the con-
clufion of the worft half year there is.

Mr, Dawfon of Berthorp, who has an excellent ftock
bred from Mr. Dalby’s tups, laft year fold 200 two-fhear
wethers at 3/ round. The following is his table of fales
for feven years, of wethers of that age.

1790 Average . 355,
1791 . . 359
1792 . . 43s.
1793 . . 38s.
1794 . . 444
1795 50s.
1796 60s.

As:erage. 2l. 3s. 6d.

And, at this average, he would thus divide it, by fup-
pofing the proportion to be, .

He tods threes.

£ 5 4
At 6 months . . . o 17 o
At 12 months . . . 1 7 o
At 18 months . . I 12 O
At 24 months . = . 2 o0 o
At 30 months . “ 2 3 6

The advantages and difadvantages of the Lincoln and new
Leicefter breeds of fheep have been very fully conrfidered in
the Agricultural Survey of the former county; and the
refults ftated as below in the different diftri&ts of it.

Circumitances of comparifon between the Lincoln and
Leicefter breeds of fheep. :

Bofton. Lincoln better than Leicefter, on general
experience and particular experiment.

In experiment, very little difference.

Leicelter tenderer than Lincoln. Lincoln
pay beft for keeping to three-fhear.

Laft year of Lincolus pay beft.

Old fheep ftand the winter better, and pay
better than young.

Shearling Leicefters have, at Wakefield, fold
as high as two.fhear Lincolns. Differ.
ence of wool has beenas 8 to 16. Leicel-
ters tenderer in winter.

Lincoln fleece zlbs. heavier than Leicefter.
Leicetter off-fhearlings ; Lincolns two or
three-fhear, but the latter pay well, if
kept to three-fhear. Leicefters finer
grained mutton.

Leicefters rather thicker on the land, but
Lincolns confiderably larger.

As much wool per acre from Leicelters as
Lincolns.

" Leicefter fleeces, though not fo heavy as
Lincoln, {old, in one inftance, for as much -
money.

Leicefter not tenderer i winter than Lincoln.

Old breed of Lincoln uied to go lean at two
years old. '

Now, Leicefters fat at the fame age.

No difference in number on the fame land.

‘Wool the fame.

Leicefters come to fale fooner, but will not
bear cold, wet land in winter fo well, nor
heat or cold after fhearing, as the Lincoln.

Five Leicelters where four Lincolns; and
Leicefters have refifted hardfhips on the
worft land better. .

Brocklefby.

Brothertoft.
Ewerby.

Hackington. ’
Ewerby,

Owerfby.

Normanby.

Walcot.

Barton.

Bonby.

Barrow.



Bro-clilefby.

Lumber.

Cadney.
Belefby.

Alefby.

Humberfton.

" Louth.

Tathwen.

Cookf{wold.
Tathwell,

Driby.
Spiltby.

Horncaftle.
© Afgarby.
Frampton.

Ranby.
Alderkirk.

Thorefway.

Sudbrook.
Rifeholm.
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Lincoln more profitable than Leicefter.
‘Where a man can keep, by means of marth,

to three.fhear, Lincoln moft profitable, ,

but not otherwife. Not more Leicefters
kept on the fame land. Leicefter wool
1s5. a tod more than Lincoln. Leicefter
more liable to the fly.

Leicefter will feed a little fafter, and run a

* little thicker.

Leicefter one in fix more on the {fame land,
but beth go at the fame age. Leicefters
‘hardier, and have lefs offal. Tallow
equal ; wool higher priced. Gives corn
to Leicefters, but did not to Lincolns.

Leicefters feed quicker, and have lefs offal 5
wethers and hogs lefs wool, but ewes
equal, and on the whole more per acre;
hardier, and bear driving better. Go
off at the fame age, but Leicefters fatter.
Five kept inftead of four. Lamb eafier ;
neceflary to give corn.

More pride than profit in the new fort.
Leicefters 21bs. lefs wool than Lincolns, and
not better ; but run one in ten thicker,
Leicefters feed quicker, and have lighter
offals. No difference in hardinefs. Lin-

coln beft.

Lincolns and Leicefters being put together
into the marfh, and fent thence at fame
time to Smithfield ; the former yielded
4s. a-head more, and’ gs. a-head more
weol. '

Marfh graziers all prefer Lincoln.
ference in number kept,

Lincoln wool 4lbs.. heavier than Leicefter.
At two-fhear, Lincoln heavier by zlbs. a
quarter ; at three.fhear, 5lbs.  In tallow,
6lbs, at three-fhear, in favour of Lincoln.
In number per acre no difference. 1In
hardinefs, Lincoln beft. Leicefters lefs
wool, and lefs mutton Iﬁer acre.

No difference in number kept.

Leicefters as fat at Lady-day, coming two-
fhear, as Lincolns at Lammas. Same
number per acre. No difference in hardi-
nefs ; Leicefters have corn.

Three-thear better than two, as fure to find
more tallow.

Leicefters bred too fine ; fine-headed ones
do not yield wool enough.

As many of one as the other per acre. Lin-
colns travel beit, and pay beft.

Leicefters thicker on land, as five to four.

In an experiment of the two breeds on the
fame land, of the fame weight and age,
the Lincolns confiderably fuperior.

True Lincolns moft faleable, and moft pro-
fitable to breed.

One-third more Leicefters on the fame land.

Bofton graziers not judges, for they can get
good Lincolns, but not Leicefters, as the

- breeders of thefe can fat them themfelves.
Leicefters ran one-fourth thicker on the
land. From fix to twelve months old,
rather tenderer than Lincolns ; Leicefters
travel beft,

No dif-
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Leicefters ag fat at one year as Lincolns at
two, and with lefs trouble, and one-tenth
thicker. Do as well as Lincolns in win-
ter on wet land,

Leiceiters beft, and run one-fixth thicker.

Leicetters by far the beft ; but more apt to
be barren than Lincoln. Drape ewes far

" more valuable.

Leicefters travel beft, and are the beft ; and
much lefs lofs in lambing ; run one.third
thicker.

Claypool.

Marfton.
‘Woolfthorpe.

Grimfthorpe.

A clear diftin&ion is to be drawn, as the writer remarks,
between the rich fouth-eaftern diftri& and inferior foils;
for, upon the former, the information is ftrong in favour of
Lincoln. However, in general, he fhould obferve, that the
new Leicefters are fpreading very rapidly over the country,
probably fafter than they have done in any other, one or two
only excepted, which may be attributed to the general good-
nefs of the foil ; for this breed makes a much more refpe@-
able figure here than it has done in various trials made in
counties inferior to it in foil ; and the breed driving out the
Lincolns fo much as it has done in the poorer parts of this
county, is a faét that unites with this circumftance. The

_ true Lincoln is a large fheep, and with a longer wool, and

thereforé demands better pafturage; where it finds fuch,
there the old breed remains ; fubje&, perhaps, to little more
change than fathion may caufe. Upon inferior land the
Leicefter eftablifhes itfelf; and upon land ftill inferior in
other counties, experiments prove unfuccefsful for the fame
reafon 3 that of the neceflity of having a fmaller fize and
fhorter wool.

But fome of the original pure long-woolled polled breed
of fheep, are ftill to be met with in the midland diftriéts,
which are a larger boned, longer formed, deeper coated, and
more coarfe ftock than the improved fort. And that, from
the coarfenefs and larger fize of the head and neck in the
old fort, the ewes lamb with more difficulty than in the true
Difhley breed. ¢
* The new Leicefter fort of fheep is found a very advin-

~ tageous breed on fome kinds of land in the county of Oxford,

as on the ftone-brafh ; there are fome farmers indeed, who

" think that no other fort comes nearly up to them, when all

their valuable properties are taken into the account.
Cotfwold or Gloucefler Breed or Variety—This is a breed
of fheep which, according to a late writer on them, is of the
fine combing wool fort, deriving the finenefs of their fleece
from the fame fource as the new Leicefters. This part of that
county formerly, and within memory, bred, it is faid, fmall
fine-woolled fheep of the Ryeland kind, which in paft times
had been cotted, but the pratice was difcontinued. 'Thefe
fheep, being judged too {mall for the improving ftate of the
county, have been, by gradual croffings with Midland long-
woolled rams, chiefly Warwicks, completely changed from
fhort to large long-woolled ftock, The writer faw a picked
lot of Cotlwolds laft year, he fays, which anfwered the
following defcription : long coarfe head, with a particular
blunt, wide nofe; a top-knot of wool on the forehead,
running under the ears; rather long neck; great length
and breadth of back and loin; full thigh, with more {fub-
ftance in the hinder than fore-quarters ; bone fomewhat fine ;
legs not long ; fleece foft, like that of the Difhley, but in
clofenefs and darknefs of colour, bearing more refemblance
to fhort or carding wool. Although very fat, they had
all the appearance of fheep that were full of folid flefh,
which would come heavy to the {cale. It is added, that it
is faid, fome of thofe fheep have reached 40, and even 5olbs.
3 G a quarter,
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2 quarter; ‘at two yearsand ahalf old, giving 11lbs. to 14lbs.
of waol each fheep, and being fat, they are indubitably
among the largeft breeds in England. A fingle dip, con-
tinues he, of new Leicefter gives the Cot{wolds a fulnefs in
the fore:quatter ;' but any farther crofs of -that kind, it ap-

ears, diminifhes their fize. The ftrange crofs of Wilts

orned fheep has been recurred to in fome parts, for no pof-
fible good purpofe, he fhould apprehend, “either to the car-
cafe or wool ; and it is probable, fuppofing fuch large ftock
profitable, that the chief alteration required by the Coti-
wolds, is to encourage length of ftaple in their fleece or
weol.

In this breed the ewes are ufually put tothe tup, fo as to
bave lambs at two years old, moftly producing two lamhs
each, in the- proportion of nearly one-third of the whole,
where kept well, which muft always be dore. They may
‘be kept fan breeding till three or four years old, if they are
of the proper improved fort. . But it is {aid that the wethers
afford moit. profit when killed fo early as at two years old,
as-they are apt to become too fat when kept longer,

The Cotiwolds or Gloucefters, and the half Leicefters
and’ half Gloucefters, and other mixtures of thefe breeds,
are confidered as very excellent forts of fheep ftock in many
parts of Qxfordfhire ; they are of a good fize, bear plenty
of wool, and ftand penning well.. But penning or folding
is not thought beneficial by fome farmers, as more.and better
theep may be kept without it,

"The native Cotfwolds, if they are any where to be found,
would bes it is faid, at two.thear from twenty-eight to
thirty-two pounds the quarter : they are along fort of fheep,
not tull in the fides, fharp in the chine, not full in the fore-
flank, coarfe in the bone, not ftraight but good ia the hind-
quarters 5 will not fatten fo early as when crofled ; and of
wool, the two-fhear wether affords three and 2 half fleeces
to the tod. 'The new Leicefter, it is contended, is calcu-
lated to. corrett every one of the deficiencies which have
been noticed, and to bring-a greater difpofition to fatten.
Between all Cotfwold: and all Leicefter, the average differ-
ence of wool, it is faid, is three pounds. . i

In Devonthire, fome, it is faid, have fuiieseded in the crofs
of new Leicefter upon. the Cotfivolds-the equal breed. of
which is attempted to. be preferved. ait.much: as- pofible.
Wethers of this kind, at eighteen months old, will average
nineteen pounds the quarter, and feven pounds of unwathed
wool the fleece. 'When kept on for another twelvemonth,
the age at which they are moftly killed in this county, this
crofs will attain the fize of twenty-five pounds the quarter,
and yield rine pounds of wool to the fleece. This woel is
allowed by the ftaplers to be one penny the pound fuperior
to that. of the Exmoor, Bampton, South . Devon, and
Dartmoor fheep, yet flill the common price of 1od. the
pound is only allowed for it. In the young wethers of this
breed, the loofe fat is flated to be nine pounds, with nearly
three pounds of kidaey fat on each fide. 'The larger wethers
are faid to praduce: thirteen pounds of rough fat, and four
pounds of kidney fat on the fide.

Rommy-Mlzvz}f/b Breed or Variety.—This is a kind which is
defcribed by Mr. Young, as being a breed of fheep without
horns ; white faces and legs; rather long in the legs; good
fize ; body rather long, but well barrel-fhaped ; bones rather
large ; and it is faid that the weight per quarter, in fat
wethers at two years old, is ufually from 22lbs. to 28lbs.
1n-refpeé to the wool, it is fine, long, and of a delicate
white colour, when in its perfe& ftate. On this Marfh 20lbs,
of wool ate fuppofed to be produced per acre. In-thisbreed
there is.a preperty of arriving at the ftate of fatnefs at an

carly.age, as. wellas that of producing a large fleece of fine _

long combing wool, of courfe it is a valuable fort; how-
ever, from the fize, and great weight of the coat, it isonly
capable of being fupported and fattened on the rich kinds of -

marfh pafture : ‘and.on thofe which extend from Haftings
to Rye, in Kent; "according to the Suffex Agricultural
Report, the graziers find" it much more beneficial than the
South Down ; the -marfh wethers fattening more quickly.
The wool afforded by fuch fat wethers averaging fix pounds,
and in breeding ewes five pounds, but not equal in quality
to the wool clipped from fhearlings. - And the author of the
¢ Synopfis of Hufbandry” remarks, that a convincing proof
of the great value of this breed of fheep, as well as of the
land on which they are fed, is feen in the manner of ftock-
ing, which in tegs is from four to feven per acre, in fatten-
ing wethers fram fix to eight, in barrens from two to three,
and in couples three; which i§ certainly a great ftock.
And this is a breed that might probably undergo much im-
provement without croffing, by proper care and attention,
and heing lefs expofed in the winter feafon.

In the old Romney-Marfh breed, the fheep were remark.
able for having large heads; for being large, long, and tub-
bellied ; alfo for being large in their bone, long in their
legs, and coarfe in their wool ; which form is ftill held in
eftimation by fome, in confequence of improper prejudices, -
to the great injury of the grazier and community in general ;
but the pure breed of this {ort, Mr. Price fays, is diftinguithed
by a thickne{s and length of head, a broad forehead, with a
tuft of wool upon it, a long thick neck, a great lengthand
thicknefs of carcafe ; being flat-fided, and having a fharp
chine, tolerably wide on the loin, but the breat narrow, -
not deep, the fore-quarter not heavy or full, a good cleft;
the thigh full and broad, the belly large and tubby ; the
tail thick, long, and coarfe, the legs thick with large feet,
the mufcle coarfe and the bone large; the wool long and
not fine; coarfeit on the breech : the fheep prove good, and
are great favourites with the butchers. gﬂt this defcription
is not now, it is faid, fo applicable as it was fome time ago,
when moit of them had horns.

_The fame writer, in his account of the fheep management
in this mar{l dift#i&t, has remarked, thatthe introdugion of .
the Leicefter breed has very perceptibly altered the form
and properties of the original breed or ftock of this tra&,
fo that in a few years it will fcarcely be difcernible. And
that it is probably the general opinion that-it has been inju:
rious to it, in reducing the fize and valué of the animal, as
well as the quality and quantity of its wool, though it has °
ftill many advocates, and has certainly contributed much to
itsimprovement. The principal obje&tions which the graziers
of this Marfh feem to have to the mixing of the Leicefters
with their own breed, are, that they have feldom or evertwin
lambs, which are very defirable and beneficial in this fituas
tion ; that the lambs are more tender, and, of courfe, a
greater lofs liable to be fuftained, efpecially in an open ex.
pofed traék of this fort ; that their lambs do not winter-fo
well as thofe of the native breed upon: the uplands: they
are much lefs hardy, confequently eannot ftand cold and hard-
fhips fo well, whichis very difadvantageous ; that their wool
is not in fuch abundance, or fo“waluable, which is a great
defe@ ; that there is a want of proof in them, which renders
them a great deal léfs faleable to. the butcher ; this may,
however; be no difadvantage t6:the breeder or grazier, as it
{hews other more valuable pfoperties and difpofitions ; and
that they are too fhort in their bodies and'legs, fo asto ftand
too low in their pens at the market. Thefe are, however,
probably improved valuable properties, which muit be rather
beneficial than hurtful. Some improvement has, however,
been given to the Marfh breed by the Leicefter croft;; ?s

B thote
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thofe of {maller and lefs coarfe heads, a greater depth of
carcafe, and ‘fhorter and lefs coarfe legs, better fymmetry
or form of feveral different parts, as well as of the whole
animal.

There can, therefore, be no doubt but that this breed
has been greatly benefited by the introduétion of the new
Leicefter fort, and it is probable that if has not depended
fo much upon fele€tion as the, ufe of this new wariety, as
“though the cry in the market is for the marfh kind, that
form 15 carefully impreved, and by no-means preferved, al-
though fomething of it may fill exift. Something of the
?outh Down fort is likewife difcernible in this breed, it is
aid.

This breed of fheep is thought to be highly valuable for

~cold expofed fituations, as being eaflly bred, and tanding in
need of no artificial food in the moft fevere winters, except a
little hay ; they are very hardy for their fize, have-now many
improved qualities, and may probably be made the moft
profitable of any for rich paftures, as affording the largeft

. proportion of meat at the leaft expence. In wethers, the

general average is now from ten to twelve ftone weight each ;

and in ewes, when fat, from nine to eleven.

- Dartmoor, Devonfbire, Bampion and Noit Breed or V. arie{y.
—This is a breed or fort of fheep, which is chiefly dif-
tinguithed by having no horns; white faces and legs, thick
necks, backs narrow, and back-bopes high; fides good;

. legs fhort, and bones large: and probably without any ma-
terial objeftion, being a variety of the common hornlefs
fort.  According to Mr. Culley, the weight of ewes on the
average about 20lbs.  a quarter: in wethers, at two years
and a half old, golbs. Length of wool much the fame as in
the Romney-Marfh breed. Tt is a breed found to be preva-
lent in the diftri&s from which it hae derived its name.  And
it is fuppofed to have received confiderable improvement by
being crofled with the new Leicefter or Difhley improved
fort within thefe few late years.

Befides the foreft from which it takes its name, this breed
is met with in fome other parts of the county. The Dart-
moor wethers at five years old will average about 16lbs. per
quarter, and produce from four pounds and a. half ta fix
pounds and a half of unwathed wool to the fléece. This
breed of fheep, though they do not feed fo quickly; when
put to good keep, as the new Leicefter fort, yet, when
fat, they conftantly prove the very beft mutton, and never
fail to command a fuperior price. They alfo -ftand the
climate in a favourable manner, and the ewes are good
nurfes.

The old Devonfhire dun-faced nott fheep were formerly

* -held in high eftimation, as a native breed of fome parts of

this county. It is, however, a crooked-backed, flat-fided,

coarfely boned and woolled animal, but which. has been
much improved by croffing with the new Leicefter fort ; its
principal defets are by thefe means removed, and a greater
difpofition to fatten at an earlier period given ; while at the
{ame time, however, the fleece, as well as the weigﬁt of the
carcafe, has been leflened, the former from ten to eight
pounds of unwathed wool the fleece, and the latter from
twenty-two to mnineteen pounds the quarter. In order to
recompenfe which, the animal comes to market four months
earlier ; the wethers at two years old, with advantage; that
is, after being twice fhorn as fheep, and once as lambs, equals
the average already ftated. This iffue once more croffed
with the new Leicefters, will arrive, it is faid, ftill earlier
to the fame perfe&tion.

In the Bampton nott breed, the wethers will, at twenty
months old, weigh twenty-two pounds the quarter, and
fhear fix pounds and a half of wool to the fleece; alfo
the fame fheep, well wintered, and kept on for amether
twelvemonth, will average twenty-three pounds the quarter,
and yield eight pounds of unwathed wool to the fleece, The
price of the wool at prefent is about 1s. the pound.. -~ .

The firft crofs of this breed with the new L.eicefter is faft
growing into great efteem in this diftri&, in confequence
of its improving the form, and bringing the animal three
months foonef to market ; but though fo far ufeful and de.
firable, any more of that blood is thought difadvantageous,
as rendering them too tender while young; and to require too
much care and nurfing. - Gt

The Bampton nott croffed with the new Leicefter is alfo
afort much approved of in feveral parts of the county, efpe-
cially when carried to the fourth degree, or four parts of the
Leicefter to one of the native nott. This crofs, it is faid,
comes earlier to market, and at two years old will generaily
average twenty pounds the quarter, and eight pounds of
yoak wool to the fleece, which is worth about 10d. the
pound. And the old Leicefter crofs upon the Bampton
makes a large and handfome animal, which feeds kindly and
tallows well within, The wethers of two years old will
average, with advantage, thirt pounds the quarter, and
fhear ten pounds of yoak wool to the fleece. It is much
valued i fome places. But the new Leicefter crofs upon
the fame theep, will in fome fituations bring forward wethers
at twenty months old, weighing twenty-two pounds the quar-
ter, with a thear of eight pounds of yoak wool to the fleece,
both of which are at this time worth rod. the pound, weigh-
ing, according to the cuftom of unwafhed wool, twenty-one
pounds for every fcore. This fort is highly valued by fome
in different parts of this county. The half Bampton crofs
is more hardy than the new Leicefter fort, and fuits {foris
places better.
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TasLe of the different Breeds, Croffes, and Produce of the Sheep of this and neighbouring Diftriéts,

Age of | Average | Average Price of
Wethers| Weight | Weight | Condi- | 'pe Rough | Kidney | Total
Charadter of Breeds, when |perQuar-|  per tion of eece folue of| Fatin | Fatin | infide
killed in | ter, in [Fleece,in! Fleece. Pp e'rd Fleece. | Pounds. | Pounds, | Fat.
Months. { Pounds. vPounds. || ¥ound. ’
Native.
Exmoor, horned, white oo d |5 d
legs and face, mode- U B
o 15 7 |Yoak.| o 10 10 , 12 The wathed wool
x\::)f)lly ;?x:g - ﬁapl-e of ’ 5 7 5 of all the long-
Dartmoor, the fame, the . coated fheep 1s
fame - " 30 16 8 do. jOo10{6 8 8L 6 141 fold from 14d.
South Devon Nott, brown , to 15d. per Ib.
face and le s,lon wool, 1<) 22 10 do. o108
3 g 3 4
pure
Bampton Nott, whxte face I p)
and legs, fhort wool, 20 22 63 o |©TO1S5 5 10 7 17
pure - .. 32 28 8 do. Jo10|6 8
Neighbours.
Dorfet, horned, white ‘ '
face and ' legs, thort 24 18 5 lwathedl 1 617 6
wool, pure
Same, crofled with Exmoor 18 18 51 do. |1 4|7 3 9 6 Ig Thefe fheep are
: not fent to the
Diftant. forefts.
South Down, pure 24 18 do. |2 417 o
Same, crofled with new’ 3
Leicelter.
Leicefter, old, crofled with 7
Bampton - K 24 30 o k3 o108 4
Same, old, crofled with L 1 '
Exmoor - - 36 24 6% do. loto{s§ 5§
Sume, new, pure - 18 22 | .61 do. o105 3
Same, new, crofled with : i i
Dartmoor. In motft cafes of a
Same, new, crofled with 8 6 d : crofs with the
Exmoor - - 24 I 0. joIo}5 o new Leicefter
‘Same, new, fourth crofs 81 d upon long full
with Sonth Devon 20 20 2 0. o107 I fleeced fheep, a
Same, new, fourth crofs deficiency  of
.wit’h fam:e - - 18 18 63 do. jools 5 wool is obferv-
Same, new, croffed with 3 d 6 able under the
-Bampton - - 20 24 0. (o110 13 8 2r belly and breaft
Same, new, crofled with 8 of the animal.
Cotfwold - . 1 19 7 do. |o10]| 5 10 9 7 16
Sat[r;lelienew, cx;o{fed with 30 25 o do. loroly 6] 13 3 21
Foreign.
Mi;n;, (;‘roﬁed- thh-Rye- 24 15 61 | do. |2 o8 62
Same, croffed with fame 24 15 5 do. |3 olis o
Same, firft crofs with Ex- thed
moor - 3 5 |wathed| 2 2 j10 10
Same, fecond ditto - / 5 do. 12 gf13 9
Same, third ditto - 5 do. {3 517 1




. them for the beft fine-woolled breed.
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Exmoor Breed or Variety.—This Is a fort of fheep which
is chara@erized by having horns, white faces and legs; by
being very delicate in the bone, neck and head, or what is
fometimes denominated deer-necked; by the form of the
carcafe being indifferent, narrow, and flat-fided. Accord-
ing to Mr. Culley, the weight per quarter in wethers at two
years and a half old, is from 151bs. to 18lbs. ; and the weight
of wool much lefs than in the Devonfhire breed. Itis a
{mall breed of long-woolled fheep, principally produced on
or in the neighbourhood of the moor from which it takes its
name, which 1s in the northern extremity of the above county.
Mr. Lawrence fuppofes.that in their prefent ftate they are
by no means to be confidered as a profitable fort of fheep-
ftock, either in what relates to fleth or wool ; on which ac-
count it would be for the intereft of the county to change
It isremarked by Mr.
Billingfley, ‘that this breed of fheep is frequently kept two
or three years, merely for the annual profit of their fleeces,
which often do not exceed more than four pounds in weight ;
and that from their being kept upon very bare and indiffer-
ent paftures while young, they are fuppofed by many fheep-
farmers to be a very profitable fort of ftock. '

This horned breed has a moderately long ftaple of wool,
which formerly, before the cloth manufaéture of the county
of Devon fled into Yorkthire, was much in demand by the
clothiers of feveral different places. The fattened wethers
of this breed, at three years old, will ufually weigh about
r5ibs. the quarter, and average 43lbs. of wathed wool to the
flcece ; which is worth at prefent about £3d. the pound.
Attempts have been lately made in different places to im-
prove the wool of this breed or fort ‘of fheep, by a crofs
with the Merino or Spanith ram, and the refults of the trials
thus made are as below :

Quantity and value of
‘native fleece -
Firt crofs with the

} 431bs. at 15 1d. per b, 4s. 10Ld.

Merino - 5 2 2 —= 1o IO
Second crofs on this ' :
produce - §3 29 39

Third crofs on fame 5

3 5 =— 17 1

In which improvement'of the fleece the carcafe is faid to
be rather advanced than the contrary.

In the crofs of the old Leicefter upon the Exmoor breed,
the wethers, which are the produce at three years old, ave-
rage about 241bs. the quarter, and carry 6lbs. of yoak wool
to the fleece. ‘The Exmoor fheep have alfo been crofled with
the new Leicefter ; the wether preduce of which, at twe
years old, will weigh 18lbs. the quarter, and yield 6lbs. of
unwathed wool to the fleece: the price of the twe latter
od. the pound. Much lofs is often, it is faid, {uftained ia this
laft crofs at the time of yeaning, in confequence of the great
fize of the fhoulders of the lambs retarding or preventing
their exclufion. This will, however, be remedied in the
produce of this crofs. :

The Exmoor breed is a hardy fort of fheep on wet ex-
pofed land while young. The ewes under fuch . circum-
ftances, in lambing, are alfo fuperior to the-Bampton nott
kind. :

Cornifb Breed or Variety.—The true breed of this fort
isfaid to have grey faces and legs, coarfe fhort thick necks,
ftanding lower before than behind, narrow backs, flattith
fides, a fleece of .coarfe wool, weighing about two or three
pounds, of eighteen ounces each; their mutton, which is
{eldom fat, from eight to ten pounds the quarter.

However, from the various croffes which have been intro-
duced into the county at different times, in confequence of
1

the ufe of rams of the Ezmoor, Dartmoor, North and
South Devon, Dorfet, Gloucefter, and Leicefter kinds, the
pure breed of this defcription is, it is faid, now become rare,
but that, from the inferior nature and value of its properties
the total extin&@ion of it need not be lamented. The dif-
tri& is now capable of {fupporting a much better and more
improved breed of this fort.of animal. ‘

Black-faced Heath Breed or Variety—This is a kind or
breed of fheep which, according to Mr. Culley, have large
{piral horns, black faces and legs, a fierce wild-looking eye,
fhort firm carcafes, from 12lbs. to 16lbs. per quarter, covered
with long, open, coarfe thagged wool, fleeces 3lbs. or 4lbs.
each, wool worth at prefent about 8d. per pound. They are
an a&ive hardy fort, running with amazing agility, and beft
adapted, of all other breeds, to expofed, heathy, and moun-
tainous diftri&s ; feldom fed until three, four, or five years
old, when they feed well, and make the fineft mutton, having
a high-flavoured gravy. The fheep of this wild-looking
breed are natives of the north-we{é) ‘of Yorkthire, and of
that mountainous tract of country adjoining the Irifh fea,
from Lancafhire to Fort William : they have been of late
years introduced into the Weftern highlands of Scotland.

And the writer of the ¢ T'reatife on Live Stock,”” fuppofes
the black-faced Linton, or fhort fheep of Scotland, to be a
variety of the Heath fheep. They have been crofled with
the Cheviot breed, and Mr. Culley, it is noticed, recom-
mends a Difhley crofs, meaning, doubtlefs, for the ufe of
the low lands. If he may be allowed to give an opinion, he
would, for upland fituations, recommend a Spanith crofs,
with good winter management, in preference to all others.
It is difgraceful, he contends, to therural economy of Bri-
tain, that fo excellent a breed of fheep fhould be needlefsly
compelled to brave the rigour of the feafons, in fuch loofe,
ragged, and beggarly clothing, when they might, with a
few years’ pains, and without any deterioration of the car-
cafes, produce a fleece of high value and confequence to the
manufa@ures of the country. And he adds, that Mr. Henry
King, falefman of Newgate market, and an emineat gra-
zier, informs him, that he once fed a lot of thefe northern
heath theep, and made excellent mutton of them, about
16lbs. a quarter ; but that their wool hanging down their
quarters like goat’s hair, was fo execrably bad, that it could
be fold only for mop yarn.

But what are termed black-faced, or fhort fhecp, are faid to
have been originally fhort-woolled, the prefent length of it
having proceeded from crofling ; and it is not well afcertained
whether they are a native. Scotch breed, or have been intro-
duced from the moor-lands of Yorkfhire. Befides the ob-
jeétion to thefe black-faced heep, on the ground of the coarfe
loofe nature of their wool, they are faid to be fubjet to the
braxy, a difeafe that was unknown in the Highlands be-
fore their introdufion. And it is remarked, in the able
Agricultural Survey of Eaft Lothian, that the kind of fheep
bred and moft generally kept in Lammermuir, is the black-
faced, or more properly, what is called the brocked faced, a
fort of dirty-looking mixture of black and white ; they are for
the moft part horned ; when they are fed, the wethers weigh
from 10lbs. to 12lbs. per quarter, and the ewes from 8lbs. to
10lbs. on an average. It will take eight or nine fleeces of the
ewes and hogs, and fix or feven of the wethers, to make a
ftone of feventeen pounds (twenty-one ounces to the pound);
the quality, and confequently the price, vary much. The
difference of quality may refult from various circumftances;
it is owing partly to the quantity of tar put upon the fheep
in falving ; partly, it is fuppofed, to the fituation in which
they pafture, as thofe fed on high grounds, and coarfe mofly-
herbage, are thought to have inferior wool ; and partly to the,

general



general attention and care which farmere beftow upon their
focks, in which fome are greatly fuperior to others. But the
black-faced theep feem, the writer thinks, to becapable of very
confiderable improvement ; it does not, indeed, appear, that
“much has been done for improving that breed, which cer-
tainly places them in an unfavourable fituation, when their
merits come to be difcufled in oppofition to others which
have received great attention. ‘There can hardly be a doubt
that the weight of the carcafe and the quantity and quality
of the wool might all be increafed, by fufficient care to fe-
le& the ftrongeit, healthieft, and beft feeding among them
for ‘the purpofe of breeding. It has been obferved, that
thofe which feed beft have the greateft quantity of wool, and
generally of the beft quality ; and it is natural to fuppofe
that it fhould be the cafe, as they muft be the healthieit and
firongeft. .
ngfbr:f!/lire, Rofs, or Ryeland Breed or Variety.—This
is a fort of theep which is diftinguifhed by the author of the
6 T'reatife on Live Stock,” by the want of horns, and havin
white legs and faces ; by being fmall in fize ; and the woo
growing clofe to the eyes ; by the carcafe being pretty well
formed ; and by the excellence of the mutton. ~ Weight per
quarter from Iolbs. to 18lbs. Wool fine and fhort, the
lean poor-fed fheep producing the fineft. It is the true
breed of this fort of fheep which is properly denominated
Ryelands. In the Agricultural Report of that diftri&,
* they are faid, in fymmetry of fhaEe, and the flavour of the
meat, to be fuperior to moft flocks in the country. They
lamb in February and March. It is a breed which, Mr.
Knight fays, is found to be remarkably eafy in refpe& to
food, but which, in its management, requires cotting in the
winter feafon, and being fed with hay or peas-haulm.: In
fome cafes they are houfed all the year round in the night-
time. The cots are low covered buildings, proportioned to
the extent of the flocks. In the Herefordfhire Agricultural
. Report, it is obferved that the eotting materially contributes
to the health of the animal and the finenefs of its fleece.
The quantity fhorn from each of the fmall original breed
does riot average more than two pounds; but the quality is
 fuch as almoft to rival that imported from' Spain. .The
price has often been as high as: thirty-three fhillings the
ftone of twelve pounds and a half untrinded, when the coarfe
wool has brought but ten or twelve fhillings. They are faid,
by Culley, to fatten the beft at four years old. The Archen-
field, or true Herefordfhire breed, is faid to afford the fineft
wool, except the Spanifh. It is fuggefted by Mr. Knight,
that the difpofition of fheep to fatten in the north-weft part
of that diftri€& is in the proportion to the finenefs of the
wool ; but he is not certain of its being fo in this breed;
however, it feems to him that where the wool is clofe and
fine, there are many advantages ; lefs nourithment is drawn
from the body in its fupport than in the contrary cafe. The
long coarfe:woolled fleeee admits the rain more freely, and
by dividin%' on the back lets it down to the fkin. It alfo
takes in a larger weight of water, which muft more inconve-
nience the animal already heavily loaded. The fine clofe
fleece of this breed admits the water with difficulty, even
when immerfed in it in wafhing, and is never wet through
by rain. On account of the clofenefs of the texture, it only
ledges on the outfide, and is eafily removed by the animal
fhaking itfelf. Befides, a fleece of this kind is much more
warm and light. For thefe reafons it is fuppafed that no
breed of fheep in the ifland is capable of fubfifting on fo
fmall a proportion of food as this.
"Fhis animal, in Mr. Knight’s opinion, appears to be much

more patient of hunger, and to keep itfelf in better condition
en a lefs quantity of food than any other which he has had
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an opportunity of obferving. To the great {cantinefs of
the paiture on which it is ufually condemned to feed, is to -
be attributed the finenefs of its fleece; for the quality of
this becomes immediately impaired by a copious {upply of
food ; and this circumftance thould be attended to, inevery
county where thefe fheep are introduced.

Some attention has lately been paid to its improvement,
and although the wool is fomewhat lefs fine in its quality
than it formerly was, it is ftill the fineft in the ifland, with
the exception of the Spanifth fort recently imported ; and
the animal muft be allowed, on the whole, to have been con- |
fiderably benefited. The quantity of wool afforded by the
improved fort of Ryelands, although increafed, is ftill far
from large; a three-years old wether rarely yielding more than
three pounds and a half. But as a large number of fheep
will fubfift on a fmall portion of ground, and the wool is fill
worth two fhillings and fixpence the pound, its value, com-
pared with the quantity of food confumed by the animals, i
probably much greater than that afforded by any other breed,

And the Ryeland fheep readily acquires, on a very mode-
rate pafture, that degree of fatnefs which renders its fleth
more acceptable, but it is wholly incapable of being loaded
with fat in the manner of Mr. Bakewell’s. It appears to
him to fatten fomewhat more quickly than thofe he has feen
of the South Down breed.

In the Agricultural Survey of Herefordfhire it is Tug. .
gefted, that a crofs between the Ryeland and real Spanith
feems the moft probable mode of adding to the finenefs and
value of the wool ; and amongft many {pirited breeders who
are now making the experiment, colonel Scudamore of Kent-
church, fold the fleeces of a flock fo croffed at forty fhillings
per ftone, in the fair at Rofs, in‘the courfe of laft year. The
firlt ftage of the crofs materially detraés from the beauty of
the Ryeland’s form, but by continued attention, this ob.
jection will probably be removed, and the flavour of the
mutton is uninjured. Lord Somerville has found that they
feed quickly, and weigh heavily, glthough their form be not
attraétive ; but perhaps form in this animal is of little com,

- parative” confequence. “An ox rarely fattens well, or has

flelh of good quality, umlefs it be in one particular fhape;
but theep fatten well, and the meat is of prime quality in
thofe of very different forms. ‘Two Leicefters which were
fed by Mr. Hewer, of Abergavenny, and flaughtered bes
fore the Agricultural Society of this county in March laft,
weighed no lefs than fifty-one pounds in each fore-quarter,
and forty-five in each hind-quarter. But notwithftanding
this great weight, the Leicelters are often found Tefs heavy
than they appear to be, whilft the half Spanifh weighs more
than is generally expeéted from its fize. ‘

A crofs of the Merino on the Ryeland breed has been tried
in fome parts of Devonthire with an appearance of fuccefs.
The three-years old wethers of this crofs, when fattened to
their frame, being, it is faid, eftimated to run from fourteen
to fixteen pounds the quarter, and to throw off from three -
pounds and a quarter to four pounds of wathed wool to the
fleece. In experiments made by fome on this crofs in other
parts, it appears that two-years old wethers of the firft crofs
will weigh about fifteen pounds the quarter, and fhear from
fix pounds and a half to {feven pounds of wool in the yoak ta
the fleece, which is worth 2s. g4, the pound. The fheep are,
however, greatly expofed to the foot rot. '

The crofs between the Ryeland and the Spanifh has been
made in fome other parts, which has completely fucceeded as
to fleece, as the produce of the third crofs of this breed-
readily fells for 3¢. 6d. the pound; it is, however, objeéted to
by many on account of its not affording an equal acreable

proportion of mutton with the native fheep. 5
In
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Incroffing this breed with the Difhley, an ufeful kind of

fheep has; hawever, been produced, beth the wool and car-
cafe being icreafed in weight, but much injured in refpeét
to firienéfe:3- and it is contended by fome, that the breed is
rendered much lefs hardy by it.
" Warton Cragg Breed or Variety.—This is a fort or variety
of theep which is principally met with in the diftrit of the
above name, and that of Silverdale, in the northern part of
the county of Lancafter. Thefe cragg fheep are greatly
efteemed for the fine flavour of their mutton, their ready
difpofition to fatten, and the finenefs of their wool. They
are a clofe compa& well-made breed of fheep, commonly
with white or mottled black and white faces and legs.
Their fleeces are fhort and clofe in the wool, which ufually
fells high. Their pafture is chiefly that of the poor fhort
rocky ‘hime-ftone kind,. They are deferving of more atten-
tion than has hitherto been beitowed upon them by the
farmers of the neighbourhoeds where they prevail.

The Shropfbire or Morf Breed or Variety.—This is a fort
which, according to the writer on live ftock, has {mall horns,
with fpeckled dark or black faces and legs ; they have the
full charalter of real fine-woolled fheep,. and have been, for
centuries, bred in Shropfhire, Staffordfhire, Worcefterfhire,
and the vicinity, Their fleece is nearly all fine, and, it is
faid, {uperior to’' Ryeland wool, fince the ¢rofling which has
taken place in that ftock. Mr. Pitt, of Pendeford; in a
letter to lord Somerville, dated 1799, eftimates.the extent
of Morf common, or walte, at 3600 acres, and the number
of fheep fummered thereon, at. 15,800, to the anrnual profit
of fifteen fhillings per acre in wool only, on a moderate
. calculation, eight fleeces and a half to the ftone of r4lbs.

Nothing is reckoned on account of carcafe, as the theep have
fome extra keep during winter, - It is added, that the
Shropthire commons produce good fine wool, but none equal
to Morf by fixpence a pound.

The Dorfetfbire Breed or Variety.—This breed is known
by having the face, nofe, and legs white, head rather long,
but broad, and the forehead woolly, as in the Spanifh and
Ryeland forts ; the horn round and bold, middle-fized, and
franding from the head; the fhoulders broad at top, but
lower than the hinder quarters; -the back tolerably. ftraight;
carcafe déep, and loins broad ; legs not long, nor very fine
in the bone, Weight per quarter in wethers, at three years
and a half old, from 161bs. to 20lbs. Mr. Billingfley fays,
that the wool 13 fine and fhert. - It is a breed which has the
peculiar property of producing lambs at any period in the

. feafon, even fo early as September and O&ober, fo as to.
fuit the purpofes of the lamb-fuckler. It has been found to
anfwer well in fome of the midland difiri&s, and, from its
clofe make, to be equally advantageous with almoft any
other. It is, however, fuppofed capable of improvement by
‘being crofled with rams of a larger fize. There are varieties
of it met with in feveral diftriéks. And it is faid by fome,
that the Dorfet breeders pay great attention to preferve the
colour of their flocks from mixture, fince white lambs: are
- the'moft ‘efteemed in the London markets, from a prefumed
{uperior delicacy in the meat. It is believed this is one of
the beft breeds in England, if not fuperior to’all others, con-
fidering its various qualifications. 'Their property of bring-
ing twins,” and' making our higheft priced houfe lamb, muft
be confidered firft ; they are both good hill fheep and pafture
theep, and their flefh is an excel%:;t medium between the
delicate ‘mutton of the hills, and the'rich and juicy meat of
the beft lowland fheep. The later Dorfet lambs, when
fattened, make the earlieft grafs lamb.. By the pratice of
this county, the lambs which. the breeders retain are fhorn
at Mid{fummer, having been taken from the ewes in May ;
produce of wool; one pound to% poiind and a half each, the
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price a penny per pound nearly, under the price of theep’swool.
A three-fhear fheep may produce four or five pounds of mid-
dling fine wool, which it would be highly advantagebus to
imprové to the utmoft, on this excellent breed. < .

This is a'breed, or fort of fheep, which feems to p
among the generality of farmers in the high lands, and forhe
other parts of the county of Devon, which border on the
above, in which they are found to anfwer very well.

And there is a breed or variety nearly conneGted with thefe
in the Mendip hilly diftri€. They are {maller than that
breed, having fmaller horns, more deer-headed, the wool lefs
in weight ; the mutton excellent in its flavour. It has been
obferved by the author of the ¢ General Treatife on Cattle,”
that in the Weft Riding of Yorkfhire, and in the adjoining
parts of Weﬁmorelani they have a breed of horned and
white-faced fheep, bearing a ftrong affinity to the Dorfets 3
they are called Craven and Wenfleydgle theep, but more ge-
nerally Peniflon, from the market town where they are fold.
They -are a good down or hill ftheep, in their pure itate, and
give 4 fleece of coarfe fhort wool, weighing between two and
three pounds, the carcafe good mutton, about fifteen pounds
per quarter.  They are varioufly crofled in that riding, with
Cheviot, Difhley, and Northumberland tups ; with the two
laft, for the purpofe of making pafture fheep, in which cafe
the weight of carcalfe is increafed to twenty or thirty pounds
per quarter.  In the north, this breed is commonly crofied
with the Heath fheep; which gives them black or grey faces
and legs, with fometimes a black fpot on the top of the neck,
the wool coarfe and open, inftead of being clofe and thick
fet upon the fkin, as a defence againit the feverity of the
climate of that hilly and expofed country in which they are
fed ; defes for which the remedy is obvious. Ryeland tups
have been tried with the Penifton ewes, a crofs which made a
confiderable improvement.

The Wiltfhire Breed or Variety.—This is a fort which has
fometimes the title of bormed-crocks. ‘The writer on live
ftock diftinguifhes the breed, as having a large head and
eyes, Roman nofe, wide noltrils, horns bending down the
cheeks, colour all white, wide bofom, deep greyhound breatt,
back rather ftraight, carcafe fubftantial, legs long, bone
coarfe, fine middle wool, very thin on the bélly, which is
fometimes bare. - He fuppofes, with Culley, that the bafis
of this breed is doubtlefs the Dorfet, enlarged by fome long-
woolled crofs ; but how the horns come to take a dire&ion
fo contrary, is not eafy, he thinks, to conjetture; he has
formetimes imagined it muft be the refult of fome foreign,
probably Tartarian, crofs. The old Hertfords were, he
{aysy fuppofed a kindred bréed with the Wilts, but at prefent,
the few of this kind bred in Herts are of fmaller {ize, longer
and -coarfer wool. Thefe large and leggy Wilts’ fheep
work well in the fold, and have always had the charafter of
good thrivers at corn, oil-cake, and the beft meat, making
very large mutton, and very deep in flefh, which is’ high-
flavoured, yielding the dark-coloured gravy. The breed is,
he adds, every where on the decline, generally fupplanted
by the South Downs, of which the farmers find they can,
on the fame quantity of land, keep more than one and a half,
for one of the Wilts, the former, moréover, producing both
better mutton and better wosl. ~The difeafe called the
goggles, is faid to be peculiar to the Wilts theep. It is
ttated, that this breed has beeh'long ufed, more or lefs; in the
counties. bordering' on Wilts, and in Surrey, Kent, Herts,
Effex, and -Middlefex. But that it is a breed not worth
preferving ; perhaps the only thing to be done with it to
advantage, is to crofs it with the Merino. The Hampthire
wvariety of this breed is faid, for what reafon he knsws not, to
be more hardy. Itis a breed, héwever, which is efteemed
in fome places. , -
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The Berkfbire Breed, or the Variety called Notts.—This is a
fort which the fame writer defcribes by having confiderable
length and bone, ftraight made like horfes, full fore.flank,
Roman faced, with diftin& black fpots, high on the leg,
thick fleece, of confiderable length. He fuppofes them to
clafs with the long-woolled breeds, and to probably bear
fome affinity to the breed of Oxfordfhire, ‘which is, he is
told, a peculiar variety. :

The peculiar qualities of the Berktfhire nott breed feem
to be its great fize, height on the legs, and weight when
fattened. It would appear, contrary to the opinion of fome,
that this breed is well fuited for the ftrong low lands of
its native diftri&, though the South Down fort are faft {up-
planting it in many places, probably without fufficient ex-
perience of them in fuch fituations. In contrafting them
with the horned Wiltfhire theep, it is found by fome that
the polled Berkfhire or nott fort are as certainly more pro-
perly adapted to the low and cold lands, as they are proved
to be more hardy for the fold, to fat {ooner, and to be lefs
liable to injury from the fly, than the horned fheep. When
fat, the fheep vary as much as from fourteen to forty pounds
the quarter, in weight, Thefe polled or nott fheep are,
however, not of fo large a fize as the horned fort of the
fame diftri®. The fleece of this breed of fheep is not fine,
and on the average it will take eight of them to a tod of
wool. The mutton is rather coarfe, as in all large breeds of
animals. The utility of croffing this breed is by no means
decided. Some advife to breed from the beft of this fort,
but to crofs for fattening. Crofles are, however, very
common between many different forts, as between the notts
and the Wiltthires, the Cot{wolds, the Leicefters, and dif-
ferent mixed breeds. \

The Berkthire nott breed is much valued in fome parts of
Oxfordfhire, efpecially for regular breeding as well as ftand-
ing the fold. They are ftrong, ative, and able to travel,
and fold unufually well ; againft which good qualities they
are, however, long in fattening, &c. The crofs with the
Leicefter improves them confiderably, ftill they are faft
giving way to the South Down and fome other breeds. -

And it is obferved in the Norfolk Agricultural Report,
that the Wiltfhire fheep have proved, in various trials, an
unprofitable breed, as well as the Norfolks; but it is re-
markable that for turnips, no fheep are faid, by many prac-
tical and experienced hufbandmen, to pay better, if {o -well.
In Hertfordfhire, many who turnip-feed adhere to that
breed, who admit the South Downs to be a fuperior fort for
grafs-feeding. )

Heath-Croppers or Windfor Foreft Breed or Variety.—This s
a fmall ill-thaped breed of little value, found abundantly in the
parithes which lie within the precin&s of the foreft of
Windfor in Berkfhire. Itis a breed which affords a very
fweet kind of mutton. A quarter of it will weigh about
twelve or fourteen pounds. And in regard to the wool,
about thirteen fleeces will make a tod. It is of equal value
with that of the South Down breed. The term heath-
croppers is very commonly, though vulgarly, applied to fheep
of this breed. .

The South Down Breed or Variety—This is a very valuable

“ fort of fheep, which Culley has diftinguifhed by having no
horns, grey faces and legs, fine bones, long {mall necks,
and by being rather low before, high on the.fhoulder, and
light in the fore-quarter, fides good, loin tolerably broad,
back-bone rather high, thigh full, twift good, mutton fine
in grain, and well-flavoured. . Wool fhort, very clofe and
fine, in the length of the {taple from two to three inches.
Weight per quarter in wethers at two years old 181bs. It
is a breed which prevails on the dry chalky downs in Suflex,
as well as the hills of Surrey and Keat, and which has lately

been much improved both in carcafe and wool, being much
enlarged forward, carrying a good fore-flank ; and for the
fhort lefs fertile hilly paftures 1s an excellent fort, as feeding
clofe. The fheep are hardy, and difpofed te fatten quickly; .
and where the ewes are full kept, they frequently produce
twin lambs, nearly in the proportion of one-third of the
whole, which are, when dropped, well-woolled. The we-
thers are capable of being difpofed of at an early age, being
feldom kept longer than two years old, and often fed at
eighteen months ; which is a very valuable property. But
according to the Suffex Agricultural Survey, the ewes are
commonly kept till between four and five, and found to
anfwer well to the graziers in the neighbourhood, as well as
the farmers in Norfolk and the adjoining counties, in’the
place of home-bred fheep, as being more expeditious feeders,
and equally adapted for the purpofe of the fold. It has
been obferved, that it is in faét a breed of fheep which, from
the compatinefs of their form, and their legs being fhorter,
confiderably outweigh both the Dorfet and Norfolk breeds,
in proportion to the fize of the carcafe, being heavy in a
{mall compafs. Their hardinefs is eftimated according to
the darknefs of the colour in the face and legs ; but as there
is inconvenience in the produce on this account, from the
wool, efpecially about the head and neck, becoming {potted
with black, and thereby thrown afide by the ftapler, as only
of half the full value, a middle degree of colour-may be
beft. As an open country breed, they are fufficiently gentle
and tra@able. They are capable of trayelling well, and of
refitting the effets of expofure to cold. The wool is
fcarcely, if at all, inferior in finenefs to that of the Here-
fordfhire kind ; as the pradtice of forting, which is common
in that diftri®, is not in ufe on the Downs. The excellent
properties of this breed have been brought fully to the
notice of the farmer, by the great patrons of improvement
in Bedfordfhire and Norfolk, and its fuperior merits on trial
have been fuch as to have induced the fheep-farmers in va-
rious diftri@s to introduce them in preference . to other
breeds. It is fated, in the Annals of Agriculture, that

- they have been found to confume lefs foad, in proportion to

weight, than the Norfolks, yet keeping in better order,
Young fheep produce the beft lambs; the crones are of
courfe conftantly fold at four or five years old; and if it
were done earlier, it is fuppofed, it would be more profit-
able. The author of the ¢ General Treatife on Cattle’ fug-
gefts, that the moft noted variety is that of Mr. Ellman, of
Glynd, in Suffex, who, he believes, firft enlarged the Down
breed, by the aid of polled or nozt Berkfhire tups. From
this enlarged crofs, he underftands, originated the ftocks
of the duke of Bedford and Mr. Coke; the: South Downs
of Mr. Coke being generally acknowledged the largeit and
fineft in England, a very pregnant proof of which was given
at lord Somerville’s cattle fhow, in a two-fhear Holkham
South Down wether, which weighed more than 401bs. per
quarter. Although quick and early feeders, they tallow
within remarkably. And in anfwer to the complaints of
thofe who knew the old Down fheep, that their wool is be-
come fo much coarfer than formerly, from the modern habit
of feeding the fheep with rape, cabbage, and oil-cake ; they
feem totally to forget the middle and long-woolled crofs, by
which the carcafe of the South Downs of the prefent day
has been enlarged, and their weight of wool increafed, and
rendered moare coarfe. The mutton is ftill excellent, al-
though probably not fo high-flavoured as the old Down
matton. It is alfo further fuggefted, that it would be dif-
ficult to peint out any part of the ifland for which this breed
would be unfit, but extremely ealy to name a vaft ‘number
of diftri@s where it would be a moft advantageous fubfti-

tute for the native ftocks.. It is fuppefed, that all the
‘ South
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South Downs want is the noble covéring of a Spanith fleece,
and how liftle their carcafe would fuffer by the crofs, has,
it is faid, been demonftrated by lord Somerville, in the ex-
hibition of a very fine ewe, large enough for any purpofe,
half Spanifh and half South Down. But in order to formn
a comparifon between the Norfolks and South Downs, Mr.
Overman of Norfolk, on March 27th, 1799, took from
turnips twenty-four two-years old Norfolk wethers, and ten
South Down of the fame age, having always lived together
from the time they were-lambed, and two hours afterwards
they weighed as follows :

ft. 1b. :
24 Norfolks from the field, 264 71 tt. Ib. oz.
Average . oo - - 11 1 1§
Ditto after fafting 28 hours, 237 i3
Average - - - 10 10 %
Difference - o 5 8
ft. Ib.
10 South Downs from the field, 109 4 it. 1b. oz.
Average - - - 10 13 ©
Ditto after fafting 28 hours, 106 2
Average - - - 1o 8 g9
Difference , - o 4 7
Ope of each lot flaughtered. - —_—
Norfolk.
ft. Ib. £ 5. d.
Mutton - - 6 10 at 6d. 2 7 0
Tallow - - 1 2% at 5d. o 6 10}
Head and pluck - o 10f o o0 g
Skin - - o o3 o 1 o
Wool - - o 3fat1yd o 5 4
3 o113
Blood - . o 6% —_—
Entrails - - o It
Lofs - - o o
‘ ‘ ‘Live weight - 10 12§
South Dogwn.
ft. 1b. £ s d.
Mutton - - 6 81 até6d 2 6 3
Tallow - - o 133 at 5d. o 5 7%
Head and pluck - o 10 o o g
Skin - - o 10 o 1 o
Wool - - o 7;at184. o i1 3
3 4 103
Blood - - - c 7
Entrails - - 0 11
Lofs - - o o.é
Live weight - 10 12
Norfolk - - - 3 o 11§
Down fuperior by - - o 3 1

- Befides, thefe Norfolk fheep lofing 111b. 100z, more of

their refpective weight (taken full and empty) is a ftrong

circumftance againft them. 'The Downs are run much thicker

on the land than the Norfolks. And Mr. Hill of the fame

diftri& eftimates the difference of flocking between Norfolks
Veor. XXXII.

and South Downs, at one-third in favour of the latter, in
number, in better condition, and of greater weight, both in
wool and carcafe; all fairly attributable te the fuperiority of
the breed, and free from any charge of leflening cattle, &c.
‘When his/flock was of Nortolks, fcarcely one in a {core had
a whole flecce; but now they are South Downs, fcarcely
one in a fcore is broken. And Mr. Blythe of Burnham
had, four years ago, a flock of between five and fix hundred
Norfolks : he has now one thoufand Scuth Downs on the
fame land, and has likewife double the wool from his land
ftocked with South Downs, to what he clipped when under
Norfolks. Alfo Mr. Durfgate, who. has had South Downs
fix years, is clear that, free from all change in hufban-
dry, or other circumftance that would unfairly affe the
comparifon, the number kept, compared with the Norfolks,
has been as five to four. The carcafe is as heavy-as the
Norfolks, more wool, and a better price. He does not
fold ; but the South Downs would bear it better than the
Norfolks. At Palfgrave he folds the South Downs, becaufe
there is a fheep-walk ; a Norfolk flock changing gradually
to South Downs. ’

Some think that the South Down are much fuperior to
the Norfolk, Cambridgethire, and weft country fheep, both
in point of form, hardinefs, finenefs of wool, and difpofi-
tion to fatten. Crofles of the South Down with other forts
are likewife much approved of in many places; as that of
the South Down ram with the Norfolk ewe, the Iambs of
which crofs are {ometimes greatly admired. Some fuppofe
it equally beneficial when done with feveral other breeds,
according to the circumftances of the different diftriis.
But this fort of croffing is very fparingly pratifed in the
native diftri& of this breed of fheep. It has been tried with
Spanith rams, and the wool has been confiderably improved
by the attempt ; but two great defets, not to be compenfated
by any improvement in the wool, are faid to be produced,
which are tendernefs of conftitution, and badnefs of fhape.
In other places this has not, however, been noticed to take
place. In Oxfordfhire, and feveral other counties, the
South Down breed is faft fupplanting the Berkfhire, Nor-
folk, and many other kinds.

And it is. ftated, in the Staffordfhire A gricultural Survey,
that the Cannock Heath are a fort of fheep that has much
refemblance to this breed, and is believed to have originated
from the fame, It is ftated to have been much improved in
the form, thicknefs, and weight of the carcafe, as well as
the finenefs of the wool, by crefling with rams of the Here
fordfhire breed. They are polled with grey faces and legs ;
low before ; wool fine and thickly fet, weighing two or three
pounds the fleece ; the mutton good: they weigh from 151bs.
to 201lbs. the quarter. 1In fir Edward Littleton’s improve.
ment of this breed, by croffing with Herefordthire tups, the
carcafe and wool were both bettered, the latter being ren-
dered worth nearly 2s. the pound.

The Norfolk Breed or Pariety.—In this fort of fheep, the
face is black ; the horns large and fpiral ; the carcafe long,
{mall, weak, and thin; narrow chine; large bones; very
long black or grey legs: mutton fine-grained and high-
flavoured, but does not. keep well in hot feafons. The
weight per quarter from 161bs. to 20lbs. The wool in the
beft part fhort and fine, but part coarfe. This breed is
chiefly prevalent in Norfolk and Suffolk, where folding is
much the praétice, as they have the property of travelling
well. They are found in difpofition to be given to be reft-
lefs, which renders them unfit ftock, except in good in-
clofures. And it is ftated, in the nineteenth volume of the
Anmnnals of Agriculture, that this fort of fheep, from pof-
fefling few valuable properties, in addition to that of ftand-
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ing the fold well, and as requiring much expence in winter
keep, an acre of turnips being the ufual allowance for half
a dozen befides hay, has lately given way to the South
Downs, which are fuppofed by fome to be hardier, lefs nice
in their food, fooner ready for the fold, and more quiet.
This laft fort has lately gained much ground. The wool
might be improved by a Spanifh crofs, but litsle other ad-
vantage would be gained. 1t has been remarked, in refpeét
to the quick tainting of this mutton, by Mr, Vyfe, butcher
of Eaton college, that the Norfolk mutton certainly will
taint fooner than any other, in very hot weather ; neither is
there any fort (that he knows) of a worfe flavour at that
time, though inferior to none in cool weather. . Many very
fine and fat Norfolks do not pleafe on the table. The fat
runs away in roafting, if they are laid to a hot fire; and
they rarely are fo fweet as the South Downs. The- latter
are in hot weather worth a halfpenny a pound more than the
Norfolks, When both are completely fatted, it is hard to
fay, guppoﬁng the feafon cool,) which upon an average is
fatteft : the flavour too, in fuch a feafon, he thinks, is equal,
“and as to coarfe meat, there i3 none in either fort. But if
they are killed in cool weather, before they are very fat, the
preference muft be given to the Norfolks, becaufe the meat
will in that cafe eat better, and there is a probability of
much more fat within, With refpe to profit to the feeder,
if they are fed entirely with grafs and upon good land, his
opinion is decidedly in favour of the South Downs; or if
* they eat turnips in the winter, and after that are kept two
or three months upon grafs in the {pring, it is the fame;
but if they are half fat againft winter, and are to be com-
pleted at turnips, he believes no fheep are more profitable
than Norfolks, perhaps none fo much fo. But both forts
fhould be kept where there is both turnip and grafs land.
There are varieties of this breed in Cambridge and Suffolk,
with coarfe wool, and weighing about 18 Ibs, or 20lbs. the
uarter.

Crofies of the Norfolky with the South Down and many
breeds of other kinds, are met with and highly valued in dif-
ferent fituations. S .

A great diverfity of opinion prevails, in regard to the
fuperiority of the Norfolk and the South Down, which has
led an experienced fheep farmer, at Finchfield in Eflex, to
make the very accurate-trial which is detailed below. In
September 1791, he purchafed in Suffolk a lot .of ewe
lambs, at 6/ 1os. the fcore: and in Suflex, in the O&ober
following, a lot of South Down ewe lambs, at 13/ the fcore.
Thefe lots of fheep were depaftured together, and received
in every refpe& the fame treatment until the 25th of the
fame month in 1793 ; when a fingle fheep, which was ad-
judged to be the level of each lot, was taken out, and after
both of them had fafted twenty-fix hours, they were weighed
alive, the South Down weighing g61bs. and the Norfolk
951bs: they were then killed, and the refults of the trial
were as follow.

South Down. Norfolk.

Carcal - - 1 1bs. 11bs.
Sk;.;a ) - - 5;;— : 5'?;2 ansd horns.
Legs cut off at the knee-joints, } _, 1

as ufual - - 12 Iz
Caul - - 3
Blood - . i‘ 2
Head and pluck - 7L 7i
Gutfat - - 23 2%
Entrails and contents - 124 14
Lofs by killing, probably urine 2 13

o 96 95

In favour of South Down,

e Cia

2} 1bs of fat, 41d. per pound o 10

11lb. of fkinandwool - o §

I 3

In favour of Norfolk.

. s d.

1 Ib. of mutton - o 5

1 ftore coft - - 6 6

6 11

Total difference in favour of Norfolk fheep 5s. 84.

‘It is noticed, that neither of thefe ewes had any lambs,
but at the time of trial, the Norfolk was more than half-
gone with lamb, and the South Down had but juit taken
the ram.

In fhort, the leading and chara&eriftic qualities of the
hizh and full-bred Norfolk and South Down fheep, feem
upon comparifon to be chiefly thefe, the wool of both is
found to be of the firft clothing quality, but the larger
quantity is produced by the South Down: the mutton of
both is equally delicious. But the quict gentle South Down
in the pafture, muft be oppofed to the wild impatient
ramblings of the Norfolk, whofe conftant exercife not only
excites continual appetite, but at the fame time occafions
confiderable wafte in the pafture, by treading down and un-
neceflarily {poiling a great deal of food they do not eat.
For this extraordinary exertion on the part of the Norfolk
fheep in thus, as it were, wantonly deftroying a large por-
tion of food which is prepared for its fubfiftence, there does
not appear, from the trial already noticed, to be the fmalleft
occafion at leaft, to put it on an equal footing with the
South Down in that particular; for it is evidently demon-
ftrated by that trial, that in an equally fized ftheep, the
heavieft, and moft capacious ftomach, and confequently re-
quiring the greateft quantity of food, is.found to appertain
to the Norfolk fheep, The hardinefs of the South Down,
enduring wet and cold lodging, and a greater degree of ab.
ftinence and fatigue than the Norfolk in the fold, 1s a fu-
periority of much moment; and only to be equalled by
another, which they poffefs in a very fuperior degree, which
is that of doing well upon coarfe four paftures. Thefe arc
fairly to be contrafted with the delicate conftitution, and
the tender aromatic herbage, required by the Nurfolk ; to
all which it may be added, that the South Down is an
equally good turnip fheep ; and for every poffible purpofe,
whether for its flefh, for its wool, for breeding, for folding,
or for the butcher, they demand a lefs fupply of food, and
of an inferior quality to that which, in every fituation, would
appear indifpenfible to the well doing of the Norfolk. On
the fcore of the firft coft of thefe fheep, an obje&ion may,
it is faid, be very juftly ftated as to their general ufe; but
when the South Down are more generally bred and increafed
through the country, in that proportion will the prefent ob-
jeGtion be done away; and though they may continue in
equal eftimation, they will neverthelefs, by their being more
generally diffufed and increafed every where, be brought to
a more equal level, in point of price, with the Norfolk, -
Welfh, and all thofe breeds fo juftly held in requifition for
the finenefs of their wool, and the fuperior excellence in the
flavour of their mutton.

The value of the crofles which have been made between
the Norfolk and Welth theep, by the South Down rams,

are far from being decided, fome fheep-farmers thinl;ing
them
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them highly beneficial, while others {trongly reprobate
them,

Delamere Foreft Breed or Variety.—This is a breed or fort
of fheep, which is found about the foreft of that name, in
the county of Chefter. In point of fhape, the animals are
faid not to be unlike thofe of a diminutive Nerfolk fort,
having the faces and legs black, grey, brown, and white,
generally with fmall horns. The breed is fmall, the wethers
not weighing more than from 8lbs. to 12 lbs. the quarter,
at four years old. The mutton is in common much
cfteemed, and the wool is valuable, felling about the year
1808 at 2/, 12s. 6d. the ftone of 20lbs; the fleeces are,
however, {mall, often not weighing more than 21lbs. The
wool is commonly purchaled by the manufaéturers of cloth
in Yorkfhire.

The Herdwick Breed or Variety.—This is a breed which
is charaBterized by Mr. Culley by having no horns, and
the face and legs being fpeckled ; the larger the portion of
white, with fewer black fpots, the purer the breed; legs
fine, {mall, clean; the lambs well covered, when dropped ;
the weight per quarter, in the ewes, from 6 Ibs. to 8 lbs. ;
in the wethers of four years and a half old, from glbs. to
12 lbs. ; the wool fhort, thick, and matted in the fleece.
It is a breed peculiar to the elevated mountainous tra& of
country at the head of the river Efk, and Duddon in Cum-
berland, where they are let in herds, at an annual fum:
whence the name, At prefent they are faid to poflefs the
property of being extremely hardy in conftitution, and ca-
pable of fupporting themfelves on the rocky bare moun-
tains, with the trifling fupport of a little hay in the winter
feafon ; fcratching down to the heath, during the fnows,
for their fubfiftence ; and by their conftantly moving about,
not being liable to be drifted over by fnow. TFrom the na-
ture of the climate, the ewes produce their lambs late, and
are generally kept as long as they produce lambs. But
the wether ftock is ufually difpofed of from the mountains,
without being put in the paftures, at from four to five years
old. It is obferved, that the fleece in this breed is finer
than that of the Heath fort, but coarfer than any of the fhort-
woolled breeds. It is a breed that ftands in need of a crofs
with fome of the finer-woolled breeds, and the Spanifh has
been fuggefted as proper for the purpofe.  The property of
the flocks, as well as of the. mountains, is in lord Muncafter,
the lord of the foil ; and the farmer of the principal flock is
now Mr, Tyfon, whofe family, it is faid, have inhabited
this wild and fequeftered {pot through four centuries. Mr.
Tyfon is a tup breeder, and fells a number of Herdwick
tups yearly, fome at feveral guineas each, to the adjoining
diftriéts, where their known hardy qualities are defirable.

The Cheviot Breed or Variesy.—This breed of fheep is
known by the want of horns; by the face and legs being
moftly white, and the eyes lively and prominent ; the belly
long ; little depth in the breaft ; narrow there and on the
chine; clean, fine, {mall-boned legs, and thin pelts; the
weight per quarter, when fat, from 12 lbs. to 18 Ibs. 5 the
wool partly fine, and partly coarfe. Mr. Culley confiders
this as a valuable breed of mountain fheep, where the
herbage is chiefly of the natural grafs kind, which is the cafe
in the fituations where thefe are found the moft prevalent,
and from which they have obtained their name. It'is a
breed which hae undergone much improvement within thefe
few years, in refpedt to its form and other qualities, and
has been lately introduced into the moft northern diftri&s ;
and from its hardinefs, its affording a portion of fine wool,
and being quick in fattening, it is likely to anfwer well in
fuch fituations. The Spanifh and South Down have been
advifed as proper crofles for this fort of fheep,

And it is obierved by the writer of the Argylefhire Re-
port, that the Cheviot fheep are in every refpe& fuperior to
the black-faced kind, and found to be equally fit for a
mountainous fituation. They are hardy, fine-woolled, and
well-thaped. They are long-bodied and long-limbed, which
fits them for climbing fteep mountains, and for travelling,
either for feeking their food, or going to a diftant market.
Their fleece, too, is finer, clofer, and warmer. They have
every property that fhould be fought in a mountain fheep,
and accordingly they have been found to thrive in every
part of the Highlands in which they have been tried, and
are faid to be lefs fubje&t to difeafes than the black-faced
kind. Some of them have been lately introduced into the
county by the duke of Argyle, and by Mr. Campbell of
Auch, in the higheft parts of Glenurchay, and found to
an{wer exceedingly well. And lord Breadalbane, a few years
ago, made a prefent of fome Cheviot wedders to feveral of
his tenants in Glenurchay, in order to try how they would
fare on the fame pafture with the black-faced kind; and
the writer was informed by fome of the ftore-mafters, that
they perceived no difference in their thriving. Indeed no
part of this county is more inclement than that from which
they came, where the hills are fometimes covered with fnow
for three or four months in a year, -and where many of the
lower walks confift of peat-bogs and deep moraffes ; {o that
with us their fituation would be mended, a circumftance
which will always enfure fuccefs.

. It is likewife ftated in the twelfth volume of the Sta-
tiftical Account of Scotland, that the following experiment,
made in the parith of Barr, in Ayrthire, fhews the com-
parative hardinefs and value of the Cheviot breed. In
June, 1792, a ram and two {fcore of ewe hogs, of the
Cheviot breed, were put upon one of the higheft and voldeft
farms in the parith. The harveft was wet, the winter and
{pring ftormy, and the lofs of the native fheep, through po-
verty and difeafe, was confiderable; yet all thefe, though
firangers, and in fuch a fituation, did well. The wool of
the native fheep, taking ten fleeces to the ftone (24 lbs.),
fold at 7s. 6d. ; the wool of the Cheviot kind, taking only
feven and a half to the ftone, fold at 155, The proht here
was great’; but how much more, if the wool had fetched
its real value of 20s. the ftone! And in ¢ The Obferva-
tions on different Breeds of Sheep,” it is ftated that in
1792, the Cheviot wool fold from 18s. to 20s. the fmeared,
and from 20s. to 22¢. the white; from fix to eight fleeces
of the firft, and from eight to nine of the laft, going to the
ftone. Some went as high as 23s. ; and it is thought it will
foon be improved fo as to fetch 30s., if not 40s. Draft
ewes fold from 12s. to 16s., and three-years old wedders
from 18s. to 22s. In Etterick, Eweldale, and Liddef-
dale, they are now converting their flocks as quickly as
poflible into the Cheviot breed. The Roxburgh Agricul-
tural Report alfo fays, that Liddefdale is the worft diftricy,
yet the Cheviot breed thrive in it. The writer of the firft
of thefe Reports remarks, that it is difficult for thofe who
have already got another kind to change the breed ; but
new beginners ought undoubtedly to ftock with the Cheviot
kind. It isfaid that the Yorkfhire graziers have a preju-
dice againft this kind ; probably becaufe they would then
have more rivals in the trade, which is now in few hands ; as
the carcafe, and not the wool, is the principal objeét of at-
tention. - Whatever there may be in this, the intreduétion
of the Cheviot, which would treble the price of wool, would
more than balance it. And he adds, from the fame volume
of the Statiftical Account of Scotland, that even they who
have anather ftock, and cannot conveniently change it,
might at lealt crofs it with the Cheviot breed, which might
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be done with little trouble, and to great advantage. In
the years 1787, 1788, and 1789, an intelligent farmer, in
the parith of Moffat, put Cheviot rams to his black-faced
ewes. In 1790 he fold the wool of the fheep produced by
that crofs at 10s. the fix fleeces; and the wool of his other
ftock of the black-faced kind, which went exaétly on the
fame pafture, only at 6s. 34. the feven fleeces. The fheep
thus produced were as healthy as his other fheep, the car-
cafe not materially altered, and the weight of the wool in-
creafed a feventh part, and its price more than a third.
The farm on which they were is as high- ground as almoft
any in Scotland,

And the fheep which are at prefent known by the title
of Long Hill fbeep, by the northern farmers, are a horrlefs,
white-faced, loofe-thaped breed, having a coat of ordinary
fhort or fine wool, perhaps raifed by croffing, through time,
the old country breed with thofe of the Cheviot kind.
They are faid to be more tender than the fhort or black-
faced breed, but to anfwer well with good care and keep.
However, from the praétice of milking ewes of this breed,
for the purpofe of making cheefe, being found to be pre-
judicial, it has lately been much left off by the beft theep-
farmers in thefe diftri&ts.

The Dun-faced Breed or Variety.—This is a fort which
Culley fays has no horns; the face in common of a dun-
tawny colour; the fize fmall ; the tail fhort; the mutton
fine i texture; the weight often only 61lbs. or 7 Ibs. the
quarter ; the wool varioufly ftreaked and blended with dif-
ferent culours, fome of which is very fine. He fuppofes it
to partake of the Spanifh breed, but it is not fo hardy as
the Cheviot breed. The mutton of this breed is excellent
in flavour. They are fuppofed by fome to have had a
Spanifh origin ; but they have been naturalized, for a great
length of time, on the Grampian and other hilly diftri&s in
Scotland.

The Shetland Breed or Variety.—This is a {mall breed,
and moftly without horns ; but what more particularly dif-
tinguifhes it from other breeds, is the uncommon {mallnefs
and thortnefs of the tail ; the weight per quarter from 7 Ibs.
to 1olbs.; the wool very fine, and o? varigus. colours.
The breed is very hardy, but much too wild in its difpofi-
tion to be confined in inclofed paftures, and of courle lefs.
proper for the purpofes of the grazier. There is a fort of
this breed of fheep, which, according to Mr. Johnfon,
carries coarfe wool above, and fine foft wool underneath ;
and the fheep have three different fucceffions of wool an-
nually, two of which refemble long hairs rather than wool,
and are by the common people termed fors and frudda. As
foon as the wool begins to loofen at the roots, which is
moftly about February, the hairs or fzudda fpring up ; and
when the wool it cautioufly pulled off, the tough hairs con-
tinue faft, until the new wool grows up about a quarter of
an inch in length, then they gradually wear off ; and when
the new fleece has acquired two months’ grewth, or there-
abouts, the rough hairs, termed fors, {pring up and keep
root, until the proper feafon for pulling it arrives, when it
is plucked off along with the wool, and 1s feparated from it,
at the time of drefling the fleece, by an operation called
Sorfing. The feudda remains upon the fkin, as if it were a
thick coat, a protetion againft the inclemency of the
feafon. But the native or kindly breed, that bear the foft
cottony fleeces, according to Mr. Culley, are rather deli-
cate; though the fa&t of their eating the fea-weed greedily,
when the ground is covered with [now, and often during
long and fevere fnows, when they have little elfe to live on,
feems to prove the contrary. ' Nature, he fays, feems to
have imparted to them a perfett knowledge of the times at

which this food may be procured ; for immediately upon
the tide begimming to fall, they in one body run direétly
down to the fea-fhores, although feeding on hills feveral
miles diftant from the fea, where they remain until the tide
returns, and obliges them to feek their ufual haunts. They
are very hardy, and the wildeft of all the breeds of thefe
animals. .

But in refpet to the wool of thefe beawer fheep, as they
are fometimes termed, it is fhort and open, and deftitute of
a covering of long hairs, Thefe fine {oft fleeces are liable
to be rubbed off during winter, or early {pring, which, it
is fuppofed, might be prevented, by clipping the fheep in
the ufual way, inftead of the abfurd mode of pulling them
off, which tends to weaken the fheep, and decreafe the
length of the ftaple of the wool. In regard to colour this
wool is various, as filver grey, which is the finet ard fofteft ;
the pure awhite, which is moftly of the greateft value for all
the purpofes of the fineft combing wool ; the dlack, and the
mourat or brown, which are very little inferior : the whole
of the fofteft texture, fit for the finet manufaltures, and
in fome inftances rivalling even Spanifh wool, than which it
is fomewhat longer in the ftaple, and not fo elaftic. And
it is ftated to have been manufaltured into ftockings of ex-
traordinary finenefs; and that the fleece attached to the
fkin affords a fur of great value. This breed was formerly
a native of the higher parts of Aberdeenthire, and in the
diftri&s to the northward of it ; but it has been fince much
crofled, and it is now mioftly confined to the Orkney and
Shetland ifles, the pureft breed being to be found in the
latter. The number of the leaver fheep in thefe ifles
amounted to ninety thoufand, fome years fince ; and five or
fix of them are {aid to be capable of being fed with the food
required for one Englifh fheep. Inthe Weft Riding of
Yorkfhire, Mr. Beaumont is faid to have made a trial of
thefe fheep ; the refult of which was, that they did not fat,
but grow, which thews that their fize would mmprove with
that of the foil : their wool alfo improved in length. But
‘the original old breed of the Highlands are faid to partake
of the nature of the goat and deer ; their coat confifting of
a fort of fur or down, covered by long, ftraight, rigid
hairs, like thofe of the beaver, rather than wool ; tail {hort,
flender, tapering, not larger than that of the deer or goat,
and thinly covered with ftrong, filvery hairs; the face co-
vered with fleek hairs, like the face of the deer, with his
prominent eyes. They are tame, delicate of frame, and
requiring to be houfed in winter : their fleth of high venifon
flavour. The breed is found in its original purity, in the
central Highlands, on the fouthern banks of Strath Tay,
and between thofe and Strath Brand ; and on the banks of
Loch Nefs, in the northern Highlands, as well as in the
Shetland iflands.

The Merino or Spanifb Breed or Variety.—In this breed
of fheep the males have horns, but the females are without
them., They have, according to lord Somerville, white
faces and legs; the body not very perfeét in fhape; rather
long in the legs ; fine in the bone; a degree of throatinefs,
or produétion of loofe pendulous fkin urder the neck ; and
the pelt fine and clear; weight, when tolerably fat, per
quarter, in the rams about 17lbs., in the ewes 11lbs.;
the wool very fine. It isa breed that is aflerted by fome
to be tolerably hardy, and to poflefs a difpofition to fattén
readily ; but others maintain the contrary opinion.

His majefty took the lead in the introduction of the Merino
breed into this country, and his firft flock was imported in
1792 ; but other nations feem to have got the ftart in this
refpe@, as Sweden had them even in 1723, where they have
fince greatly increafed ; and in France, Germany, and fo}rlne
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other ftates, they were probably known leng before. They
have lately fpread much in this country, and been greatly
improved in different refpets, by judicious croffing with
other forts. The horns in the true Merino rams are now of
a middle fize ; the faces and legs darkith-white, the latter
rather inclined to be too long. The wool is uncommonly
fine, and weighs about 311lbs. to the fleece, not being
liable to deteriorate in this climate. The fleeces have a
dark brown tinge in their furfaces, formed by duft fticking
on the greafy yolky property of its pile; the contraft be-
tween which and the rich white coloured wethers, and the
rofy hue of the fkin, is very ftriking on the firft view.

Some ¢érofs the Merino rams with Devonfhire ewes, but
the Ryelands are more commonly preferred. They confider
five crofles as neceflary for reaching perfe&ion ; and on that
ground properly conclude, that the wool of the firft crofs
can only reafonably be fuppofed to be worth about 74. the
pound more than that of the maternal ftock, ou the idea
that it will, in five crofles, be of the value of 3s. above that
of the Ryeland ewe ; making an improvement of about 74.
in each crofs. And that if the wool, when this fort is
mixed with the moft valued native breeds, does not gain its
neceflary degree of finenefs in lefs than five crofles, it is un-
reafonable to expe& the full price for it at one crofs. It is,
however, certain that the animal is improved by a mixture
with the Ryelands, and that the wool will not ultimately be
found inferior to that of the Spanifh ftock. The Spanith
crofs with the South Down and Ryeland, in feveral de-
grees, is diffufing itfelf in many diftricts with great benefit.
With the latter, in Devonfhire, the wether produce, at
two years old, weigh 15 Ibs. the quarter, and afford a fleece
of 5lbs. each, worth 3s. the pound. In other cafes, the
weight of mutton is greater in the firft crofs ; and the fhear
of wool from 6% lbs. to 7 Ibs. in the yoak to the fleece, at
the fame age. Crofles with fome other fine-woolled breeds
are likewife made with great utility.

But according to Dr. Parry, who has had great ex-
perience of this breed, they are, as ftated in a late work
on Live-ftock, entirely enveloped in wool, which grows
under the jaws, down the forehead to the eyes, under the
belly, and down the legs to the very feet. It is aftonifh-
ing to fee how thickly it covers the fkin; it will {carcely
give way to the preflure of the hand, but yields as it were
by ftarts, like the clofe fhort hair of an extremely fine
clothes-bruth. In wathing them, the water penetrates to
the fkin with great difficulty. The fleece ‘is heavier, in
proportion to the carcafe, than that of any other known
breed in Europe. In the raw flate (unwafthed on the
fheep’s back or afterwards), the fleeces of the two-years
old ewes average at 4ilbs. avoirdupois, and the weight
of the living ewe being about 6olbs. the proportion of wool
to that of carcafe is about 1lb. to 123lbs. The fleede of
a fat wedder of the fame age will be from slbs. to 7lbs.
In eight fhearling rams, weighed alive, after having been
clipped; the weight of the fleece to that of the living ani-
mal, was as one to about twelve and three quarters. The
wool from the head and behind the ears, and the reft of
the refufe, generally called daglocks, had been previoufly
taken away. It is added, that had thefe fheep been wathed
before fhearing, their fleeces would have loft about a ninth
part. And that the length of the ftaple or filaments varies.
In a fhearling ram, fhorn when a lamb, a fample of the
wool cut clofe to the {kin above the fhoulder, was three
inches and a half in length; and that of the breech, or
middle of the back part of the thigh, three inches and three
quarters: of an ewe of the fame age, about a quarter of
an inch fhorter: the average according very exaétly with

the fpecimens taken from newly imported Spanith fheep.
An inftance of the extraordinary length of ftaple, of four
inches and three quarters, is related, which from the fcoured
fleece produced a fample more than five inches long. The
proportion of fine wool in the fleeces of the Spamifh fheep
is much greater than thofe of any pure Englith breed.
Thus, while in the Ryeland, which 1s probably divided into
four or five {orts, the fineft wool from the neck and fhoulders

“ does not make above one~ei.lg‘hth part of the whole fleece :

in that of his majefty’s flock, the fine wool formed near
four-fifths of the whole. It is farther obferved, that of
Dr. Parry’s wool, confifting of whole fleeces taken from
fheep which had not more than three or four croffes of
the Spaniard, and divided into three forts (R.F.T.), ac-
cording to the Spanith method, 155%lbs. produced of R.
or Rafinos, or fuperfine, 104lbs. more than two-thirds of
the whole. And the uniformity of finenefs in the improved
wool is fuch, that in fhewing fpecimens from thefe differ-
ent parts of the fame animal, (the fhoulder and the breech,)
which are generally confidered as producing the beft and
the worft wool ; the do&or never met with any three per-

‘fons who could agree which was the fineft, and many

good judges aGtually decided in favour of the latter. This
wool contains a great deal of yolk, or oil, which is apt to
entangle the duft of the fields, fo as often to form a kind
of mat of nearly an inch in thicknefs; it is remarkably, or
rather wholly free from ftitchel hairs or kexﬁps. Brownnefs

“in the wool of any particular fheep is an indication of

fuperior finenefs (and fuch was the colour of the ancient
fine-woolled ‘fheep, and we need not look for the caufe in
any peculiar quality of foil or compofition mixed with the
wool) ; it will neverthelefs fcour white. But according to
lord Somerville, this dark-brown tinge on the furface of
the beft fleeces amounts almoft to a black, which is
formed by duft adhering to the greafly yolky properties of
its pile; and the contraft between it and the rich white
colour within, as well as that rofy hue of the fkin, pecu-
liarly denoting high proof, furprife at firft fight. The
harder the fleece is, and the more it refifts any outward
preffure of the hand, the more clofe and fine will be the
wool. . Here and there 2 fine pile may be formed with an
opén fleece, though but rarely. And in Mr. Tollet’s Spanith
flock, purchafed from lord Somerville, the average weight
of each Spanith fleece in the greafe was slbs. 13 0z., and
the lighteft ewe fleece 3lbs. 40z., and the heavieft ram
fleece 11lbs. 12 0z. of very good quality. This ram was
not quite thirteen months old at fhéar.day, and was ad-
judged to weigh 20lbs. per quarter. Mr. Tollet declined
the price of two hundred guineas for him, likewife that of
one hundred for the ufe of him during the tupping feafon :
he does not wath his Merino fheep before fhearing, fince,
from the clofene{s of the fleece, it is not much liable to
the intrufion of dirt: as it does not lofe quite half its
weight in {couring by the manufa&urer, an eftimate may
be made after that rate of the value of the fleece in the
yolk. The fleece of the young ram produced upwards of
35¢. and the average produce of the whole unwathed Me-
rino wool 18s, 9d. each fleece. The price of the fuper-
fine more than four.fifths of the whole, 6s. 34. and 6. per
pound of the third fort, or fribs, which was but about one
pound in the whole quantity. Mr. Bartley has fomewhere .
mentioned, that four wethers of this breed produced the
quantity of 352lbs. of wool; and of feveral ewes which
produced 81bs. each, and of a wether which gave 1cilbs.
In the introduction of this breed his majefty, as hasbeen
{een, has taken the-lead, and from his flock a great num-
ber of the improvers of it have been fupplied in the dif-
ferent
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ferent fales that have been made fince its firlt eftablifhment.
In the fale of 1803, in Kew Lane, under the direttion of
fir Jofeph Banks, the numbers fold, according to fome,
were twenty-four fhearling rams, which produced the fum
of 402/. gs.; feven full.mouthed and four toothed rams,
171l 13s. 6d. 3 fourteen ewes, 118/ 8s. ; amounting in all
for the forty-five theep to 6g2/. 10s. 64. The higheft price
of the fhearling was 42 guineas, the loweft 61 75. Of the
full.mouthed rams, 28 guineas were the hi%he{’(, and 74 the
lowelt price. Of the ewes, 11 guineas the higheft, 6 the
loweft. The rams were put up at fix guineas, the ewes
at two guineas; the former prices at which they were
allowed.

The wool has been fold this year unfcoured at 4. 64.
per pound.  The fize of the ewes fomewhat under our pure
Ryelands, but above feveral of our {mall breeds; heads
fharp and well-fhaped, with occafionally a black fpot er
two ; wool externally having a dirty tinge, but without
that red-brown hue which has been before mentioned ; ears
pendulous ; perfe@t ewe-neck, with the finking or cavity
both before and behind the fhoulder, the top of which 1s
generally higher than the rump ; capacious belly, the ani-
mal ftanding wide and well upon the legs; the rams gene-
rally of good fize, fome of them large enough for any pur-
pofe whatever, and of a great bone, but flat and {ymme-
trical ; feveral of them were of as gaod and ufeful form as
need be feen, having compa& joms and fhoulders, and
ftraight backs. Two or.three individuals refembled very
ftrikingly our Dorfet and Hampthire ftock; the charac-
teriftic velvet or filken glofs on the fhorn faces of the rams
was remarkable, and their countenance put one in mind of
the fair-haired human complexion. Mouths by no means
fine

And it has been obferved, that the large tuft of wool
covering the face of Merino fheep is extremely inconve-
nient in northern countries, where they have frequent heavy
drifts of fnow. And that it is lord Somerville’s praétice
to clip this and the leg-wool two or three times a-year, be-
ginning about fix weeks after fhearing. But that in winter,
and in very rigorous climates, it may not be proper to leave
the head too bare and expofed, as it may produce difeafe.
Thefe clippings may be proper for inferior purpofes, and
the fleece be rendered more pure and valuable without them.
The tuft on the head, and even the throatinefs, or protu-
berance in the throat, charadteriftic of the Spanifh fort,
are, as it is aflerted, difcoverable, in degrees, in fome of
the native breeds, particularly the Ryeland, fhewing its
origin. And a good judge, Mr. Knight, contends, that
the produce of a crofs with this breed, and the Archenfield
or true Ryeland fort, is extremely ugly, and, according to
his information, fubje& to the.foot-rot. On fome rich
paftures in Middlefex this has alfo been found to be the
cafe in both the true and croffed breed.

The Mugged Breed or Variety—This is a fingular breed
of fheep, which formerly prevailed throughout all the low
lands of Northumberland. They had a fhort, coarfe, curled
wool, covering their heads, faces, and legs, and grew down
to their feet; in form they refembled hill fheep; their
fhoulders low and fharp; fides flait; back rather arched;
loins thin. It has been fuggefted, that this mugged ap-
pearance may have been the refult of a Spantth crofs,
T'his fort of fheep has extended to Yorkfhire; and traces
of them are {till vifible, although they have long fince given
place to fheep of the long-woolled kinds. They are now
chiefly met with in the northern counties,

The Welfb Sheep or ¥ ariety.~Thefe, which are the moft
general breed in the hill diftri&ts, are {mall-horned, and all

over of a white colour. They are neat ¢ompalt fheep
There is likewife a polled fhort-woolled fort of fheep in
thefe parts of the country, which are efteemed by fome.
And the genuine Welfh mautton, from its fmallnéfs and
delicate flavour, is commonly well-known, highly efteemed,
and fold at a high price. But the fattening of the {mall
Welth fheep has not in general been found to anfwer in
the fouthern diftrifts of the kingdom. In fhort, this is
a breed which ftands in need of much improvement, and
which is capable of admitting of it with much advantage
to the fheep-farmers of that diftri&t.

The croffes of it fhould be with the larger finer woolled
breeds, that afford good mutton, and be made with great
care and attention. It is fuppofed by fome, that the
Welth are the original of all the different breeds of fheep in
the ifland.

The Irifb Breed or VPariety.—This 1s a breed of fheep,
which is defcribed in this way by Culley. Thelfe fheep are
fupported by very long, thick, crooked, grey legs; their
heads long and ugly, with large flagging ears, grey faces,
and eyes funk ; necks long, and fet on below the fhoulders;
breafts narrow and fhort, hollow before and behind the
fhoulders ; flat-fided, with high, narrow, herring-backs;
hind-quarters drooping, and tail {et low. In fhort, they
are almoft in every refpe&t contrary to what he apprehends
a well-formed fheep fhould be. The {pirit of improvement
in fheep-ftock has however extended itfelf to Ireland, and
there can be no doubt, therefore, but that they will foon im-
prove this as well as other forts of live-ttock.

Indeed, fince the period in which the above account of
Irifh fheep was given, many ufeful and important altera-
tions and improvements have been produced by judicious
fele&ion and croffing in this fort of ftock, in feveral differ-
ent parts of that country.

However, independent of thefe numerous breeds or varic-
ties of fheep, which are inhabitants of this ifland, there
are in other countries many other kinds, which may be
jutt noticed for the fake of curiofity, as they are occa-
fionally féen in parks and pleafure-grounds in this intention.
The more cold diftri&s-of Iceland and Ruffia afford a many-
horned breed of fheep, moftly from four to feven or eight ;
having a coat of dark-brown coloured hairy wool, weigh-
ing about four pounds, and covering’ an interior one of
fhort foft fur. Alfo in Ruffian Tartary, a large lop-ecared,
polled aquiline-nofed breed of fheep, fomewhat refembling
the Wiltthire and Dorfet breeds in their fhape, are pro-
duced, and which have a long thick wool, of a black and
white mixed or roan colour, and in the place of atail, a
Iarge cufhion of fat occupying the rump; hence fome
naturalitts have called them fat-rumped fheep. 'This and
the broad-tailed breed are fometimes called the Kalmue
and Aftrachan breeds. The projeftion of fat, in this, has
an exquifite delicate marrowy tafte. Some fay the woal is
rather fhort, not coarfe, but having hair growing through it.
They are faid to be fo prolific as to bring twa or three
young at once. And in Walachia, Crete, and through
moft of the Archipelago iflands, there is a breed of theep
which have fingular horns, twifted in a fpiral or fcrew-
like manner, ftanding in a perpendicular or diverging ex-
tending manner from the fore-part of the head, to fome
height. In fize and fhape tolerable, bearing a long fhaggy
but not coarfe coat, Likewife in the extended diftri&ts of
Perfia, Syria, Egypt, and Barbary, the 2road-tailed theep
are met with, the tail in fome of which grows to the
breadth of a foot, and to a length to bring them to the
weight of from twenty to fifty pounds, on which account
the thepherds are {ometimes under the neceffity of fupport.
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ing them on d carriage to prevent them from galling and
exhaufting the animal. Thefe appendages are moitly alfo
efteemed a great delicacy, being of a nature between fat
and marrow. Further, fome of this breed of fheep, efpe-
cially thofe of the mountainous forts, have a wool of extra-
ordinary length and finenels, from which are made the ex-
penfive Indian fhawls, and fome other fabricks.

And the Guinea breed of fheep, faid to be common in
tropical climates, is large, ftrong, and f{wift, and though
dometticated, are often found in a wild ftate ; having coarfe,
hairy coats, fhort horns, pendulous ears, and a {ort of dew-
lap under the chin. ,

What is called the Madagafear breed of fheep, is alfo of
a good fize, and well covered with a clofe pile of {mooth
glofly hair in the place of wool. .

The Buckharian breed of fhecp is alfo hairy, and kept in
large flocks in Great Tartary. The ifland of Antigua has
likewife a breed of the fame kind. Sheep of this fort
were imported from Spain by fir Jofeph Banks, with coats
as fleek and {mooth as thofe of a horfe, and which never at
any feafon exhibited the leaft appearance of wool or down,
or any thing of a fimilar kind.

It may be noticed, that it has been well ftated in a late
practical work, that in the breeds of theep there are evident
differences in their fizes, forms, flefh, wool, and other pro-
perties, that' admirably adapt them for different forts of
pattures, fitvations, and ufes of the farmer. - And that the
large long-woolled breeds, from their being more flow,
heavy, and tame in their difpofitions than meft other kinds,
are in general the moft proper for the rich inclofed pafture
diftricts : the breeds which poflefs greater length in the legs,
more aétivity in walking, and a lefs burthen of wool, are
fuited to the more elevated lands, fuch as the downs, moors,
and heaths in different parts of the ifland, where the paf-
turage is lefs fertile and luxuriant ; and that the {mall light
carcafed hardy breeds are moit adapted to the expofed moun-
tainons fituations, where the food is more fparing, and ob-
tained with greater difficulty and expence. Aand in the
Rural Economy of the Midland Counties, it has been ob-

ferved that a very long-woelled breed of fheep, as the old.
Lincolnthire or Teefwater fort, is neceflary alfo in the view -

of our finelt worfted manufa&ures ; and another, fuch as
that of the mew Leicefter, for the inferior kind of grafs-
lands, and the rich inclofed arable lands, where the folding
fyftem is not in ufe; for the fupplying the materials of the
coarfer forts of worlteds, fockings, baize, coarfe cloths,
blankets, carpets, and other articles of the fame kind;
while a middle-woolled breed, as the Wiltfhire, the Nor-
folk, or the South Down, is wanted for the well-foiled
arable lands, where the pra&ice of the fold is in ufe, in the
“view of making cloths of the narrow medium kinds ; a very
fine.woolled breed, as the Hereforfhire Ryeland, for the fineft
cloths ; and the Shropfhire, or fome of the more hardy
breeds, for the heathy mountainous fituations. The Spanith
and Cheviot forts may alfo be proper in the laft intentions.
What is therefore chiefly neceflary to be regarded in the in-
troducing of new breeds of fheep, is to contider with atten-
tion the nature and fituation of the paftures on which they
are to be fupported, and to carefully avoid making ufe of
larger or finer breeds than can be properly fuftained; as
" upon due management in this refpe@, much of the fuccels
in the improvement of theep-ftock muft neceflarily depend.
. Where bettering the form of the animal, and improving the
quality of the wool or coat, are the principal objedts,
they may be effeted by judicious crofling with proper
breeds for the particular purpofe, on the principles that

have been explained in {peaking of the nature of breeding,
and which is farther {hewn below. (Sée BrREep, BREEDING,
and Live-Srock.) Indeed this laft circumftance is one
which fhould particularly engage the notice of the farmer in
the bufinefs of ftocking his lands with fheep, as it feems
from numerous ftatements, that wool of the fineft quality
may be produced in this country by means of Spanifh fheep,
and their being properly crofled with our fine-woolled breeds,
which 1s a matter of the greateft national importance, as
affording a probable means of rendering us independent of
the foreign {upply of this expenfive but indifpenfible article.
The breeding fheep-farmer fhould therefore be particularly
interefted in promoting this fort of improvement, in all
fituations where the nature of his land will admit of it,
which lord Somerville has fthewn may be the cafe in moft
inftances where the fhort-woolled breeds of fheep can be
propetly kept, or probably on more than one-half of the
pafture-lands of the ifland. And he has remarked’ that
there is one inducement te this, which is that of its not in-
terfering with the produ&ion of the moft valuable fort of
mutton, 2 point to which the fheep-breeders of this coun-
try have till lately been particularly attentive, almoft with-
out regarding the quality of the wool: as it has been found
that the quality of the flefh ia the different divifions of fheep
inclines to the nature of the wool, the fhort-woolled fheep
being clofe in the grain of their fleth, of courfe heavy in the
fcale, and in the tafte high-flavoured ; while the polled long-
woolled fort are more open and loofe in this refpe&, larger
in fize, and the mutton more coarfe, and in general lefs
faleable in the different markets in the kingdom.

In fheep there are certain good or bad qualities, properties,
or difpofitions which mark their value and importance in the
view of the farmer, grazier, and breeder. That fuch cer-
tain peculiar properties and difpofitions prevail, is well
known to experienced perfons of thefe defcriptions, by
fheep in exadly fimilar circumftances in every refpe& be-
coming more or lefs quickly in the ftate of fatnefs, &c.; as
an improved difpofition in them fignifies an aptitude to con-
vert their food or nourithment into fleth and fat. - Thus, in
a number of fheep of the fame kind and age, under the very
fame management, when handled, a vaft difference will be
found in their condition and ftate of fatnefs, &c. Some
will be in a ftate to go off many months before the others
are ready, although put on the fame land in equal flefh ; and
others, though kept far beyond the ufual period of time,
will never get into fufficient condition. The difpofition of
the former muft, of courfe, be very beneficial and defirable
to fuch fheep-farmers, as well as advantageous to the com-
manity, while that of the latter is quite the reverfe. This is
likewife the cafe in the breeding of ewes, as thofe which have
it moft are in the beft ftate at the lambing time. But there
are, it is fuppofed, fome inftances of exception in this and
other defcriptions of fheep, which poffefs good qualities,
that have bad properties, which fuch fheep improvers as the
above fhould alfo be careful in detecting, otherwife they may
be liable to fuftain confiderable injuryand lofs : and it 1s fre-
quently feen on killing different kinds of fheep, that there
is great difference in individuals of the fame breed and
varlety.

There are feveral circumftances which are fuppofed to
form or contribute to this goodnefs of difpofition in thefe
animals ; they muft be well bred, or come from fuch as have
good properties ; they muft not be permitted ever to be in
a ftate of want of food, or be reduced in flefh ; they muift
have conftantly good foed in fufficient abundance, the
richer, to fome extent, the better; they ruft have their
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frame or bone not too large for the quality of their keep ;
they muft have a due relative proportion of parts; they
muft handle free and mellow in their flefh ; they muft have a
peculiar appearance of countenance; and they muft be
perfeétly tame and quiet. There are alfo ether caufes
which in fome meafure conduce to this end, but they are of
lefs certainty in their operation, fuch as the ftate and aétion
of the blood in their {yftems, &c. The external forms and
qualities of fheep which fhew a good difpofition are, a
{malinefs of the head, a thinnefs and fhortnefs of the neck, a
deep wide breaft, a widenefs over the fhoulders, a broad,
ftraight and deep carcafe or barrel, a {mallnefs of bone and
feet, the joints moderately fhort, the mufcles or fleth plump
and full, with a thinnefs abeut the infertion : the {kin mid-
dlingly thin and mellow, of a fine texture, and a clear red
and white colour; the wool of a yellowith-white appear-
ance, a curly nature, and neither too long nor too fhort,
but thickly fet, the fat and flefh foft, with fome fort of
firmnefs in handling, and the countenance pleafant, and in-
clined te quietnefs. ,

The improved difpofition or quality of fheep is promoted
by taking them from poorer or inferior keep or foils, to fuch
as are of abetter and more rich kind, as in the cafe of {eeds :
but the removing of them from rich foils or keep, to fuch as
are of a worfe nature, has directly the contrary effeé. The
quality of the flefh, in one cafe, becomes {oft and mellow,
while in the other it gets more clofe and hard.

The nature and quality of the land or foil, when any
breed of fheep are kept upon it for a length of time, will, it
is ‘believed, throw out the {uitable fize for it, and certain acci-
dental qualities will occur according to its fort, which, when
properly managed by the breeder, will afford an improved dif-
pofition in the animals. In fuch a cafe improvements may
have a probability of being produced, by having the male
{maller in fize than the female, and by changing him from
too good or rich keep, fo that his conftitution may be in
fome meafure delicate, by the female having her nourifhment
regular, and fo as at no time to be lowered in fleth ; and
when a more full {fupply of food may be wanted, by the
increafe being moderate, fo as to preferve rich keep for the
young, in its advancing growth; by breeding from fuch
theep as are the moft kindly, fhew the beft difpofition, and
allow the fulleft profit, on the particular {oil or land on
which they are bred and paftured ; by choofing and feleéing
the middle-fized fheep of the flock to breed from, and not
the largeft, as it is favourable to be rather under than over
the quality of the foil or land for forming good difpofition ;
by refraining to breed from fheep difplaying a bad difpofition,
or which have defe@s; and by cautioufly ufing for.this pur-
pofe ewes which have had lambs, and are not too old, as
difpofition is fuppoled more likely to be produced from the
{econd than the firft lamb : and laltly, by the mode of breed-
ing that is called 7z and in, or in the {ame line, which greatly
contributes to form difpofition.

In the degenerated form of fheep, the reverfe of all
this will, of” courfe, moftly take place; they will have
thefe qualities or properties in a larger or {maller degree ;
their heads will be generally fhort and thick, though occa-
fionally rather long, and of a coarfe nature ; the neck, for
the moft part, long, thick, and concave in the bigher part ;
the carcafe long and thin, and the ribs flat, ufually termed
¢ flat:fided,”” while in improved fheep they bow out almoft
at right angles with the fpine, in fomewhat the barrel man-
ner, - Narrow (houlders, the loin not wide, the back not
ftraight, and the belly gutty ; the breaft or cheft contra&ed,
without being deeply let down; the legs long, and thigh

not full or flefhy ; the fleth thin, of a clofe texture, and
thick about the infertion of the mufcular parts; the feet
large and coarfe ; the flelh hard in handling, or what is
fometimes denominated ¢ fticky 3’ the countenance far from
pleafant, and the nature wild ; the wool coarfe and hempy
but capable of improvement by attention; difficult, or
requiring time in fattening ; the mutton often of good
quality for eating, of a firm grain, {weet flavour, and
abounding in gravy.

Sheep of this kind in general require a much greater quan.
tity of food for their growth and fupport, and for fattening,
than the improved fort, which is a circumftance that muft
evidently be difadvantageous to the -breeder, grazier, and
the whole community,

Al fuch perfons as are in the habit of breeding and fat-
tening fheep, and ‘have fufficient experience, find that they
depend on the qualities or properties of their breeds for
growth and improvement : fome will not fatten at all, or be
as long again in fattening as others, and this moft commonly
occurs in fuch as are not of the individual’s own particular
breed or kind. The degeneracy of fheep is readily {een and
eafily proved in the management of them. And fome corifi-
der almott the whole of the breeds or varieties of this country
to be more or lefs in this ftate, or that there is not probably
more than one which can be faid to be truly in an improved
condition, on the exaét principles of improved forms.

This degeneracy is in a great meafure'the confequence of
negle& or error.in the breeders and managers of fheep, as
when they thrive and fatten well, that is to be attributed to
proper fele&ion; fuitable keep, and a due regard to the
true and exact principles of management: but when, on
the contrary, they do not go on to fatten well, but decline
into a ftate of degeneracy, it proceeds from negleét, ftarva-
tion, and the want of fuch true principles. in their regulation
and management. - As though a lamb may poflels good pro-
portions, yet from negle& and other caufes, it may be re-
duced to a ftate of poverty.; which, when it takes place, its
degeneracy may be dated from that period, as its conftitu-
tion is injured, and an unfavourable aétion is given to the
fyftem. The longer it is kept in this ftate, and the more
frequent the changes it may undergo, the more confpicuous
willits degeneracy be. Nature, then, it is fuppofed, will throw
out indications in conformity to this decline ; the head will
increafe in fize in a greater proportion than the other parts.
The body will become thin and long ; the bones will be ir-
regular in their growth; and there will be a want of {ymme.
try in the whole fyftem. The caufes which are the found-
ation of fuch degeneracy are believed to be thefe ; the rams
being too large in fize, and kept in too high a manner ; thefe
and the ewes not being well adapted to the foil, but too
lar'ge-; the lambs being kept in an occafional ftate of want
or ttarvation ; the negleét in not breeding a proper number
for the purpofe of fele€ion; the ignorance of breeders in re-
gard to the true principles, in refpe@ to the forms of fheep
or their management ; the frequent croflings of varieties of
the fame breed ; the prefence of dry fummers and hard
winters, which tend to incline the conftitution to an unfa-
vourable ation, and confequent degeneracy.; and the want
of good water, which is very prejudicial to fheep.

It is fuggefted, that it is to be lamented, that almoft all the
breeds, in every fituation, are found to have one or other of the
bad properties or qualities already noticed. However, of all
theep, the fhape or form of that of the Indian {ort is probably
the worlt whichis produced ; and the Wiltihire, the Welih, and
many other breeds, are not without partaking of too many of
the properties and imperfetions of the fame kind, in addition
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to their other defe&s. It is to be heped, however, that a
more adtive exertion, and inveftigation of the matter, in {heep-
farmers, will in a fhort time be produdtive of the requifite
improvement in this fort of live-ftock, and that by having
recourfe to fuperior modes of breeding, rearing, and manage-
ment, -an ‘egual pace will be kept in their advancement with
that of any other branch of the farmer’s art. :

_ Tt may be noticed, notwithftanding what has been already
faid, that it is fated to be almoft univerfally and unanimoufly
the practice of the breeders on the South Down hills, to ex-
change the rams every third, fourth, or fifth year, asit is
conceived effentially neceflary to the prefervation of the
health, the fize, and the bone of the flocks, though quite
contrary to-the maxims laid down by fome eminent fheep-
farmers, who are [trenuous promoters of the method of breed-
ing in and in, or in the fame line, continually, when there
is a good breed or fort of fheep.  Flocks that are ftated to
have been nearly ruined in conftitution and habit by this
means, are faid to have had a wonderful improvement by
the change of the rams. See Breepiva.

The queftion concerning the beft and moft profitable fize
of fheep for the purpofe of the grazing farmer, and for
producing the largeft acreable quantity of food and other
produds for the ule of the community, is a matter of very
great intereft and importance., Though it cannot probably
be difputed but that different fized animals of this fert muft be
had recourfe to for different fituations, forts, and qualities of
land, &c. yet the confiderate fheep-farmer will, perhaps,
moftly perceive the propriety of having his ground ftocked
with not too large ‘a fort of fheep. It will moft likely be

the beft way for fuch farmers to fully confult the nature

and properties of the foils of their pafture or other lands,
previouily to their fixing upon the fize of their fheep-ftock
which will be the moft fuitable and advantageous for them,
as where their pafture or other grounds are inferior in their
nature and richnefs, the fize, of the live-ftock of this fort,
which is admitted, cannot with propriety be {o large as in the
contrary circumftances, even where light ftocking is prac-
tifed, for hard and pinching feafons will reduce the ftock to
the quality -of the land. Though many are advocates for
- very large-fized fheep, probably from want of fufficiently
confidering the nature of the fubje&, 7t is never found that
thofe who ftock with fuch fized animals, ever produce fo
much mutton on the acre, or gain {o great a profit on it, as
thofe who make ufe of a middling-fized ftock., Some indéed
think that four {mall-fized fheep may be kept on the fame
extent of land which is required for three large ones ; and
that in fome cafes, allowing the fheep to be equal in difpo-
fition, .the fame number of fmall ones, of about nine ftone
each, may be fattened on the land that will barely be fuffi-
cient to feed three of frem ten to eleven ftones. Small-fized
fheep-ftock have alfo many other advantages attending them,
Many make complaints againft fheep with improved forms,
fuch as the new Leiceiter, as being too fmall, from the mif-
taken idea of their clofe form, as although they may be
fhort and compa, there is a greater width and depth of car-
cafe in them ; by which they do not come much, if any thing,
" fhort of the weight of the more apparently large breeds.

It is unqueftionably a great error and defeé in the fheep-
grazing pradtice to choofe fheep of too large a fize for the
conftitution of the foil, and the quality of the keep which
it affords. The nature of keep will indeed itfelf be the
caufe of different fizes in fheep-ftock, if they be fteadily
nizintained on the fame fort of land for fome length of time,
and this in fome meafure has produced the differences of fize
in the differént breeds of this animal.

The particular advantages of the different fizes of fheep
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may be fummed up femewhat in this way. Thofe of the
large fort are fuppofed capable of being kept in equal pro-
portion, on the fame quantity of land, and of bringing more
money at the market, than the fmaller breeds ; they are like-
wife conceived to fatten in a more kind manner. If the firft
of thefe conclufions were true, they would certainly have a
decided fuperiority, but the refult of well-made trials, with
equal proportions on the fame paftures, fhew the contrary to
be the cafe. And in regard to the latter, it has probably
proceeded from its being noticed that the largeft fheep are
moftly the ftrongeft ang beft fhaped, without confidering
that they are always below the quality or conftitution of
the {oil or land on which they are fed or fattened ; hence it
is by no means in favour of large fheep on all kinds of land.
And though it is fomewhat %enerally allowed, that two {fmall
fheep of the fame breed will equal in weight one large one,
yet the latter will have lefs offal in proportion than they,
which is certainly a defirable property in large flock of this
kind.

Small fheep-ftock are however more attive, and feed clofer
than large, as well as on food which is of an inferior quality ¢
they are capable of being ftocked in the proportion of three
to two on the land; they will produce more meat on the
acre, and be more hardy than large breeds ; they injure paf-
tures lefs than large forts ; they will, where the proportions
are the fame in relation to the fizes, fooneft become fat in
the fmalleft, in any two fheep. This may probably be con-
cluded as always the cafe, where the regularity of form and
proportiens are equally good and exaét : as fmall fheep. reach
the ftate of ‘maturity {oener than large ones, the maller
breeds are ready for fale five, fix, or more months before the
large, which is beneficial in every way : the {maller breeds
of fheep are almoft conftantly preferred by the butchers, as
the mutton is more fuitable, faleable, and defireable at par-
ticular feafons, and as having two fifth quarters inflead of
one, where the weights are equal. It may, therefore, upon
the whole, be confidered as the intereft and advantage of
grazing farmers in general to breed, rear, and fatten fheep

" which are of the middling fize, however they may have hither-

to been led away by other circumftances, fuch as great fize,
extreme fatnefs, &c. witheut fufficiently taking into the ac-
count the expence at which they are produced.

What regards the proof of fheep is more the intereft of
the butcher than the grazing farmer; but it has much todo
with the difference of breed, as all the more thin-flefhed
breeds of fheep, as the South Down, the Norfolk, the
Wellh, and feveral others, moftly die well for the advantage
of the butcher, while thofe of the flefhy fort, which have
improved difpofitions, fuch as the new Leicefter, &c. com
monly die to his difadvantage; fo that where the great
obje& is proof, fuch breeds muft be chofen as approach the
moft to the former. It is not, however, probably the breed
fimply, but the form of the fheep that gives the proofs
But as fuch fheep as afford great proof moftly require a
longer time in fattening, the grazing farmer fhould be care-
ful not to breed or purchafe fuch fheep as are fo formed as
te convert their food into tallow, in the place of enlarging
the fize of their mufcular parts, and producing meat of a
fufficiently fat quality.

The age of fheep has alfo much to do in the proof which
is afforded by them, as the older they are, in general, the
better they die in this particular, as their full growth allows
the nourifhment to gofor fat ortallow, according tothe nature
of ‘the fheep, as where the form is inclined to be bad there
will be more tallow, but where the difpofition has a tendency
to be good, more fat produced on the outfide. Keep has
likewife fome influence on proof as the beft pattures, and fuch
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as are the clofeft ftocked, are found in common to afford
theep that give the beft proof, but it has probaply lefs effe@
in this way than is generally imagined, as particular breeds
give a fuperiority of proof on poor lands, to that of others
on very rich, Time has confiderable effe& in giving proof
to fheep, as by it fat is enabled to be colleéted and formed
internally ; but difpofing of the animals at fhort periods con-
ftitutes the great advantage of the grazing farmer, and he
has no reafon to breed and fatten his ftock for the benefit
of the butcher and other dealers in tallow. The manage-
ment in regard to breeding and croffing, as well as the nature
of the wool, are faid to influence the proof in thefe animals,
as where the more ordinary forms are adhered to, the proof
will be greater than in the contrary circumftances, as they
have a greater tendency to form tallow and loofe infide Tat.
And though fome think long white watery wool favour-
able to proof, others {fuppofe it the contrary, as denoting
a difpofition to fatten guickly, and as preventing infide fat
by taking away the nourifhment, thereby concluding fine
fliort-woolled fheep more difpofed to: afford good proof.
The good or bad forms and feel of particular parts, as of
the head, the neck, the breaft, the back, the barrel, the
bone, the fkin or pelt, and the flefh, often afford indications
of proof, though not always fuch as are certain ; 'as when
the firft is large, the fecond long and thin, the third narrow,
thin, and high, the back thin and ftraight, the carcafe thin
and not well rounded, the bone long and large, the hide
‘or fkin fticky and hard, and the flefh harfh. But thefe dif-
ferent indications of proof cannot, it is evident, always be
wholly depended on, as fheep may have one or more of the
marks or properties which denote good proof, but which
may be counteracted by others that favour difpofition and
other fimilar qualities to the contrary ; confequently where
two fheep are fimilarly formed, that which has the largeft
‘head and firmeft fleth may moitly be concluded to give the
beft proof. TFhe opinions on proof ought, in faét, conftantly
to be formed fromi the greateft combination of the marks of
it met with in the particular animals examined.

Perhaps, fo far as proof is capable of being judged of
before the animals are killed, it may be known by the feel
of the fat glandular part, which extends from the. bottom
part of the neck to. the fhoulder, which in lean fheep is fo
very {mall as {carcely to be felt, while in thofe that are pro-
perly fatted by fufficient time, or foaked, as'it 1s fometimes
termed, there is a different fized cuthion or projedtion of
the fame fat glandular part extending to the thick portion
of the fhoulder; by the feel on the ribs and tail or dock,
which, when it is thick, fat, and mellow, the fheep will
commonly, it is thought, die well for proof. A thick loin

" is fometimes alfo thought a mark of proof in the kidney
and weight. The feel of the fore dug of barren ewes and
the cod of wethers, likewife fhew, it is thought, proof.
Many of thefe marks muft, however, be allowed to be pre-
carious and uncertain.

It cannot on the whole be doubted, from what has
been ftated on the fubje& of. proof, but that the interefts
of the butcher and the grazing farmer are at variance
as matters ftand at prefent, as what is the gain of one
muﬁ:dbe the lofs of the other, where the thing is well under
itood. : :

In the Agricultural Survey of the County of Norfolk,
lately publithed, it is noticed, that the South Down breed
is getting rapidly into the pofleflion of all the country from
Swaffham to Holkham ; but that from Brandon to Swaffham
many Norfolks remain. However, fome mixture was obferved
€ven -in that diftri®. And it is ftated that Mr. Ceke is
well fatisfied of the advantage of the breed from Leicefter

ewes and Bakewell tups, His flock of 160 new Leicefter
ewes produced, in 1802, 100 lambs ; his flock of 630 South
Downs produced 830 lambs living in June. The {ame farm,
it is added, yields a moft interefting comparifon between
Norfolks and South Downs; his former flock was 8co
Norfolks, SELLING a/l the produce: he planted 700 acres, and
now has 8oo South Downs, KEEPING all the preduce. Tur- -
ther, that his new Leicefter hogs and theaves produced 8lbs.
of wool each in the fame year, yet they had been hard kept
on feeds fed very bare. And 1t is ftated, that though he
had a high opinion formerly of the crofs between the new
Leicefter tup and Norfolk ewe, now (1803) his opinion is
changed from much experience ; fo that he prefers the crofs
of a South Down ram on a Norfolk ewe to that of a Leicefter
ram. And it is added, that Mr. Hofte has had the fame
crofs, and they come to 32lbs. a quarter, at two-fhear. He
put a Norfolk tup and a Bakewell tup at the fame time to
the fame parcel of Norfolk ewes, and at St. Ive’s fair fold
the lambs fat at fix or feven months old, and the Bakewells
brought juft double the price of the Norfolks. In April
1799, Mr. Coke, on fending Norfolk, South Down, and
new Leicefter three-fhear wethers to Smithfield, that had
been fed together, the return was : )

: £ 5. d

Average per head, Norfolks - - - 370 ©

Leicelters - - . - - - 4 2 2

South Downs - - - - - - .3 0% o2
Ditto, fleeces included, the others being in their

coats - - . .. . }3 15 2

And in May following above 100 going, the South Downs
beat the new Leicefters by 2s. a-head. . It is alfo obferved,
that at Waterden, Mr. Money Hill, with about 500 acres
lefs land than at prefent, kept 27 fcore breeding Norfolk
ewes, and fold the produce of lambs : now he has 35 fcore
South Down ewes, and keeps their prodiice, {felling his
wool at gs. a ted more than the Norfolk. And farther,

_that Mr. Bevan, in‘'1792, had a South Down flock, of 30

fcore, on one farm, and having a flock of Norfolks on an
adjoining farm at Knattifkall, he had an opportunity of com-
paring the wool exadtly: 34 fcore of Norfolks produced
43 tod at 28lbs. ; and 34 {core of South-Downs produced
61 ted ; which 61, kept till November, became 64, but
the fummer very wet.

‘ Ibs.
South Downs - . - 1708
Norfolks - - - - -7 1204
Superiority, juft3lb.each - 504

Alfo that in 1791, the fhepherd would not let his own
Norfolk ewes take the South Down ram; but in 1792 he
was ready enough. He faid they would eat harder than
the Nerfolks ; and would eat what the Norfolks would not ;
that they are more quiet and obedient than the Norfolks ;
fo that he has done with them what he could not do with the
Norfolks; folded them almoft to an inch without hurdles.
And that a neighbouring faPmer bought three rams of Mr.
Bevan, at 5/ 5s. each; but afterwards repenting, becaufe
they would flain his floct, Mr. Bevan offered him 64. a-head,
for all their lambs, more than he fold his Norfolks for, in
the fame flock, at Ipfwich fair. The offer was accepted ;
the price proved 6s. 3d. for the ewe lambs, and gs. for the
wethers. Mr. Bevan refold the ewes for gs. and the wethers
for 10s. 6d., or 25. 14d. a-head in favour of the half-breds.
Furtheér, that when his fheep were Nerfolks, he kept 5003

but in 1794, he had 960 South Downs. That the pro-
. duce
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duce of 116 ewe lambs, bred by Mr. Bevan at Riddlefworth,
1792, Was : ‘

£ 5. d.

. Wool, 12 tod 16lbs. - 26 8 o

' 48 Lambs, fold for - - 32 2 o

" 5 Ram lambs, ditto - - 8 8 o

6 Refufe ditto - - 2 10 ©

2 Refufe fhearlings ditto - 5§ 10 o©

10 Good ditto - - -. 10 10 ©

1 Ditto - - - -. ¥ o0 O

87 Ditto - - - gL 7 ©

05 177 15 ©

9 Died - ) )

2 Dunt K 57 14' o
116- ’ S

A&ual profit - 120 I ©

————;

Farther, it is alfo added, that he was early in trying
South Down fheep, but finding them tender at lambing,
went into a new Leicefter crofs; thefe he abandoned, and
got back to the South Downs, but ftill efteems them a ten-
der breed, and that they ought to have yards fheltered and
littered for lambing in bad weather ; remarking, that all the
farmers he knows on the South Downs have thefe yards for
that purpofe. It is likewife Rated, that Mr. Bircham, at
Hackford, declares againft having any favourites ; he has
generally bought Norfolks, and half-bred lambs ; fome few
South Downs, but they did not anfwer: has had fome
Leicefters: any fort he can get worth his money. Little
farmers, who keep a few fheep, find the polled breeds very
convenient from their quietnefs, and therefore prefer them.
Norfolk lambs bred near Cromer, bought by Mr. G.
Jones at 14s., were run on ftubbles in the autumn, and put
to turnips at Chriftmas, then to layers of the firft year, pro-
bably. as the beft food for fheep, and fold fhearling wethers
at Michaelmas at §5s. each ; zolbs. to 24lbs. a quarter. And
colonel Butler, at Haydon, is faid to be corvinced that Nor-
folks anfwer better than South Downs: fhearlings fometimes
affording 2olbs. and 251bs.a quarter, and 195lbs. of tallow ; he
has 4 breeding flock of 400, and fold his wether lambs at 265.
and his ewe lambs at 24s. Mr. Johnfon, of Thurning, has
40 fcore of South Downs, which he has been rearing thefe

fix years, having bought many ewes, and got good tups..

He has, however, a good opinion of Norfolks, and will not
be furprifed to {fee thém come into fathion again. In May
1792, he fold two-fhear Norfolks at Smithfield for 3/ each.
He admiits their rambling difpofition, which is much againft
them ; and he is clear that he cannot keep fo many on his
farm as of South Downs.. The South Down wool is net,
on good keep, fo good as Norfolk wool, but the fleece is
heavier. Five years ago he got a lot of Yorkihires from
the Wolds, white faces, polled, and the wool very coarfe,
but they throve wonderfully ; never having had any theep
that did better, infomuch, that he was forry when he parted
with them. Norfolks, he thinks, will bear folding better
than South Downs. The latter will, however, come to
hand rather fooner, but not on ling : has had three-fhear
South Downs of 28lbs. a quarter. Alfo at Snettifham,
Mr. Styleman, the writer aflerts, keeps 2000 of various
breeds, South Downs, new Leicefters, and half and half;
in number confiderably more than when, on the fame land,
he kept Norfolks: his farm may, and probably does, pro-
duce more fheep-food than it did at that time ; but he is per-
fe@ly clear'in the great fuperiority of the number, this cir-
cumftance deducted, and that the -profit is confiderably

greater ; and he is clear alfo in the fuperior hardinefs and
kindlinefs of feeding of the rew breeds. Of all crofs-breeds,
he thinks the firft crofs of the Leicefter tup on the Norfolk
ewe the beft, and that wool now (18022 fells at 465 a
tod ; fleeces 4lbs. And at Hillingdon, all are either Nor-
folks or half-breds, a Leicefter tup on a Norfolk - ewe,
Captain Beacher thinks there are no fheep in the ifland which
the Leicefter will not improve. He has grazed many Wilt-
fhires, and thinks them the beft of all for cole-grazing in
the fens. But Mr. Beck, of Caftle Rifing, has had South
Downs thirteen years, beginning with fome from Mr. Tyr-
rels, of Lamport, and has imported three or four times
fince. He has now 800, and is quite convinced of their fu-
periority te Norfolks: when he was in that breed, he had
not halt the number ; but after abating fully for improved
hufbandry, and every other circumitance, he is clear that
there is a fuperiority of four to three. KHis fences are and
muft be bad, and in {uch a farm quietnefs is'a vait objeét :
his farm 486 acres. He gained the firft prize for ewes, both
the laft and this year at Swaffham, and alfo at Holkham.
The furveyor examined his flock attentively, and it certainly
is a very beautiful one. His woeol now averages eight to a
tod, equally of hogs and ewes : his Norfolks todded twelve :
he is clear that, take the country through, they average
half ‘as much again as Norfolks. Before %xe took the farm
there were fifty fheep on it, and a dairy of cows. What an
improvement ! ~ However, in the vicinity of Downham are
found all forts of breeds : towards the river, Lincolns and
Leicefters ; higher up, Norfolks and South Downs. Mr.
Saffory likes the South Downs beft, but thinks that if as
much care and attention had been exerted to improve the
breed of Norfolks as the South Downs have experienced,
they would by this time have been a very different fheep.
Norfelk three-fhear wethers fold in April laft at St. Ives,at
from 4l. 4¢. to 4l. 10s. each. At Bretenham, Mr. T'wilt keeps
68 {core of breeding Norfolk ewes on 1800 acres of poor
land. He had a South Down tup fome years ago from
Mr. Crow, but he could not perceive that the breed did
better than Norfolks, though they fteod the fold to the
full as well. : , N

In the diftri& called Marfhland, Mr. Dennis, of VV?gen-
hall, St. Mary, grazes only the beft Lincoln wethers; he
buys from May-day to Midfummer ; keeps them over-year,
clipping twice, average price 50s. to 6os. and fells at 65s. to
75s. getting 18lbs. in the two fleeces: his good land will
carry fix per acre, on an average, in {ummer ; in winter, two
on three acres ; and thefe will quite preferve their flefh ; if
the feafon be favourable, will get fomething : he thinks that
there is no other breed {o profitable here ; even a ftain of the
new Leicefter is hurtful, as they will not ftand the wister fo
well.  Sheep the chief ftock; though fome Lincoln bullocks.
He never gives hay to fheep, nothing but grafs; 32lbs. a
quarter his average of fat wethers. But Mr. Swayne, of
Walpole, prefers'the crofs between Lincoln and Leicefter :
he buys them fhearling-wethers, about Lady-day ; laft year
3/ to 3l 10s. each, but has had them at 36s. and 38s. He
clips the beft twice, three to a tod, which he likes better than
heavier fleeces of fheep demanding more food. Some give
171bs. or 18lbs. of wool. At Micﬁaelmas he culls the worit,
or buys cole for them, if reafonable ; {élls all by Mid{fummer,
making 8s. or 1os. a-head, when bought in high, befides
the wool. Very few beatts are kept.

Alfo in Hertfordthire, fome prefer the South Downs to
Wiltfhires, as the latter have the goggles often, but the
South Downs never. But the long-legged Wiltfhires fuffer
lefs in folding on wet land.,  But in other places the refult of
the comparifon {eems to be, that South Downs do better on
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grafs.land than Wiltfhires, and will in that cafe thrive more,
and better fupport the hardfhips of fhort feod ; but on arable
land with plenty of turnips, clover, rye, tares, &c.in am-
ple provifion, the Wiltfhires are more profitable than the
South Downs. 'The Wiltfhires are large fheep, and confe-
quently require to be well kept. Inthe trials of Mr. Hale,
of King’s Waldon, for five or fix years, nothing beats
South Downs, where there is much grafs ; but on artificial
grafs and turnips, without a breadth of natural grafs, they
will not do like the Wiltfhires ;- for- which reafon Mr. Ro-
berts, on his own farm, keeps Wiltfhire ewes, and crofles
them with South Down rams ; fo that they lamb in March.
When put to grafs they are folded, and {fome lambs are fold
at 34+. In the beginning of harveft ; fome twins at 31s.64.; and
the beft are kept. He approves fo much of them, that he
intends to continue them. Mr. Hale’s flock is a capital one,
and the wool remarkably fine. And between thirty and
forty years fince, Mr. Calvert of Albury had Lincoln fheep,
but fold them, from cenviétion that they did not an{wer: he
was then, for about twenty years, in the Wiltfhire breed ;
and laftly, he changed thefe for the South Downs, which he
has had for the laft feven or eight years, and prefers them to
all. He has no other but lord Pelham’s breed, both lambs
and ewes, and confiders the more modern attempts to raife
a finer race, as likely te prove mifchievous : he will not
have any thing te do with them. His fix-toothed wethers
weigh eleven ftone and ahalf. He finds the breed extremely
healthy : they very rarely die; and are fubje& to much
fewer diftempers than the Wiltthires, And Mr. Smith has
changed Wiltfhires for South Downs. He has about 400in
all, fome of them Wiltfhires; they are fed and aorked together,
and folded on wet lands. The South Downs in exceeding
good order, but the Wiltfhires very inferior. But about
Barkway, South Downsare not yetintroduced Mr. Whittle,
however, gave it as his decided opinion, that feed and work
Wiltfhires and South Downs together in the fame manner,
and the former will prove to be the moft profitable ; the latter
are much injured by the dirt, as they are too fhort in hair
and legs; it was tried at’ Kimpton Hoo, and fuch was the
refult. He has fold Wiltthire wethers thrite fhorn,-at 7/, 14s.
each. "And Mr. Doe, of Bygrave, keeps Wiltthire ewes,
which he crofles every year by new Leicefter rams ; but goes
no farther than the firt crofs. Thefe anfwer greatly,
whether the fale be fat lambs or fhearlings. He does not
approve of South Downs, on account of their inferior

weight.

Iglo‘wever, from the high charalter which South Down
fheep have lately attained, it may not be uninterefting to give
Mr. Young’s account of their firft introduction into Nor-

. folk. Heremarks, that when once an improvement has {pread
fo much as to become an obje¢t of importance, there are
generally many claimants for the merit ; and if fuch claimants
are only heard of many years after, but little attention is
due to them. With regard to the neighbouring county of
Suffolk, he can fpeak with fome accuracy, but fhould not
mention it on this occafion, were not the fact conneéted
with the introdu@ion into Norfolk. In May, 1785, he
publifhed an account of an obfervation he had made in 1784,
the year he brought them into Suffolk from Suffex ; and 1t
being printed at the time, the fa& will admit ef no doubt.
He recommended them Rrongly to every gentleman and
farmer he converfed with on the fubjet; and at his per-
fuafion, as many well know, the late Mr. Macro, of Barrow,
purchafed that flock which the earl of Orford, after his
death, bought and eftablithed at Houghton. Mr. Macro
died in 1789. And in a paper printed in the Annals, in
1790; he (Mr. Young) remarks, ¢ I have had fix and twenty
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years’ experience in Norfolk fheep, and onee thought fo
well of them, as to carry them into Hertfordfhire ; %‘mt in
the advance of my pra&ice, I began gradually to doubt the
fuperior merit of that breed. I thought that of all the
theep which I had examined particularly, none promifed to
anfwer {fo well for the general purpofe of the counties of
Norfolk and Suffolk as the South Downs. I began the
import in 1784, and in 1790 had 350. 1 had teo much
friendthip for the late Mr, Macre, to advife him to try any
experiment that I was not clear would anfwer ‘to him. I
repeatedly urged him to try the South Downs ; he liftened
to me with attention for fome time, but would not deter-
mine, till having feen the number I kept propertionably to
the quantity of land, and at the {ame time with {ome Nor.
folks, it proved to him that the South Downs were worth
attending to; and the journey I perfuaded him to take into
Suffex, giving him an opportunity to converfe with various
noted fheep-mafters there, he determined to make the expe-
riment : he went over, previous to Lewis fair, and bought
a flock of them. The lambs fold well at Ipfwich fair.
Mr. Le Blanc, at Cavenham, alfo turned Seuth Down
rams to 700 Norfolk ewes: he found no difficulty at Ipf-
wich ; and his fhepherd, after three years’ obftinate pre-
ference to Norfolks, gave up his old friends, and a&ually

fet South Downs for his thepherd’s ftock. Whether the

breed fhould or fhould not, in the long run, eftablifh it{elf,
I have the fatisfa&tion of feeling that I have done no ill office
to my brother farmers by introducing it. From the daily
accounts I receive, I have good reafon to believe that it will
be eftablifhed.”” ;

The farmers in Oxfordfhire employ many different forts
of theep, as the Wiltthire, Berkfhire, and fome others ; but
the South Down and new Leicefter, and their crofles, are
faft driving the other forts out of the county, as being more
profitable in the number that can be kept en the fame ex-
tent of land, in fattening more expeditioufly, and at earlier
periods of their growth, in folding equally well, and in the
value of their wool. Some, however, think, that the long-
woolled fheep are very profitable on farms of the ftone-brafh
kind, and have large flocks of that fort: In this diftriét,
in general, the quantity of fheep that is kept is large, in

“proportion to that of the extent of the farms.

In Berkfhire, the large Wiltfhires and the breed of the
county are giving way to the South Down, and other fmall-
fized breeds, as yielding more profit, fattening quicker,
and doing better in general. The new Leicefter, fo far as
they have been tried in proper fituations, have alfo anfwered
well. Some crofles of thefe fmaller breeds have likewife
been employed with confiderable fuccefs. :

In the county of Effex, feveral forts of fheep-flock are
made ufe of by the farmers, as the Norfolks, Wiltfhires,
Lincolns, new. Leicefters, South Downs, and ' different
croffed kinds; but the fuperiority and advantage of the
Downs are now almoft every where "admitted. 'The
Dithley or new Leicefter fort is alfo held in much eftima-
tion in many places, efpecially where the foil is of a dry
light nature ; as the wether lambs ‘of this breed, and that
of the Downs, on being conftantly kept tégether on the
fame land, until they became fat, the former were .inva-
riably drawn off the firft, and were the fatteft and heavieft.
Befides, rams of this fort are preferred for being put to
Norfolk ewes, to thofe of the other breed ; as the produce
is larger, and fooner fat. The new Leicefters are by {ome,
however, thought inferior to the South Downs, as being
fuch bad breeders; one hundred of them only producing
eighty lambs, while the fame number of the Downs wiil
bring orie hundred and twenty. ’

In
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In the diftri& of Devonthire, many kinds of fheep, be-
fides the native breeds, are had recourfe to by the farmers,
as the Dorfet, new Leicefter, Cotfwold, and South Down,
with trofles of thefe and feveral other kinds, as may be feen
by the table introduced above. The laft of thefe breeds
{eems to be faft 'making its way, in fome places where the
land is dry, in this county too ; but other forts and crofles
are held in great favour for different purpofes and ufes, as
for mutton, wool, feeding, and different others. ‘

In many of the northern and other counties, asin York-
fhire, Lancafthire, Cumberland, and feveral others, the new
Leicefter, South Down, and different improved breeds,
are now beginning to be had recourfe to, and fupplanting
the old native or other kinds.

The trials have hitherto been fo few, in regard to the
comparative advantages of different breeds of fheep, in what
regards the relative proportion of food te mutton, offal,
tallow, live and dead weight, and many other points, that
the ftock-farmer has been kept much in the dark. In order,
however, to fully clear up and afcertain: thefe eflentially
important matters, fo abfolutely neceflary to the perfeét
knowledge of the fubje®, the earl of Egremont lately or-
dered the following experiment to be made. The wether
lambs of the preceding {pring were ordered to be put up by
themfelves, into a paddock adjoining the Home-park.
There were of ’ C '

South Down wether lambs 2912 beft faved for rams.
New Leicefter do. - . 25— 6 do. faved for do.
Half-bred new Leicefter and —_— .
South Down wether lambs,} 12 18
from fame get as above -J)

Romney-Marfh wether lambs,
out of Mr. Wall’s ewes by
his own ram, which, from
the cuftom there, of not

. having artificial food, were b 7
not lambed ‘till May,
being therefore nearly two
months younger than any
of theret - - -

‘ 73

Dedu& rams , - - 18

55

Thefe fifty-five wether lambs, put into the paddock in
the month of Aunguft, were brought up and examined on
the 25th of the June following, when it was found that
twelve of the South Down, and all the half-bred South
Down and new Leicefters, were in a marketable condition ;
but that nome of the true new Leicefter or Romney-Marfhes
were in any proper ftate for fale.

o £ s d
Of the South Downs, ten out of the twelve ‘
were fent off to Smithfield market, fome days
afterwards, and fetched per fheep - -

Of the half-bred new, Leicefters and South
} 113 0

114 O

Downs, ten of the twelve, fent a week be-
fore. to the fame market, brought per theep

It is remarked, that the half-breds were feemingly the
better fheep; but they went to a bad market, when' the
prices were low. , .

The two of the half-bred fort that remained, and which
were in equal condition for the market, were kept back, as
forming part of the trial, detailed next column,

Here, however, it is neceflary to paufe, it is faid, as the
experiment is already decifive of one point, namely, that at
this age of fix months, as noticed above, thofe two breeds
were {o much more advanced than the others, that they
might be profitably cleared from the land, and a freth ftock
fent in. It will remain, it is faid, for the future progrefs
of the trial, to afcertain whether fuch frefh ftock would not
pay better, tham continuing the old; and for this purpofe
it may be calculated, that the fheep now fold at the above
market at 34s., with the addition of 3s. for wool, pay for
fixty-four weeks 74. the pound from the time of their being
lambed. This is noticed to be a very confiderable profit ;
and that if it fhould turn eut, that keeping them much
longer is not attended with an advantage fomewhat propor-
tionate, it will clearly prove the fuperior benefit of that
breed, which may be got rid of at fo early an age. And it
is thought worthy of remark, that not one of the true new
Leicelters being in any condition fit to be drawn off in the
firft lot for mariet, is a circumftance moft ftrangely ¢ontra-
di€tory of aflertions without end, that fattening at an early
age is almoft peculiarly a chara&eriftic of that breed.

But to proceed with the trial. :

. Ten Weeks’  Gain

Weighed gain,  per 100 lbs.
lbs. Ibs. Ibs.
Sept. 7. South Downs = - 273 33 13
Leicefters 258 46 21
Half:breds 204 34 13
Romney-Marfhes 270 34 14

It is noticed, that this refult is not very different from
what might have been expeted ; for as the Romney-Marfhes
and mew Leicefters were very much behind the South
Downs and half-breds ten weeks before,. it was natural to
fuppofe, that when they did begin to thrive, they would
do 1t in a more rapid manner. :

iLofs in

Weighed | W01 Liofsper 1001bs.
. Ibs. . lbs, Ibs. oz,
Dec. 1.  South Downs 264 9 3 o
. Leicefters ‘251 7 2 o
Half-breds 282 12 4 ©
Romney-Marfhes 269 I o 6

It is confidered as very material, in all trials of this na-
ture, to note the lofes, as making fuch attempts double,
by not only fhewing when the fheep thrive, and which do
beit, but equally by marking when they go backward, .and
which breed is molt capable of withftanding thofe circum-
ftances which operate againft them all. In the above {cale,
the difference is not very material. In that let which did
the worlt, the lofs, it is faid, amounts to about 1d. per
week ; but that it is unfavourable to every lot, that in a
period including the beft part of the autumn, as fheep
fhould thrive, when the weather is fuitable, deep into the
month of November, none of them fhould have gained,
which they ought to have done confiderably. Their pafs
ture, however, though good in quality, was bare.

The refult being found, the fheep were ordered to be
ftarved for twenty-four hours; and after which, to be
turned out for other twenty-four hours; propofing, by thus
weighing them, to afcertain the quantity of food eaten, and
the quantity voided: it being rightly conceived, that if,
upon the repetition of fuch trials, there exifted any remark-
able fuperiority, or any material difference, between the
refpective breeds, it might throw fome light upon the
general inquiry. :

South
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Lofs by Starving.  Lofs per 1001bs.

1bs. Ibs. oz.
South Downs. - - 8" 3 o
Leicefters - - - 11 4 ©
Half-breds - - - 17 4 6
Romney-Marfhes - - 5 o 14

The fheep were then turned out, and twice weighed,
after twenty-four hours eating each time. *

Gaininthe’ Gain'in the Total. Gain
;ﬁ 24Hours. 2d24Hours,, "7 per 100 lhs.
: Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. lbs. oz.
South Downs 1 6 ” "2 10
Leicefters - "6 6 i2 4 13
Half-breds 10 9 19 6 12
Romney-Marthes o 5 5 113

The refult of thefe weighings fhew that the half-breds
loft moft, and gained moft ; that the Romney-Marthes loft
leaft, and ate leaft ; that the Leicefters lolt more than the
Seuth Downs, and ate more. It-is fuggefted, that fuch
frials muft be repeated many times, before conclufions can
be fairly drawn. How the Romney-Marfhes, in the firft
twenty-four hours, could gain nothing, is not to be ac-
counted for, as the weighing was performed with ac-
curacy. -

‘Weighed again in the fucceeding month of March, in the
next year, which, asit will mark the lofs fuftained by the
{fevereft part of the winter feafon, deferves particular atten-
tion. - They were at grafs the whole of the time.

Weighed Lofs in 4 Months, Lofs per 100 lbs.

Ibs. Ibs. : Ibs.
South Downs 253 11 4
Leicefters 214 37 14
Half-breds 253 29 10
Romney-Marfhes 254 15 5

" The refult here fhews that the Leicefters, which is re-
markable, fuffered the mofts from which. it is thought,
that it may fairly be concluded, fo far as one trial goes,
that the great peculiarity of that breed is not by any means
what has been contended for, a capability of {upporting
itfelf on little food ; but that, on the contrary, it demands
a very plentiful nourifhment, and will bear the want of it
worfe than any of the other breeds.

The half-breds are the next in the order of demerit : the
South Dewns are the beft of all.

. Gain in Gain
. Weighed 12 Weeks. per 1001bs,
' bs. Ihs. Ibs.
June 19.- South Downs 299 46 18
' Leicefters 275 61 28
Half-breds 310 57 22
. Romney-Marfhes 317 63 24

The period from the 3oth of March to the 1gth of June
neceflarily forms another interefting portion of the trial, as
it takes in the whole fluth of the {pring growth of grafs,
Here the refult, it is faid, is alfo remarkable, and ftrongly
in' confirmation of the preceding obfervations on the Lei-
cefters ; for when in favourable circumftances in regard to
food, as in the prefent cafe, from feafon, they exceed all
the reft. . The Romney-Marfhes, however, approach near
to them ; and as thefe had loft, in pinching circumftances,
much lefs, their {fuperiority upen thefe two weighings {feems
to be clearly afcertained ; and which will appear the plainer,
by comparing the weight of December 1t with that of
June 19th.

Dec. 1ft.  June 19th.
r___‘__"_’_efhm’ Gain.  Gain per 100 Ibs,
Tbs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibs.
South Downs 264 299 35 13
Leicefters 251 275 24 9
Half-breds 282 310 28 9
Romney-Marthes 26¢g 317 48 17

The' merit of the Romney-Marfhes, in this ftage of the
trial, is, it is faid, confpicuous. The South Downs are
next, the Leicefters and half-breds being equal.

Weighed. Gain per-1¢0 lbs,
Ibs. s,
Sept. 7. South Downs 316 5
' Leicefters 312 11
" Half-breds 310 '8
Romney-Marfhes 337 6

‘The Leicefters here, it is obferved, continue to take the
lead throughout the fummer. So long as the food is
plentiful, they beat all the others ; and this part of the ex-
periment goes to prove a moft important point, which has
indeed been long {ufpeéted, that in geod fituations no breed
is fo profitable to the grazier. The half-breds are found the
next to thefe.

Tthe five remaining Romney-Marfhes were fent to Smith.
field on the 4th of July, and brought 48s. each; and on.
Auguit the 7th, ten of the remaining. Leicefters went at
48s. each, alfo feven at gos. each; fo that the profit for
two years and two months food, added to the value of the
wool, is, it is faid, 5d. and a fralion per week for the
Romney-Marfhes, and from 4d. to 41d. for the Leicefters,
from the time of their being lambed. .

The former part of the experiment will fhew that the
South-Downs and half-breds in 64 weeks age gave 7d. per
weck profit; and that the Romney-Marfhes and Leicefters,
kept until they were nearly twice the age of the others,
namely, 108 weeks the former, and 117 the latter, only

ave a profit of from 4d. to §d. per week. This is, it 1s
Exid, a moft interefting circumftance, and which manifeftly
tends to afcertain how much better it would be to the
grazier to get rid of thefe fheep at an earlier age, and re-
ftock his land ‘with thofe which are moft faleable at the
earlieft period. .

November 21ft to December 25th. Weighed again.

Gain.  Gain per 100 lbs.
lbs. Ibs. Jbs.
South Downs - 320 4 X
Leicetters - - - 326 14 4
Half-breds - - 346 6 I
Romney-Marthes - 331 lot 6 loft 1

This, it is fuppofed, is perhaps the moft firiking period
of the experiment. By the laft weighing, if turned to, it
will be feen that the Leicefters had outftripped all the reft, -
and that the fuperiority is ftill maintained.

The above details of the pra&tices of different diftricts, ex-
periments, and remarks, muft place the profits and advan-
tages of different breeds of fheep®for the purpofes of the
fheep-farmer, in a clear, fatisfactory, and ftriking point of
view. With refpe& to the wool of different fheep, we refer
to the next article, and WooL. )

Different Kinds of Sheep-Management.—2In the practice of
fheep hufbandry, different {yftems are had recourle to, ac-
cording to the extent and nature of the farms on which they
are kept, and the methods of farming that are adopted on

them; but under all circamftances, the beft fheep-mafters
conftantly



SHEEP.

conftantly endeavour to preferve them in as good condition
as poffible at all feafons. With the pafture kinds of fheep
this is particularly the cafe; atd with the view of accom-
- plithing it in the meoft complete manner, it is ufeful to divide
them into different parcels or lots, in refpe to their ages

and forts, as by that praétice they may be kept with greater -

convenience and benefit than in large flocks together, under
a mixture of different kinds ; as in this way there is not only
lefs watte of food, but the animals thrive better, and the
paftures are fed with much more eafe. The advantage of
this management has been fully experienced in many of the
northern diftri€ts, where they ufually divide the fheep-ftock
into lambs, yearlings, wethers, and breeding ewes ; and in
this method it appears not improbable that a2 much larger
proportion of ftock may be kept, and the fheep be pre-
ferved in a more healthy condition. ’

The nature of the management with a breeding ftock is
that the theep-mafter muft aét according to his circumitances,
fituation, and the capital which he poffeffes, either felling
the lambs to go to keep, fattening them for grafs-lamb,
fuckling them for houfe-lamb, or keeping them on to be
grazed and fold as ftore or fat wethers ; the ewes being fold
lean, as they are called, or fattened, as circumftances, profit,
and convenience, may point out. Another praétice, but
which requires much capital, as well as knowledge, expe-
rience, and attention, is that of breeding and fattening off
all lambs, both wethers and ewes, elpecially where markets
for their {ale, when fat, are conveniently fituated. But
where this fyftem is too extenfive, it may bé partially acted
upon, varying the plan according to capital, circumitances,
and the nature of the times. In which cafe, whenever. ftore
ftock becomes extravagantly high, it is moftly a good way to
fel. But amethod which 1s attended with the leaft trouble
and hazard, is that of purchafing a ftore flock, as lambs,
wethers, and what are termed crones, or old ewes ; fome of
the laft {ort often proving with lamb, may be fattened off
with them te good account. It is likewife often the cafe
that ewes are difpofed of in lamb, or with lambs by their
fides, in what are termed couples, in which circumftances it
is frequently a good prattice to make annual purchafes of
them, in order to the fattening of both, and felling them in
that ftate within the year.. The fyftem.of breeding can only
be had recourfe to with effe&t and advantage in fituations or
on farms, where there are extenfive traéts of land fit for the
pafturing and fupport of thefe animals, but not the fattening
of them ; the more rich deep grafs-lands being adapted to
their fattening, and thereby affording a better profit, efpe-
cially when quickly performed with a proper fort of this kind
of ftock, as that of good wethers, .

But in the purchafing of fheep, which is often done from
very diftant fairs and markets, much care and circum-
{pection are neceflary, whatever the fort or intention with
which they are bought may be. In thefe cafes much ad-
vantage, elpecially when at a confiderable diftance, may be
derived by employing a falefman upon the fpot.

- And the appearances which fhew the fheep to be in a
proper found ftate of health, are a rather wild or lively
briflcnefs, a brilliant clearnefs in the eye, a florid ruddy
colour on the infide of the eyelids and what are termed the
eye ftrings, as well as in the gums, a faftnefs in the teeth, a
{weeét fragrance in the breath, a drynefs of the nofe and eyes,
breathing eafy and regular, a coolnefs in the feet, dung pro-
perly formed, coat or fleece firmly attached to the fkin, and
unbroken, the fkin exhibiting a florid red appearance, efpe-
cially upon_ the brifket. Where there are difcharges from

the nofe and eyes, it indicates their having taken cold, and .

fhould be attended to by putting them in dry fheltered
: i

fituations. 'This is a neceflary precaution alfo in bringing
them from one fituation to another while on the road.

It may be noticed that, with fheep-farmers, the- common
practice, except in particular inftances, has been to leave the
ewes for the purpofe of breeding without any fele€tion ; but
where good fheep-ftock is the objeét, much attention fhould
be paid in choofing fuch as are the moft perfe&, and that
poflefs, in the higheft degree, thofe qualities or properties
which are wanted, whatever the breed or variety of fheep may
be; asit is only in this way that a good ftock can be raifed and
preferved. And it is 4 bufinefs that fhould always be per-
formed at the time they are turned te the ram, if it has not
been done before ; and this is equally neceflary in regard to
the rams, that they may be adapted to the ewes. The
author of the Farmer’s Calendar has obferved, that the late
duke of Bedford, in attending to this objeét, had every ram
with the lambs got by him the preceding year put in diftinét
pens, that he might not only examine them but their pro-
geny, previous to his deciding ¢ what ewes to draw off for
him,”. which is certainly a method highly deferving of imi-
tation by fheep-farmers in general. Such attention, united
with a careful fele@ion of cull lambs, muft, the "writer
thinks, keep a ftock in a ftate of progreffive improvement,
proportioned to the accuracy of judgment, eye, and hand of
the farmer who practifes it.  And it is obferved in the Agri-
cultural Report of Norfolk lately publifhed, that Mr. Coke
readily affifts, not only his tenants, but other neighbouring
farmers, in forting and fele€ing their South Down ewes, &c.
and diftributing them in lots to the rams according to the
fhapes and qualities of each. He puts on his fhepherd’s
fmock, and fuperintends the pens, to the fure improvement
of the flock ; his judgment is fuperior and admitted. The
writer has feen him, and the late duke of Bedford, thus ac-
coutred, work all the day, and not quit the bufinefs till the
darknefs forced them to dinner. See SortinG Sheep-flock,

"Farther, it has been remarked in a late praéical work,
that the moit advantageous and proper age for ewes taking
the ram in the different breeds, has not been fully fhewn;
but from a year to a year and a half old may be {fefficient,
according to the forwardnefs of the breed and the goodnefs
of the keep. . Some judge of this by the produétion of
broad or fheep’s teeth. It fhould not, perhaps, be done
while toe young in any cafe. - And in regard to the feafon
of putting the rams to the ewes, it muft be dire¢ted by the
period at which the fall of the Jambs may be moft defirable,
which muft depend on the nature of the keep which the par-
ticular fituation affords; but the moft ufual time is about
the beginuing of O&ober, except in the Dorfetfhire ewes,
where the intention is {uckling for houfe-lamb, in which cafe
it fhould be much earlier, in order that the lambs may be
fufficiently forward. But, by being kept very well, any
of the breeds will take the ram at a much earlier period.
Where the rams are young, the number of ewes fhould
feldom exceed fixty for each ram; but in elder rams a
greater number may be admitted without.inconvenience, as
from one te two hundred ; but letting them have too many
fhould be cautioufly avoided, as by fuch means the farmer
may fuftain great lofs in the number of the lambs. It is
found that the ewe goes with lamb about the fpace of five
months, (’:onfequent%y' the moft ‘common lambing-feafon is
March, or the early part of April; but it has been obferved,
that in many of the more fouthern diftri&ts, where fheep-
hufbandry is carried on to a confiderable extent, fome parts
of the.ewe-ftock are put ta the rams at much earlier periods,
{o as to lamb a month or fix weeks fooner ; a praétice which
is attended with much profit and advantage in many fituations
where early grafs-lamb is in great demand. It 15 ufual tfgr

e
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the rams to remain with the ewes for a month or fix weeks,
and in fome cafes longer, in order to complete the bufinefs
of impregnation, which in fome diftriés is afcertained by
fmearing the fore-bows of the rams with fome colouring fub-
ftance. The method formerly in praétice, and which is too
commonly the cafe at prefent, of turning a number of rams
among the flocks, is highly exceptionable, as tending to
prevent the main obje&, and injure the rams. A better way
is to let each ram have a proper .number of ewes, and with
very choice ftock to keep the ram in an inclofed {mall pafture,
turning a few ewes to him, aftd as they are ferved replacing
them with others. By this means there is more certainty,
and more ewes may be -impregnated. In fuch fort of fine
ftock, it is likewife of great utility to keep the rams during
this feafon in a high manner. In this view a little oats in the
ftraw, or a mixture of barley and pea-meal, are excellent.
Where ewes are backward in taking the ram, the beit means
to be employed are thofe of good ftimulating keep. The
rams fhould always be continued” with the ewes a {ufficient
length of time. [t is ftated in the General Treatife on
Cattle, that the ewe will breed twice and even thrice a year,
if it be made a point to produce fuch an effet by attention
and high keep, fince fhe will receive the male indifferently at
any feafon, and, like the rabbit, very foon after bringing
forth. And that Lifle gives an inftance of three of his
ewes, well kept, lambing at Chriftmas, fattening off their
lambs at Lady-day, and producing lambs again the firft
week in June. It {eems they ftole the ram immediately after
lambing, but brought the fecond time only fingle lambs,
although of a breed that generally produces twins. The
former writer thinks there 1s no doubt but the fheep would
produce young thrice a year, were the bad praice reforted
to, which has been fo currently recommended with the
rabbit, of allowing the male immediately after parturition
the ready way to render both the female and her. progeny
worthlefs. Could the lambs be advantageoufly weaned at
two months, fufficient time would, he conceives, remain for
the ewe to bring forth twice within the year; for example,
fuppofe the young ewe tupped in Auguft, the lamb would
be dropped in the middle of January, and might be weaned

in mid March, the ewe again receive the ram on the turn of .

the milk, like the fow, perhaps in or before April, fhe
would then bring forth within the twelve months, or in
Auguft. This plan would, he thinks, at leaft injure the
dam infinitely lefs than fuckling during geftation.

And it is neceflary, that during the time the ewes are in
lamb they fhould be kept in paftures, and as free from dif-
turbance as poflible, being carefully attended to, in order to
prevent accidents, which are liable to take place at this time,
fuch as thofe of their being caft in the furrows, &c.
Where any of the ewes {lip their lambs, it is advifed by Mr.
Bannifter that they fhould be immediately removed from the
flock. They alfo require, under thefe circumftances, to be
kept as well as the nature of the farm will admit, in order
that there may be lefs lofs at lambing-time, from the ewes
being ftronger, and the lambs more healthy, and better ca-
pable of contending with the ftate of the feafon at which
they may be dropped. At lambing-time every poffible at-
tention is to be paid. . The fhepherd fhould at this period be
particularly careful and attentive to afford hisaffiftance where
it may be neceflary. He fhould conftantly have regard to
the fuckling of the lambs, and to fee that the udders of the
ewes are not difeafed. His attendance will often be required
in the night as well as the day. At this feafon covered
fhesp-folds are often of very great advantage, in faving and
prote&ing both ewes and their lambs. And in refpe& to
the number of lambs, it is remarked by the author of the

work on Live-ftock, that the ewe brings moft commonly
one, next in degree of frequency, two, rarely from three to
five lambs at a birth. This property of double birth is, he
{ays, in fome inftances, fpecific; the Dorfet fheep ufuall
yeaning twins; and the large-polled Belgic fheep, ~wit
their defcendants, our Teefwater, doing the fame, and pro-
ducing occafionally more at.a birth. Other breeds bring
twins in the ptoportion of one-third of the fleck, which 1s
fuppofed to depend confiderably on good keep. A certain
number of ewes per centum prove barren annually : the caufe
very rarely, natural defe& ; fometimes over-fatnefs, a mote
bid ftate of body, from poverty, or nzgle€of the ram ; in
other words, want of fyftemin the fhepherd.

Further, it has been recommended, that where rich paf-
tures, or other forts of good grafs-lands cannot be referved
for their fupport, turnips, or other kinds of green food,
fhould be provided for the purpofe, and given them ina
fuitable manner ; but where it can be done, it is always
better to leave this fort of food untouched till about the
period of lambing, when it fhould be regularly {upplied, in
proportion to the neceffity there may be for it. The ewes
alfo demand at this time much care, to fee that they are put
upon a dry fheltered pafture, free from difturbance, and that
neither they nor their lambs {uftain injury from the too great
feverity of the feafon. Whenever . this is- the cale, they
fhould bé carefully removed into a proper degree of warmth
and fhelter, until perfedly reftored. It is likewife a necef-
fary, as well as a ufeful practice, as they lamb down, to take
them and their lambs away from the common ftock, putting
them into a piece of turnips, or frefh dry pafture, where
there is fhelter when neceflary, as by this means much fewer
lambs will be loft than would otherwife be the cafe. It is
alfo found, that by a preper fupply of turnips, or other fimi-
lar green food at this period, the milk of the ewes is much
increafed, and the growth of the lambs . greatly prometed 3
which is of much future importance, as when they are ftinted
at this early period of their exifténce, they never turn out
fo well afterwards for the farmer. 'With the green and root
crops, and preferved after-grafs, hay, ftraw, corn, and oil-
cake, are in fome cafes made ufe of in the winter {uppert of
fheep-ftock. With turnips, where the foil is not fufliciently
dry to admit the fheep, it is the praétice to draw them and
convey them to a found firm pafture, that the ewes may be
baited upon them once or twice in the day, as there may be
occafion, care being taken that they are eaten up clean,
as the circumitance of their being thus eaten may ferve asa
guide to the farmer for the fupply that may be daily necef-
fary. In this way this fort of food will be confumed with
the greateft economy. Where the land is perfeétly dry,and
the intention is to manure it for a grain crop, eating the tur-
nips on the land, by means of portions hurdled off as wanted,
is a good praéice. And with this fort of food, efpecially
where it produces fcouring in the ewes, green rouen hay,
cut ftraw, or peafe-haulm, fhould cenftantly be given, and
alfo with rape, &c. Mr. Young has ftated, that in fome
parts of the kingdom, the beft farmers give their ewes and
Jambs bran and oats, or oil-cake, in troughs, while they are
feeding on turnips ; but he fuggefts, at the fame time, that it
muft be a good breed for fuch a praétice to repay. Andit
has been advifed, when the weather is very wet, ftormy, or
there is much fnow upon the ground, that the ewes and
lambs fhould have hay given them in baits as may be necel-
fary, which is moftly done in covered moveable racks, a
portion being given frefh every day. It is, however, much
better to have it cut into chaff, and given in_troughs, as
much lefs wafte is made. There is- fiill a higher pratice
of feeding made ufe of by fome farmers, with ewe-ftock gf

. the
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the more improved kinds, and which is faid to have been
found to anfwer better than the common keep in particular
cafes ; which is that of employing parfnips or carrots with
hay of the green rouen kind, or a pottion of pea, bean, or
barley-meal; alfo malt-combs, with potatoes and hay, &c.
Thefe {orts of keep are, however, obvioufly much too ex-
penfive, except under, particular circumftances, and for the
more improved breeds. ,

It is obvious, that where fhelter can be provided, it will
always be of much benefit to the fheep. " But it has been
obferved, that the pradtice of letting them to the hay-
ftacks, which is common with fome farmers, is flovenly and
walteful,- and which, though it may afford a degree of
fhelter, should never be attempted when the other methods
can be had recourfe to. It has alfo been fuggefted by Mr,

Young, asan excellent method, though not eflentially necef- .

fary, to allow the fheep, whether the weather be bad or
not, a {mall proportion of hay daily while at turnips. = And
it is fuppoled that by this careful management, and the ufe of
ftubble turnips when neceffary, the ewe and lamb-ftock may
be well fupported through the feverity of the feafon, and be
brought on in the beft poffible condition until the turnips
are finithed in March, ‘which fhould always be the cafe when
the preferved grafs or rouen may be ready to receive them ;
which is confidered by {fome as the moft to be depended upon
through this and the following month, which, with the firft
week 1n May, is the moft difficult period of the year to the’
ftock-fafmer, On dry meadows and paftures it is‘invaluable
in this view, though at firft fight it may have an unpromifin

appearance, from the covering of decayed autumnal grafs
that is upon it ; but which, when removed, prefents a new

growth of frefh green grafs, five or fix inches in height,’

brought up by the fhelter and warmth afforded by the
covering of old grafs. This.is found to agree remarkably
well with the fheep; as“they confume both together, having,
as it were, both hay and grafs in the fame bite. It is, indeed,
fuppofed impoffible to keep a full ftock of fheep fo cheaply
in'April by any other method as by this.. Tolerable rouen
will carry ten ewes an acre, with their lambs, through. the
whole month. Such rouen may be worth in autumn ten or
twelve fhillings an'acre ; in April it is worth thirty or fort
thillings ; and if it be a backward feafon, a farmer that has it
would not he tempted to fell it for much more. But in the
fupport of his theep and lamb-ftock, if the farmer be pro-
vided with a fufficient extent’ of watered meadow, he may
fully :liepend upon that without any other provifion for this
eriod. :
P But in cafes, however, where thefe cannot be fully de-
pended on for the fupport of the fheep-ftock at this difficult
feafon, the moft improved pra&ice is, in place of depending
on turnips and ‘hay with rye fown for the purpofe, young
wheats, ‘and the run of the paftures, to let the turnips con-
tinue, fo as that their fhoots may become 2n obje& of theep
food, and to have annually a portion of tofe'rable good
land, fufficient to the extent of the flock, under rye-
ﬁ:'afs and clover, {o as to be ready in the fpring to take the
eep from turnips, and fupport them till the time of turning
upon the paftures. The fame writer remarks, that this con-
du& is an improvement on the other, as it gets rid of
three great evils : depending on rye, which is foon eaten;
feeding on wheat, which is pernieious to the crops; and
turning too fooninto the general paftures. But at the fame
time that it effeéls this advantage, it is open to fome objec-
tions, which make furtherimprovement neceffary. Keeping
the turnips long in. the fpring is very bad’ hufbandry.
It damages greatly the barley crop, both in robbing the
Vor. XXXII.

land, and preventing it from being fown in proper time :
nor is the food of great confequence, for many acres of tur-
nip-tops are requifite, the number of which muft be:in, pro-
portion to the ftock of fheep ; and as to the roots, they grow
{o fticky and hard after' the tops are at all advanced, ‘that
their value is trifling. With refpe& to ray-grafs, the.clo-
ver mixed with it is feldom above three inches high at this
feafon ; and a great breadth of ground to a given ftock mufk
be affigned to keep the fheep through April.  The number of
acres of that young growth neceflary to keep a hundred theep
and lambs, is, it s faid, furprifing ; fo that thefe farmers,
although they manage to fgring-feed more fheep than the
worft of their brethren, yet effeét it at a great expence,
and at laft not in any degree comparable to what might he
done. A turnip fhould never be feen on the ground after.
March. For the month of April the farmer fhould have a
field of cabbages ready, which, yielding a great produce on
a fmall breadth of ground, reduces the evi% of a late {pring.
fowing ; and, if he manages as he ought, totally excludes it.
The turnip-cabbage, and ruta baga, will laft as long as
wanted ; and though they run to feed, yet the bulbs will
not be fticky. The green borecolamay be fed off feveral
times : it is impenetrable to froft, and will make fhoots in
the winter. And another crop, continues Mr. Young, for
feeding fheep in fpring, which is of particular merit, 1s bur-
net. An acre of it managed properly, will at this {feafon

.yield much more food than an acre of clover and ray-grafs.

It fhould be four or five inches high in November, andleft
fo through. the winter. Burnet has the fingular quality: of
maintaining its green leaves through the winter ; fo tiat,
under deep fnows, you find fome luxuriance of vegetation,
From November to February the crop will gain two or three
inches in growth in the young leaves, and then be ready for
fheep. It will be better in March, and if kept, ready in
Avpril, not only for fheep, but horfes, cows, or any other ftock.
"Thefe {yftems of feeding and management are, however, ip
pra&tice much varied according to the nature of the farm
and the kind of fheep tMat are kept. In Norfolk, ‘with
Mer. Bevan’s flock; which confifts of forty-five {core of the
South Down kind, the following is the arrangement. The
tups are put to the ewes about the 1oth of September, for
two months, being fed on the layers and paftures, and are
folded on the old layers for wheat : after wheat-fowing they
are folded on the paftures and layers till the time of yeaning,
during which they lie on the paftures without fold, and have
turnips thrown to them, with plenty of good hay. The
fattening fheep are on turnips and hay, from Michaelmas to
the end of March, follawed by the hoggits., In April
the couples go to cole-feed in hurdles; from cole to rye;
from rye to the new layers, if forward enough, otherwife to
the water-meadows, till the beginning of May ; and: from
thence to the new layers, being ftill in hurdles, with a good
deal of room to fall back, and continue fo on the layers
till about the 1oth of June, when the ewes are wathed for
clipping, and until the lambs -are weaned : the ewes then go
to fold with the fhearlings on the fallows intended for turnips,
and the lambs are put to frefh grafs referved for that pur.
pofe : all the fheep on turnips and cole having hay, they
confume about twenty-five tons. - The general winter pro-
vifion is 80 acres of turnips, 20 of cole, and 30 of for
the fpring. Mr. Bevan ploughs in his rye-ftubbles before the
fhocks are carried to turn in the fcattered feed, harrowin
in half a peck of cole-feed for fheep-feed in the {pring, and
finds it of very great fervice. The latter, after fegding,
ftands for a crop.. He values his turnips on the ayerage at
30s. per acre, and cole at 25s5. After turnip-fowing, the
3K . flock
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flock is folded 'on old layers for rye, till the énd of Auguft,
when the ewes intended };r breeding are put to good . wafture
till the tups are let in. But in 1802, the tups nd%. put to
the ewes about a week later, and the lambs not weaned till
the latter end of June. Provifion this year, 100 acres of
turnips, 30 cole, 3o rye, for 25 fcore breeding ewes, 15

fcore hoggits, 20 tups, 10 fcore fatting ftock; 51 fcore

in all.

Tlurnips, as a holding-out winter food for fheep, are unquef-
tionably excellent, particularly when not given in too large
quantities, and with fome fort of dry food with them, as
fainfoin hay in this feafon, common hay, cut pea, bean, or
wheat-ftraw. There is alfo {aid to be an advantage in having
them drawn one or two days before they are uvled, in fome
diftri&ts, and even in having them ftacked. But potatoes are
thought a much better food than turnips in other parts where
fheep are a great obje&, as being mere fully and regularly to
be depended on, and as preventing the difeafes to which the
animals are liable in 2 more effe€tual manner.  The Swedifh
turnip come into ufe the lateft, as in the early fpring.

It 1s ftated in the Corre@ted Agricultural Report of the
County of Suffex, that general Murray fed 5000 fheep with
potatoes and hay, 1651 of his breeding ewes ate 5t bufhels

" every day, giving a quart to each ; and which, for 120 days,
is 6120 buthels: while the Norfolk ftock-farmer provides
for 720 fheep, 80-acresof turnips, 16 tonsof ‘hay, 20 acres
of rye. The following is the comparifon of the value, &c.
of the provifion.

It is faid, that if 720 fheep require 8o acres of turnips,
2240, the upland flock at general Murray’s, will require
248 acres of turnips ; but they have only 0. That if 720
fheep require 16 tons of hay, or 10 acres, 2240 fhould re-
quire 49; inftead of which they have 120, which is 71
furplus, or, at one load and an half the acre, 48 acres. And
that, if 720 fheep require 20 acres of rye, 2240 fhould re-
quire 62, ‘inftead of which they have none at all.

“Winter food of 2240 fheep, iﬁrovided for in Norfolk. -

L ] 'Aepei.
Turnips - - - - 248
Hay - - - - - 10
Rye - - - - - 62
Potatoes - - - - °

320

e

Winter food of 2240 fheep, as provided for in Suffex.

. ) Acres,
Turnips - - - - 50
Hay - - - . - 8o

. Rye - - - - - [
Potatoes - - - - 20

150

—

‘Value of crops, as applicable to each county, without
regard to the expences.

« -
>

£ d.
. "Turnips - - - 2 0 ©
Hay - - - - § o o
Rye . - - - oI10 o
Potatoes - - - 4 00

Expences. Norfolk,
. h ) ‘! £
T'urnips - - - - 496
Hay = - - - 20
_ Rye - - - - 31
Potatoes - - - o
547
~ Expences.  Suffex. -
£
Turnips - - - - 100
Hay - - - - 160
Rye - - - - o
Potatoes - - - - 8o
340
Which is, it is faid, a difference of 63 per cent. This vaft

difference is to be attributed, it is fuppofed, in a great
meafure, to the diftin&tion between the breeds of the flocks,
as one being the Norfolk, and the other the South Down,
as all the circumftances are in favour of it; but it may be
partly owing to potatoes being a cheaper food than turnips.
As to the feeding of fheep with potatoes, however, it is,
though afcertained on the above farm on a very large fcale,
a more difputed and doubtful circumftance ; and for this rea.
{on, they are allowanced, ftinted, or limited in their con-
fumption, which is not the cafe with turnips: thefe, on the
Norfolk farm, are fed off on the land, and, of courle, in the
greateft plenty. The other accidents and objetions to
which they are conftantly liable, are alfo not to be over-
looked : while potatoes are aregular certain crop, and {ub-
je&t to few accidents or inconveniencies. When thefe cir-
cumftances are therefore well confidered, in the pinch of a
fevere feafon, it will be readily agreed that the introduéion
of this root, and the proof of its advantage by the above
extenfive trial, as a winter and {pring provifion for fheep-
ftock,: is really important. . S )

The quantity of a quart every day. of this root for each
theep is probably, however, much too fmall, as in fattening
them with it in {uitable yards for the purpofe, a far greater
quantity has been found neceflary.  But lean fheep certainly
do not require the fame proportion for keeping them as is
requifite in_the fattening {yftem, as may be feen below, in
fpeaking of that fort of management.

Cabbages, as a food for fheep, are of great importance
and .utility in many fituations, particularly in thofe where
the land is fuitable for raifing them, though it may not be
of the veryrich quality. Tﬁey are of valt fervice in carry-
ing on improvements in fheep hufbandry, and as the means
of keeping a greatly increafed ftock, where good manage-
ment is followed. o :

The artificial grafles, fuch as ray-grafs and red clover,
are of much confequence as fpring food for fheep ;. the firft
is early, and comes in after common turnips, when much
wanted. It may be cultivated to advantage when the latter
will not fucceed. The clover comes into ufe in this way at
a later period, and on ftronger defcriptions of land. Many
other graffes of this fort, as well as fome of the natural grals
kind, might be very beneficially grown in this intention, as
the cock’s.foot in fome cafes, fainfoin, &c. on foils of the
calcareous kind, and fome of the poas -and alopecurufes,
in other circumitances ; by which means earlinefs, quantity,
and quality of keep mightbe fecured. S
‘ Tares,
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Tares, rye, and cole, are in great requeft as fpring food
for fheep-fiock, the firft being raifed on the ftronger forts
of land, the fecond on fuch as are of a lighter quality, and
the laf on many kinds, even the hilly calcareous fort.
They are all fufficiently early for being fed in April, or the
following month, when turnips are done. Spring tares are
likewife often put in to be fed off at the clofe of the autumm.

. Thefe practices anfwer very well ; but mixed crops of tares
and rve never do well for the purpofe of fheep-feed ; as they
do not by any means come well together, of courfe there is
much lofs. Thefe and other mixed crops are, however,
frequently had recourfe to in this fort of management, with
evident benefit. e

The fubble turnip fyftem of food is very good in this
fort of hufbandry, for late fpring or other feed; where
crops ‘of fuch kinds take well in fucceflion to thofe of
other forts. ‘

The plan of preferving after-grals for the purpofe of
fheep-feed is certainly very ufeful, efpecially for the fupport
of ewes and lambs in the ¢arly fpring. It provides well for
the time of {carcity. ‘

The pradtice of. converting young wheat crops to fpring
fheep-food is feldom good. Itis moftly the bufinefs of ne-
ceffity and want of forecaft in the fheep manager: On light
and dry lands it may occafionally be ufeful, but it often does
much harmh, : )

Winter barley, and fome other forts of crops, have alfo
been tried as fheep-food, but hitherto only by particular in-

- dividuals on a fmall {cale.

‘Whatever the sature of the food which is raifed with this
defign may be, it fhould- always be provided in ample
abundance to the *quantity of fheep-ftock which is to be
kept, as no fort of pinching ever anfwers any good purpofe
in this management. -Good water fhould likewife be con-
ftantly attended to in this prattice.

By thus cultivating proper quantities of proper fheep-food
in conpeion with the keeping and managing of ftocks
of this fort, many important benefits and advantages would
neceffarily refult, a far greater quantity of fheep would be
kept on'the fame extent of ground, they would be preferved in
2 much better ftate of condition, and they would be jn‘a much
more defirable fituation for the purpofes of breeding or be-
ing fattened, and confequently be in every way greatly more
profitable to the fheep-farmer ; while the growth of fuch
forts of food would prepare .admirably fer grain crops, by
which little expence would be incurred. Befides thefe, 1t
would contribute in feveral other lefs' important ways to
the benefit of the ftock-farmer, in many cafes and fitua-

tions.
And it is obferved that, by the means which have been

ftated above, the fheep and lambs are capable of being con-

tinued in good healthy condition, a matter of great confe-
quence to the ffock, until the period .of turning on the

aftures, when they fhould be feparated, where the lands are
inclofed, into proper divifions, in proportion to the quantity
each pafture can fupport, care being taken not to over-ftock
the fields, though hard ftocking in fome cafes may be bene-
ficial. With fome farmers they are put wpon the richelt
patture of the farm, while with others. it is the cuftom to
let them have thofe of the inferior kinds, Thismuft depend
much upon circumftanees ; but whatever mode is adopted,
the point of having the ftock preferved in good condition
js never to be loft fight of. It is advifed, that in keep-
ing fheep on inclofed paftures, particularly where the
lands are much occupied with wood, conftant care is necef-
fary, in order to guard againft the mifchief of the fly, as its
«ffe@s are often irremediable in the courfe of a very fhort

time in {uch fituations, if not attended to, in hot feafons:
With the view of fully guarding againft this infe&, a very fre-
quent and particular examination muft be made by the
fhepherd.

Further, on thic fubje& it may be noticed, that the next
circumftance in the management of thefe animals is that of
weaning the lambs, which is a bufinefs that fhould be effe&ed
when they are three or four months old, as about July, but’
it is done more early in fome diftriéts than in others, And
to effe@ it in the beft and moit beneficial manner, a proper
referve of fome frefh pafture grafs, where there may be a
good bite for the lambs to feed upon, fhould be had;recourfe
to, as it is of much confequence that an ample provifion of
this fort be had, in order that the growth of this young
ftock may not fuffer any check on being taken from the
mother. Where they have been continued fo long as to
graze with the dams, little check will be fuftained in their
feparation, if turned upon fuch good feed. Some advife
clover in bloflom as the moft forcing fort of food in this in-
tention, and with others fainfoin rouen is highly valued for
the fame purpofe. When good feed is net provided, of
fome of thefe kinds, the lambs foon decline in flefh, o# in
the technical language of the fhepherd, the flock are faid to
pitch ; and when once this happens, they never afterwards
thrive fo well, however good the management may be,
With regard to the ewes, they fhould be removed to fuch
diftant paftures or other places, as that they may not be
heard by the lambs, which would caufe them to be difturbed
in their feeding. And where the ewes fuftain any inconve-
nience from their milk, as by their udders fwelling, it fhould
be drawn once- or twice, as by this means bad confequences
may be prevented. And asfooen as the lambs have been re-
moved, the ewes are returned upon the paftures deftined for
their fummer fupport. There is, however, one caution to
be attended to in firft turning the lambs upon rich keep,
which is that of letting them be in fome de%ree {atisfied with
food previoufly, that they may not be furfeited by too
quick and full feeding, and heave or hove, as it is termed;
keeping them gently moving about the field has alfo been
advifed in this intention. . In fome places where the lands are
of the more poor kind, it is a cuftom to fend the lambs to
the more rich vale or marfh diftri&s, to be bgpught forward
in conditien, or fattened. In thofe cafes, where the lambs
of the male kind are reared on the home lands, as wethers,
they are ufually reftored to the flock in the latter end of the

ear, but which is not by any means a good pratice, as
they often fuffer for want of proper keep in the winter,
and lofe what they had previoufly gained in growth and
coendition. . . »

And in the ufual management of fheep-flocks, it is the
common pradtice to remove a certain number of the old
ewes or crones every year, replacing them by the beft lambs,
in order that they may be kept up in the greateft perfeion ;
it is, of courfe, a matter of confiderable ifportance té have
this done in a proper manner. And in almoft all the fheep
diftri@s in the fouthern part of the ifland, this fele&ion, or
Jetting of the lamb.flock, is performed about Augult, at which
period the fairs for the fale of lambs moftly take place.
‘And as at this time the whole are collected together for draw-
ing into different lots, it is a very {uitable period fgr {ele&«
ing or choofing thofe that are to fupply fuch deficiencies in
the breeding flocks. In his Calendar of Hufbandry, Mr,
Young has well remarked, that in making this fele&tion, the
farmer or his thepherd ufually (whatever the breed may he)
rejeéts all that manifeft any departure from certain figna of
the true breed ; thus, in a Norfolk flock, a white leg, and
a face not of a hue fufficiently dark, would be excluded,

3K - however
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however well.formed ; in the fame manner a white face on
the South Downs ; in Wiltthire, a black face would be an
exclufion, or a horn that does not fall back ; in Dorfetfhire,
a horn that does not proje&, &c. &c. And where the pro-
duce is annually fold lean, there is, he maintains, reafon in
all this ; for cuftomers who have been ufed to and prefer
‘eertain breeds, as having paid them well, are apt to be faf-
tidious when they purchafe. Some farmers in this fele&ion
look chiefly at fize, always keeping the largeft frames ; but
this is probably erroneous, unlefs they #eep very high. It
conne&s with a queftion by no means afcertained, whether
fheep do or do not eat a quantity of food proportioned to

their weight ? In general it is a fafer rule to choofe a well- .

forted lamb, or that indicates the probability of making a
-well-formed -ewe, rather than to fele& for fize. The at-
tention that is to be paid to wool in the breeds that pro-
duce the carding fort, will depend on the price to be received:
if the farmer lives in a diftri® where the price of the year
is given equally to all flocks, there is little encouragement to

fen quantity for the fake of quality ; retaining, however,
1g idea, the fa& that both are attainable, that it is very com-
mon to {ee coarfe dreeched theep with light fleeces, and thofe
of a fine quality heavy in weight. %’he Spanifh fleeces,
which are finer than any other, are heavier than thofe of our
fineft woolled fheep. With combing wool the importance
of the fleece depends ftill more on price ; we have feen it at
8s. a tod: and it has lately been 36s. Quality is of very
little ‘confequence indeed, compared with quantity ; and
when'wool fells high, no prudent breeder will fet his ftock
without being governed confiderably by thisobject. And it
is added by the fame writer, that the high prices at which
few Leiceger and new South Down rams let and fell, has
opened a field of {peculation in fheep-breeding. It is fufficient
to remark, that this {pirit of breeding, whether it fhall
prove durable or not, whether much money fhall or fhall not
be made in it in future, is not what any prudent man begin-
ning bufinefs will adventure in, but with great caution :
mén of Tuch immenfe fortune are now taking alead init, and
#ife in many refpeés doing it on fuch liberal principles, that
the wifeft condut of fuch farmers as he may be fuppofed to
addrefs, is totake proper opportunities of converting their
experiments t9:their own «(the farmer’s) profit. Leave the
expence to theth ; but, when you can, convert the'profit to
your own advantage. In fetting a ftock of lambs, there-
fore, you may mark a fcore of the beft, fora future ram to
be picked up when opportunity offers ; or, better fill, to
fend to the tup of fome ram-letter that takes them in at a
. realohable price per head. By every year fele@ting five or
fix per cent. and by every year covering that number by a
ram better than your own, the flock muft be on the improving
hand ; and this may be done at a very fmall expence. Allo
at this period, befides filling up the deficiencies in the ewe-
ftock, the increaﬁn% or diminifhing the quantity of ftock
ufually kept, by referving a larger or {maller number than
that of the old fheep which are difpofed of, is alfo a point
that demands particular notice. Mr. Young has given the
following ufeful direGtions on this fubject, in his Calendar of
Hufbam%ry. :

On a farm, fays he, with a given ftationary fheep-walk,
it is probably regulated by circumftances that rarely change;
but on inclofed farms, where the theep are fupported by
fields alternately in grafs and tillage, variations may eafily
be fuppofed, and the queftion of bard or light focking,
thit Ts of clofe feeding or a head of grafs, then comes into
decide the number kept.  If theproduce or profit per head
1s looked to, the condu& to be purfued is evidently to ftock
lightly ; but'if the return is looked fog in corn from fields

laid down for refrefament by reft, then clofe feeding is a
very material point, and the number kept will depend on

it.  With all grafles, &c. that do not decline from age, the

more fheep you keep the more you may keep, and the more
corn you will reap when fuch are ploughed ; a circumftance
too important to be forgotten. But the young farmer will
remember, that upon this {fyftem he muft not have a fhow
flock, or let the variety of a farm have the leaft influence
with him : if in this way he will have a fomething to talk
of, a fcore or two of pampered favourites, the %ewer the
better, for they may coft him more than they are worth.

And as foon as this has' been properly executed, the ewe
and wether lambs that are left are moftly fent to the neigh-
bouring lamb-fairs to be fold off. But where the fairs for
this purpofe happen later than the above period, as in the
beginning or latter end of September, as is the cafe in fome
fituations, it has been advifed by the writer firft mentioned,
that great care be taken to keep them in forcing food, as in
{pring tares, early fown rape, good grafs of the right de-
gree of bite, &c. &c. in order to promote their growth
and increafe their value; but to fell in Auguft is more
beneficial. '

It cannot but be obvious, that in the management of
breeding flocks, the lambs come to be difpofed of at dif-
ferent periods ; firft thofe that have been fuckled or fattened
in the houfe, in which {yftem of fattening, much attention
is required to have them early,.to their being well, regu-
larly, and very cleanly kept and fuckled, as well as to the
ewes being of the right fort, and the beft milkers that can
be provided, and to their being fully fupplied with food of
the moft nourifhing and fucculent kinds. Their tails and
udders fhould have the wool well clipped away from them
in order that they may be preferved in a perfeétly clean
ftate, The lambs alfo require, efpecially towards the clofe
of their fattening, to have regular {upplies of barley,
wheat, and peas, meal ground together im -combination
with fine green rouen hay, &c. See Lams-Suckling. -

And as foen as thefe have been fold off; the lambs which
have been fattened on the beft grafs-land will be ready te
fucceed them at the markets, in the fpring and fummer
mionths, and thefe will be followed by the fale of the ftore-
Jambs at the different autumnal fairs. '

Further, there are different local prattices alfo adopted m
different counties, to f{uit the particular methods in which
their fheep hufbandry is conduéted, as well as the particular
obje&s of it. '~ The following is given as 2 hint from fir Jo-
feph Banks, by the writer of the Lincolnfhire Agricultural
Survey, on the fheep {yltem of that extenfive diftrict: that
as tups are there always hired by the breeders, the lambs
may be faid to be purchafed before they are born ; a year’s
credit, however, is given on this occafion, they are not paid
for till the aGtual value can be fairly eftimated ; if, therefore,
any one who has hired a tup at a confiderable price, finds
the lambe he has got not {ufficiently above the ordinary
fort to pay him the difference, with intereft, he complains
to the tup-man, who generally views the lambs with him,
and makes a fair abatement, which is generally fettled in the
price of the hire of the nextyear’s tup ; this regulates the
price of letting, and makes the tup-men a moft u?eful fet of
people. The great mafs of breeders in Lincolnfhire fell
their heeder lambs about old Michaelmas time, or a little
after : a fucceffion of fairs for that purpofe are held in a
village called Partney. Thefe lambs are refold in the fpring
at Lincoln fair, under the name of hogs; at Midfummer
their owners clip, and then winter them ; the fucceeding
fpring they are carried to Bofton, where, in a long fuc-
cefion of markets. they arel old to the graziers, with theﬁ
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wool on, under the name of fhearlings, and immediately
turned into the ‘marth to fatten; the graziers take their
fleeces,. and "having wintered them, get the kindlieft to
Smithfield in the courfe of the fucceeding f{pring ; thofe
that de not fat fo eafily, yield the grazier a fleece at Mid{um-
mer, and are got off the ground in the courfe of the next
autumn., Here you fee a cowbined {yftem of fheep agri-
culture, for as the animals are eternally either changing
hands or yielding fleeces, they make a return of fome kind
or other to their owners, nearly half-yearly from the time of
their birth, to that of their final diffolution at Smithfield.
See Ra. '

In the fheep fyftem of management which is practifed on
the large rich traéts of the Romney, Walland, and Denge
marfhes in the county of Kent, there is alfo 2 local pecu-
liarity and difference which is worthy of notice. The ufual
pra&ice with the lambs in thefe marfhes, is that of fending
them about the beginning of September to be kept-by the
neighbouring upland or hill farmers during the winter, They
go in feparate lots, being received at certain appointed
places by the farmers, and driven'to the houfes, or taken to
the farms by their fervants. They are then commonly put
upon the ftubbles or grattons, as they are called ; but in
fome cafes they have alfo paitures to run upon, though too
little attention is, in general, paid to the changing of them,
by which they fuffer much; and are often greatly injured,
elpecially fuch as are weakly and delicate. Much advantage
would probably be gained by having them put, in {eparate
lots, in different fields, atd by giving them in wet fealons, once
a day, fome fort of dry food, fuch as hay, or thofe of better
kinds in particular cafes. * It is not improbable, indeed, that
lambs  might be fafely kept in thefe marfhes through the
winter, by the ufe of fuch food and proper care. It is
found that there is a prodigious benefit in keeping the lambs
in winter, in fuch fituations, in having the grounds dry and
warm, inftead of being of a cold, wet, clayey nature.” Lambs
fhould by no means be ftocked along with the ewes, as the
old fheep will conftantly take the feed, .and flench the land,
by which the lambs may be greatly hurt. They thould al-
ways be -ftocked feparately, and the paftures be frequently
changed, ' circumftances which are little regarded here.
Some think that lambs do not thrive well on being put to
grafs, after having been fed on luxuriant food, fuch as
turnips, old tares, rye-grafs, &c. : )

The price of the keeping of lambs in thefe cafes is very
different ; fome paying only 4s. 64. the lamb, while others
pay 5s.; and where no neat ftock are kept, they charge as

high as from 6s. to 6s. 6d.the head, for the {pace of about

fix months. - This is but a late advance ; however, it makes
the price of keep a ferious objeét. The ‘lofs of lambs in
this fyftem of winter management, is occafionally confider-
able, but depends much on the nature of the feafon, as to
mildnefs or feverity, amountirg in {fome cafes to four or
more in a handred. ' '

The tegs, or one-year old lambs, in this {yftem are brought
from the uplands, where they have been wintered too often
in a low {tate of eondition, for the fupply of the marfh gra-
ziers, which enables them to keep more ewes and fattening-
fheep. on the marfth lands. This is done about the be-
ginning of April, when the upland farmers are indulged
with a feaft or treat at the expence of the graziers, as
a recompenfe for their care and attention to the lambs,
in which liberality has a great effe®.” As the flocks reach
the marfh, they are put upon the pooreft paftures, at the
rate of five to the acre, their old fheep being juit fold to
make room for them, Thefe are commonly the beft condi-
tioned tégs, in which there may fometimes be lofs from the
. 8

fudden tranfition from poor to teo good keep, though they
are not, in general, fo {ubje to fome forts of difeafe as the
old ones, on fuch changes being made in their food.

The marfh fheep-graziers have lately been much. in the
pradtice of  prevailing on the farmers to keep fuch flocks a
fortnight, or even double that time, on turnips, which has
the advantage of enabling them to double the ftock on the
fame paftures during the fummer ; while on the other hand,
it is evident, that when they are fo hard ftocked eaﬂy in the
{pring, they can neither have fo luxuriant a growth, nor be
fo full of grafs. The pafturesare likewile eafed gradually,
as the fat ewes or wethers are taken off, and their places
{upplied by the wether-tegs, while the ewe-tegs are fuffered
to remain on their original paftures, until they are fele@ed,
or fet for going to the rams. :

In the ewe management of the marfh fyftem, which isby
no means well regulated, the ewe-tegs, one-lamb, two-lamb,
and threeJamb ewes, are all mixed together, {o that they
cannot be diftinguithed by the grazier, as they are mot
marked until turned off for fattening, A better and more
convenient way would, however, probably be to keep the
different kinds feparate as much as poffible, as many advan-
tages would refult fromit. In winter the land is ftocked in
proportion of from two to three ewes on the acre, as it may
be of a more or lefs good .quality, and in fummer with from
three to four and their lambs. In cafe of twin lambs, with
not ever more than three to the acre gtpon the beft paftures.
The fummer ftocking with ewes'is here fuppofed to have too
much uniformity in it, though it may perhaps be proper in
the winter, yet when that fea%on is mild more might certainly
be kept than under the contrary circumftances, for whichno
fort of allowance is made. '~ It is conceived, that it would
be good policy, when there is the probability of plenty of
keep, to increale the number of ewes on the breeding paf-
tures, though there fhould be a neceflity, on that account,
to provide an additional pafture field or two ; however, fo
prejudiced are many fheep-farmers in favour of the common
praflice, that they do not even make the neceffary additions
of ftock to keep the grafs properly under, by which means
it is apt to become benty, the pafture injured, and con-
fiderable wafte fuftained.  The old fheep, or thofe which:
have had the third lamb, ‘are commonly caft off for fat-
tening, and the others marked for ftores, and weaned
from their lambs, by putting them into one of the pafture
fields fer fome days ;* which not only improves the field, but
prevents the ewes from receiving injury by the flow of milk.
This is a praétice which in the marfh management is termed
bleating the ewes. Some reje&t this mode, and put the ewes
immediately on the fattening ground, from the conviétion
that more injury is likely to enfue by keeping themin a
ftarved condition, for even a fhort time, than by throwing
them at once into frefh keep. Whichever of thefe is the
moft eligible praétice is not attempted to be decided, but
the moft general one is that of bleating : aged fheep are not
fo liable tobe ftruck with difeafe as young ones in fuch cafes,
or the feafon of the year fo favourable, '

The {yftem of the marfh fer the management of the
wethers, and the time of drawing them for the market, is
this: the wether-tegs. are in the general practice put upon
the fattening land for the winter about Michaelmas, in the
proportion of from two to three upon the acre, as may fuit
the defigns of the grazier. Thefe who intend to keep them
for a whole year, commonly put three on each acre of the
betft paftures forthe winter flock ; but thofe whofe intention
is to make a fecond or third return, are fatistied with two
onthe fame extent 3 in which cafe, however, it‘is necéffary
that they be put more early upon the land, in order that they

may
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may get properly fat before winter, and go off fufficiently
early, which would otherwife not be the cafe. The latter
method is thought unqueftionably to be the moft profituble ;
but thofe who have not a fufficient fupply of fummer pafture,
conceive that it will pay them better to keep three to the
acre, in barely a thriving ftate, and fatten them in the fol-
lowing fpring and fummer. However, though they may
continue to increafe in fize, it is moft likely they will not
be of more value at Michaelmas than they were in the
fpring ; fo that there is a clear lofs of the whole {fummer
keep : as mutton may often fell for 6s. or 7s. the ftone in the
{pring, and not bring more than from 4s. to gs. at that pe-
riod in the autumn. It has been long a queftion, whether
other fheep or old barrens fatten the moft quickly, on which
it may be noticed, that any increafe in the food of full-grown
fheep -muft have a tendency to the formation of fat,
whereas in wethers or other young fheep, it muft be partly
expended in the evolution and developement of their frames,
and,.of courfe, lefs fat be produced. Much, however, will
depend upon the fize and difpofition of the fheep.

There is great difference in the praétice of different gra-
ziers, in regard to the time and manner of drawing the
fheep for the market, fome beginning much earlier than
others, though the fheep were all put into the fattening
paftures at the fame time. Some draw the worft of the fheep
firft, conceiving that the prime fheep pay the beft for keep-
ing ; while others fend them to market as they get fat, by
which means, time is given for the advancement of the more
common ones. Which of thefe methods is the moft to be pre-
ferred, it is not at all attempted to determine ; but the fend-
ing of inferior mutton to market, it may be remarked, is
only giving it away, while, on the contrary, the retaining of
{fuch fheep as are deficient in difpofition to fatten, is a com-
plete lofs of the keep of them, Towards the end of the
fummer, keep, however, is of but little value, and, of
courfe, their remaining a little longer is not of any material
confequence. . It is therefore thought, perhaps, the beft
not to part with them until the approach of autumn, when
inferior mutton often fells well in the vicinity of the marfh,
or to difpofe of them to lamb butcheérs at a fomewhat reduced
price. This inconvenience would, however, be much re-
moved by a better and more proper {election of the fheep than
that which at prefent is the cafe.

Infending the fheep to market, care fhould be taken to
have them as nearly as poflible of the fame fize and condition,
as a few inferior ones are apt to lower the value with the
butchers.  In this intention they are by fome divided into
two or three lots, while others {end them in one only; the
former, however, in genera} obtain the higheft prices. By
more attention to the regulation of fize and keep, a greater
equality would be met with in the wether fheep on the fat-
tening paftures of the diftri® than that which at prefent
prevails. '

In the fyftem of thefe marfhes, the ewes which are de-
figned for breeding ram-lambs from, are feleGted and drawn
before the riding time, as diretly upon the weaning feafon,
or a few weeks previous to giving them the ram ; there being
great differences in the forms and fizes which are thought the
beft calculated for this purpofe, in the notions of different
graziers ; fome preferring large, others middling fizes, while
many efteem motit, fuch as have long legs and bogies. There
38 here, however, much too little principle in the manage-

" ment of this bufinefs, Such ewe lambs as come from ram-
Jamb ewes, fhould be {o marked as to diftinguifh them, and
‘be conftantly preferred for breeding ram-lambs from., The
ram-lamb ewes are moftly lambed by themfelves, and have
fuperior keep. ‘Thofe which do not fuit- the intention

-the farmers in thofe diftri&s where it is in ufe.

of the grazier are caftrated ; while fuch as are.to be faved
have a {mall part of the tip end of the fcrotum cut off,
and two marks fixed upon them, one on the thoulder and
the other on the hip ; being conftantly indulged with the
beft fattening keep, as it is the common opinion that they
cannot be too large. They are fent to particular fituations
on the neighbouring hills during the winter feafon, where
they are tended with the utmoft care and circumfpe&ion,
having hay and turnips occafionally given them. On being
brought back to the marfhes in the {pring, they have the
run of the beft paftures, being ftocked fo lightly upon them,
as to be in every way difadvantageous to the grazing farmer.
Another feletion {fometimes takes place from them during
the fummer, in which, thofe which do not fuit are either
fent to market, or meited, while thofe which are.approved
are employed in the enfuingriding time. Thefe young rams
fhould only have a few ewes, as thirty or forty; as more
greatly injures their growth, &c. They are ufually fold or
hired out, by which much money is often made.

Tt is thie praétice here to keep too many rams together in
the fame pafture, as much lofs is fometimes fuftained by it.
The ufual time of putting the rams to the ewes here is about
the middle of November, though fome prefer a month, and
others a week or a fortnight fooner, as their notions may be
in regard to the conveniencies of lambing and other matters.
A week or two before the riding time the ewes are prepared
by being put into the larger fields ; only one ram being ad-
mitted in each, unlefs it be fo large as to fland in need of
two, when with the old ram a young' one is admitted. This
-management prevents fighting and all inconveniencies of that
kind.  The rams commonly remain with the ewes 4 month,
care being taken that they perform their bufinefs properly
fome change the rams occafionally, as after the firft fort-
night, and at other times according to circumftances. Sixty
ewes are ufually allowed to an old ram, and thirty to a teg
ram in this marfh fyftem.. See StockinG Land. -

It may be obferved that there is fome difference in the
method of managing heath, down, and mountain flocks of
fheep, from thofe which are pur{fued on the inclofed patture
lands, though in thé fele€ting and providing the rams and
breeding ftock, the fame pragices are followed by the beft
fheep-mafters. The printipal difference confifts in the man-
ner of keeping them, by putting them as early as poffible in the
{pring months, asin the beginning of A pril, upon the downs,
heaths, and commons, and keeping them upon them until
the approach of the autumn, as the beginning of O¢tober ;
the fine foft fweet herbage in thefe cafes preferving them in
a ftate of tolerably good condition. And where it begins
to grow fcanty and decline in goodnefs, other forts of feed
which have been previoufly provided are had recourfe to,
fuch as turnips, cole, &c. on which they are folded during
the autumn and winter till confumed, when hay which has
been ftacked for the purpofe in {uch fituations, is employed
until the grafs has again advanced to a proper bite. In
thefe cafes the fyftem of folding is generally recurred to
during the whole year, in the fummer and autumn chiefly
on the ground in a ftate of preparation for the wheat crops,
but in the winter feafon often on the ftubbles, though more
extenfively upon the downs and paftures ; while in the {pring
fealon the Jands under preparation for the barley crops re-
geive them, This fyftem is confidered ag very beneficial by
Andin the
more hilly and elevated fituations in the northern parts of the
kingdom, other methods of management with this fort of
ftock are employed. - In Argylefhire the principal circum.
itances attended to by the moft intelligent {heep-farmers are
thefe: to ftock lightly, which will mend the fize of the fheep,

with
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‘with the quantity and quality of the wool; and alfo render
them lefs fubjed to difeales. In all thefe refpeéts, it is al-
lowed by good judges, that 5§00 kept well; will return more
profit than 600 kept indifferently. To feleét the beft lambs,
and {uch as have the fineft, clofeft, and whiteit wool, for tups
and breeding ewes, and to cut and {pay the worft. To get
a change of rams frequently, and of breeding ewes occafion-
ally. To put the beft tups to the beft ewes, which is con-
fidered as neceflary for bringing any breed to perfetion.
Not to tup their year-old ewes ; which, in bad feafons efpe-
cially, would render the lambs produced by them of little
value, as the ewes would not have a fufficiency of milk ;
" and 'would alfo tend to leflen the fize of the ftock. To
keep no rams above three, or at moft four years old, nor any
breeding ewes above five or fix. To feparate the rams from
4he 1othof O&ober, for a month or fix weeks, to.prevent
the lambs from coming too early in {fpring. To feparate the
lambs between the 15th and 25th of June; to have good
grafs prepared for them; and, if they can, to keep them
{eparate, and on good grafs, all winter ; that they may be
better attended to, and have the better chance of avoiding
difeafes. A few, whofe poffeflions enable them to do it,
keep not only their lambs or hogs, but alfo their wedders,
ewes, &c. in {eparate hirfels ; by which every fhepherd, hav-
ing his own cliarge, can attend to it better than if all were
in common ; and each kind had the pafture that beft fuits
it.- But in Linton, the following management, according
to the furvey of that diftri&, is obferved: in fummer the
flock is divided into three Airfels. 1In the firft are all the
hogs and yield fheep ; in the fecond, - the milk ewes; in the
third, the Yambs. In winter they are kept only in two hirfels.
In the one are the hogs, in the othér the ewes and yield
fheep. The lambs are weaned about the end of June, the
ewes milked from the 1ft of July to the middle of Augutft,
and the milk made into cheefe. The fheep are clipped from
the end of June to the end of July, according to the weather
and condition of the flock. The tups are let to the ewes
from the 15th to the end of November, according to the
fituation of the;ground, and the nature.of the grafs.. From
40 to 50 ewes are allowed to one tup. . The breeding ftock
is changed every five years, by {elling off the fuperannuated
ewes. Some ewes, however, are kept longer than five years,
and fome fhorter, according to their condition ; for they do
not all decline equally foon. In Eaft Lothian, fheep are in
much efteem, and kept in confiderable numbers every where,
efpecially on the coait.lands. Permanent flocks, however,
and regular fheep management, may be faid to be almoft
confined #ill to the higher parts of the country. In the
low country they are kept chiefly to eat the turnips, and
fometimes fown grafs, which is permitted to lie a year or
two for pafture, Flying flocks therefore are generally kept,
and as foon as they are fattened for the market, which is
wfually within the year, they are fold off. A confiderable
number of, lambs likewife are reared, only fo far how-
ever as to render them fit for the butcher, or to be fold fat.
But as the great obje&, in the lower diftricts, is feeding,
little attention is paid to particular kinds; every farmer
keeps thofe which he thinks are likely to pay beft for the
food which they confume. The black-faced, or T'weeddale
breed, are moft generally preferred for feeding on' turnips,
becaufe they are moft efteemed in the market; but many
of the Cheviot breed are likewife kept, and even fome of
the improved Leicelters.
1t may be noticed that it is, however, only in the Lam-
mer-muir diftri& that fheep hufbandry can be faid to be
regularly pratifed, the management of which is this, ac-

sording to Mr. Hay of Hopes. All ftore-farmers of any
3

extent keep two flocks, wiz.. one of ewes, ‘and another of
yield fheep ; and this flock they fometimes divide, and have
a flock of what is called hogs, that is, lambs of one year
old. The common praétice is to fold the ewes upon a
break of arable land, during the fummer: they cut the
lambs about the 26th of May, and they wean them in the
firft week of July, and then they fhear the whole flock.
The lambs, after weaning, are fent to a healthy pafture,
called the Zirn, which has been kept for them, where they
remain till the end of Auguft ; when they are moved down
to the beft low pafture, called the bog-fence, which has been
faved from the weaning; and here they remain during the
winter. The ewes are milked for about eight weeks after
the weaning, and fometimes longer, and then are put out
with the lambs into the hog-fence, for the winter. All the
fheep are {meared, that is falved, immediately after the
harveft, at the rate of two pounds, tron weight, of butter,
to a Scotch pint of tar, which falves from fix to eight fheep,
at the expence of about five-pence each.  The wool fells at
from five fhillings to eight fhillings per flone,” tron weight ;-
and ufually takes from fix to eight fleeces to a ftone : fo,
deduéting the expence of falving, the net proportion upon
the wool may amount to from eight-pence to ten-pence per
head, fometimes a little more or lefs, varying according to
the price of wool. Upon dry heathy grounds, the ewes
are drafted, and fold to graziers, in the month of March;
but upon wet grounds, which are dangerous, and fubjet
to the diftemper called the rot, they ‘are drafted and {fold
in Oétober. - Few ftore-mafters (tenants) in Lammer-muir
breed as many fheep as keep up their ftock ; fo they have
to buy yearly a parcel of hegs, which are moftly wed-
ders. ~ Linton, in Tweeddale, is the great market for
thefe wedder hogs. Thefe wedders they keep for two
years, and fell them to the feeders. Some of the moft judi-
cicus ftore.mafters have totally given up the pratice of
milking the ewes, after weaning; and others milk for a
fhorter {pace than formerly ; and they now allow the lambs
to fuck longer, which confiderably increafes their bone, and
is thought not fo_pernicious to the ewes as the milking.
This praétice, however, ftill prevails in Wales ; the cheele
made fromewe-milk being highly efteemed, fuch milk being
faid to.be four times as rich as that of cows. The fheep
are ftated to give a quart of milk per day each, and being’
milked three months, the return is ftated at ten fhillings
per ewes -

It is dlfo further ftated by the writer of the above Re-

port, that the method of managing the arable land in that
diftri& has been changed much for the better, within thefe
few years. When in grafs, it is folded; and when taken
up, it gives three crops; and is then fallowed, and fown out,
the firft crop with grafs-feeds; and they generally follow
the fame pratice with the new grounds taken in by fallow
and lime, which has now become a general pratice through
Lammer-muir ; and lime, when applied to dry ground, is
certain of making a lafting improvement upon the grafs,
which is, and always ought to be, the great objet upon
ftore-farms. However, fince this account was given, much
improvement has been made in this fort of hufbandry, which
is now carried on in'a very fyftematic manner, it is {aid.
" It is worthy of notice, that the praétice of fmearing or
falving is now, even in thefe fituations, much on the de-
cline ; and in the more fouthern parts of the ifland, not at
all employed. See SALVING of Shecp.

In the theep diftriéts, in the more elevated and expofed
northern parts of the ifland, a ftill inferior praétice is had
recourfe to; the fheep being moftly left to provide-for

themfelves, even in the moft fevere and inclement feafons,
whea
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when the bleak traéts on which they live are deeply covered
with fnow, According to the writer 'of the Perthfhire
Agricultural Report, in thefe cafes the fheep have their
chief dependence for fubfiftence on their own habits, which
lead them to remove the {now by their feet with great faci-
lity, till they reach the heath or withered herbage. But
when the fnow is falling, or blown by a ftorm, the fhep-
herds drive their flocks, without irtérmiffion, round the top
of a hill in a circle, in order to keep them from lowering,
and being drifted up or {mothered. It has been the prac-
tice, in fome diftrifls, to ere@& a fort of circular folds on
the tops of low hills, for the fame purpofe; and when the
heath is all covered, they fometimes rake or harrow the
fnow, in order to bring up the heath, with a fort of long-
toothed rake or fmall harrow. With fome fheep-farmers it
is the mode to have recourfe to feeding with hay, or un-
threthed oats, which is depofited in handfuls upon the fnow.
Mr. Marfhall has fuggefted, that cultivating plots of furze,
broom, juniper, &c. by fod-burning, and rippliig the fur-
face, or by other more eligible means, could not fail of
proving beneficial upon the wintering grounds of a fheep-
farm. . By means of thefe, as a refource in the deepeft
fnow, when the herbage of the braer was buried too deep
and too evenly to be uncovered by the {craping of the fheep,
by keeping the moft expofed part.of the draes in full
herbage for lefs general coverings of fnow, and by referve
of rape for the feafon of lambing, even ewe-flocks might
be fupported through the winter with fome degree of cer-
tainty, without dry fodder, and without being left to the
uncertainty of the feafons, and the mercy of the winds and
weather, as they are at prefent.

The praétice of Airfelling, where no more lambs are kept
than what is neceflary for drawing the ftock, is now much
obje&ted to by fome, though it may be beneficial in rearing
wether hogs ; as they are found not only to do much better,
when at large with the ewes, but thereis much lefs deftruc-
tion of grafs by trampling, and the paftures are fed down
more properly, and with lefs injury to, and lofs of, the fheep.
Befides, the fheep thrive better, and are kept in far better
condition, while much lefs. herding is required, by which
there is a confiderable faving of expence. -

There are feveral different modes of rearing the lamb
hogs in thefe fituations; as by laying them, when lambs,
upon a certain part of the ground, and keeping them fepa-
rate from the old fheep, through the whole winter and
fpring, until they are clipped; and then blending them
again with the old theep, putting more lambs upon the fame
ground, &c.; by allowing the hog lambs, when gimmers,
to remain upon the fame land on which they were bred, and
‘breeding the hogs on a different part of it, and continuing
them on. that al{o until they are gimmers or dinmonts, and
then introducing them among the old fheep, the lambs
being every year laid on the land where fuch gimmers or
dinmonts had been the previous year ; by keeping the hogs
and dinmonts or gimmers together, and putting the gim-
mers or dinmonts only among the old fheep, and the lambs
among the hogs, in-the fame place, &c.; and by breeding
the hogs among the old fheep. The three laft of thefe
modes of management are fuppofed the moft ufeful, but
the laft the moit powerful in preventing difeafe ; though
the firft and fecond probably afford the moft equal ftock of
this defeription, in fuch expofed fituations. - -

Profits of Sheep- Management.—1t is evident that there is
a variety of circumftances in the praétice of fheep hufbandry,
that muft affe any ftatement that can be made, in refpe@
to the profit that may be derived from it : the nature of the
fyftem of management purfued, and that of the breed of

fheep employed, muft operate fo much in this way, as to
leave the profits of no two fheep-farmers fcarcely the fame.
But our hmits will not allow us to introduce any particular
ftatements on the fubje&. :

In all forts of fheep-grazing management, it fhould be
the conftant aim of this kind of farmer to have his pafture
or other land fo ftocked and provided, as to derive the
greateft poffible profit from it ; as where this is not the cafe,
he not only injures himfelf, but the whole community.
‘Where fyftems and praQices of this mature are followed,
which are not fufficiently profitable, they fhould be given
up, and changed for fuch as are more fully beneficial. The
fame plan cannot, however, be always equally produtive
of advantage, as the flu&uation in the value of ftock in dif-
ferent places, and from the eafe or difficulty of providing
it, at different times, as well as the nature of the feafon,
muft be the caufes of much diverfity in it, which are in-
variably to be well attended to by the fheep-grazier, and
turned as much as poffible to his own account. See
GRAZING, and StockiING Land.

The pratices and profits of different fheep-grazing
farmers are often very different in the fame fituations, as
fcarcely any two farms of this kind are conduéted exadly
in the fame manner for the whole of the fame year, or pro-
bably the fame farms for two fucceeding years together ; as
farmers of this fort muft be direfted and regulated in their
management by times, circumftances, and feafons, fo as to
have their lands ftocked according to the growth, or the
probability of the growth, of gralgs on them ; taking care
to have them always provided during the carly fummer
months. Peculiar local circumitances, and the difference in
the condu& and management of individuals, as well as ca-
pital, may alfo have great influence on the profit. On thefe
grounds, the ordinary profit may amount, in-favourable
cafes, to one pound the acre, and from that to two er three,
as they are lefs or more favourable. . The difference of prac-
tice which is had recourfe to, as it relates to the forts of
fheep-ftock, may likewife further increafe it.

The -employing fheep-ftock wholly is probably the moft
profitable plan of all others, where fueh ftock can be readily
and reafonably procured, at all times, in the lean ftate ; but
which is not always the cafe. And where the grazing
farmer, as in the Romney-Marfh pradtice, can either fend
them readily to the uplands for the winter, or feed them on
turnips, and have their lambs well kept, and fend out a
fufficient number, as well of them as of the tegs or two-
years old theep, or render thefe laft fat, as is fometimes the
cafe, a greater profit, it is faid, will be produced than in
other ways. ‘'The value of the wool is likewife to be taken
into confideration in this fort of ftock, as it tends to
profit. ) .

The profits of the breeding fyftem, in the above marfh,
with fheep, depends much upon the qualities-and properties of
the lands for the purpofe, as fome will carry and keep a far
greater number of them than others; as two to the acre,
two and a half, and three on the fame extent of ground.
Tt is unqueftionable, that by lightly focking fuch lands in the
winter. feafon, the growth of the {ummer grafs would be
greatly benefited ; but 100 acres of fuch breeding pafture
land, which keep only 200 fheep, producing 220 lambs,
will not pay fo well, it is thought, as if 300 ewes were
kept, producing 340 lambs. Two returns, therefore, are
not ‘capable of being made in the breeding fyftem, as
many ewes are, of courfe, under the neceffity of being kept
in the winter time as fuch lands will fupport. * It is, how-
ever, fuggefted, that by the ufe of hay and artificial fond,
much increafe of profit might not only be produced, but

fuch
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fuch paftures be improved ; which fhould be the conftant
aim of the fheep-grazing farmer, whenever the expences will
allow of it. Further, the expences of labour and keeping
fuch pafture-lands in proper order, lofles of ftock, &c. muit
take greatly away from the profits of this kind of farming.
It is, on the whole, thought, that though the profits of the
breeding {yftem may flu¢tuate confiderably, it will not be fo
great as in fome other modes of fheep-grazing. The breed-
ing fheep-farmer may, it is faid, ¢ have a large or a {mall
crop of lambs; he may lofe a great  many, or only a few
ewes. 'There may be an increafe or decreafe in the value of
the lambs, old fheep, or wool; there may be a- prolific or
fcanty crop, an increafe or decreafe of rent ; which circum-
ftances cannot fail to alter the profits of a breeding grazier.””
But that lately, for many years, the great demand for lean
theep and wool has contributed greatly to the profits of
farmers of this kind. The profits and advantages of the
fattening {yftem of fheep management, which is more vary-
ing, will be afterwards particularly confidered, and in fome
meafure compared with the breeding prattice.

The original differences in the value of lean fheep, for the

purpofes of the breeding fheep-farmer, and as they may:

happen to be in a better or more reduced condition, muit
have a further effeé on the profit of this {fyftem of manage-
ment, as often amounting to not lefs than from three or four
to eight or nine thillings the head. ,

Fattening- Management of Sheep.—In the bufinefs of fat-
tening ftore fheep, there are many circumftances that fhould
be carefully attended to, as well as that of managing the
breeding and other flocks. The kind of fheep that are moit
advantageous under the different forts of keep, fituations
and kinds of land, muft be well confidered : the differences
in the forts of food, in regard to the improvement of the
fheep ; and the molt beneficial methods of employing it in dif-
ferent cafes ; and lattly, the markets. And as the fheep under
this treatment fhould never be fuffered to have any fort of want
of frefh food, they fhould never be kept too long upon any
inclofure or grafs-piece, or any other fort of keep, fo as to
be compelle(% to feed upon- the fullied or trampled food, as
it always greatly retards the fattening of the animals, or what
is termed proof, which is-conftantly the moit promoted by
the allowance of only the prime frefh food.. =~ - =~

There are many different forts of food made ufe of in this
bufinefs, fuch as the different forts of turnips, which are very
extenfively applied in this fyftem, and fome ufe them alone ;
but it is probably a bettgr pratice to give fome fort of dry
food with them, efpecially where the common turnip is em-
ployed, as it is more watery and lefs nutrient than that of
the Swedifh kind. Cut hay, chaff, bran, corn, oil-cake,
all anfwer well in this intention ; and of the firft two or three
forts they fhould have a pretty full fupply ; but.the latter,
from their expence, fthould be more {paringly given ; feveral
pounds of oats will however be required for each theep per
day, according to. the kind and fize, It is ftated in the
Norfolk Agricultural Survey, lately publifhed, that captain
Beacher having 7co fatting fheep; and turnips running
fhort, put 200 of them to oats (not ground}; he found
that the pralice would not an{wer if oats were more than
Gs. per coomb, and then not for longer than fix weeks : they
were fed on a palture, and the improvement of it very great.
He thinks grey peafe or beans would- have anfwered much
better.

With oil-cake, fome give half a cake a day to each theep,
but the quantity muft-depend in {ome meafure upon the other
keep which thev have. All food of this fort fhould be
given in moveable troughs, divided in the middle, fo that
the theep may feed on each fide, with a floping roof over
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them, fo as to cover the fheep’s heads and necks while feeding,
as wet is not only prejudicial to the fheep, but fpoils the
cake. A rack for hay, fixed over the trough, might pro-
bably be made to anfwer in this intention, while it would
be very convenient for helding that material, and prevent-
ing walte. 'The whole thould be fixed on wheels, and be
made to ftand fteady, and a fufficient number for the quan-
tity of fheep be always in readinefs.

Steamed or baked potatoes, cheap convenient contrivances
for the preparation of which have been lately invented, have
been fuppofed by fome to be preferable to turnips as a food
in this intention. And they have been employed raw in the
proportion of eight or ten pounds per fheep in the courfe of
the day or night ; but they are certainly a much better food
in their prepared ftate.  The quantity of common turnips
confumed by each fheep in the fame length of time, is
ufually about eighteen or twenty pounds. Where this laft
fort of crop is good, an acre is fuppofed to fupport about
five {core fheep in the field, fix or feven weeks in'the winter
feafon : an acre of good grafs fupporting at the rate of one
hundred couples from five days to 2 week.

In the fattening of wedders, the ufe of barley meal, with
grafs or fome other fort of green food, has likewife been found
highly beneficial, and when'it can be procured at a reafonable
rate, thould not be negleéted, as it is quick in rendering them
fat, and the mutton is excellent.

Different other articles are occafionally made ufe of as the
fattening food of fheep, fuch as peas and beans, or pea and bean
meal in the winter feafon, and fome fubftances of other kinds.
It is not known that any fort of pure faccharine matter has
ever yet been tried in this intention in fheep, but it is pro-
bable that it could not fail having the effe¢t in a very expe-
ditious manner, if the expence of it would allow of its ap-
plication in fuch a way ; and it might be conveniently given,
m {mall quantities at a time, in mixture with chaff, cut hay,
bran, or any other fimilar fort of material, in covered
troughs or bins for the purpofe, fuitable other forts of food
being had recourfe to at the fame time. .

On the moft ufual fort of food for this ufe, that of tur-
nips, fheep are very apt to go backward, unlefs fattened out
before the winter feafon fets in. -Indeed the lofs from keep-
ing fat fheep thraugh the winter is often {o confiderable, that
it is advifeable to have them ready to feli at the clofe of fum-
mer, .to prevent the winter keep from being thrown away.
The mott beneficial application of this fort of food in fat-
tening fheep, has, however, probably not yet been fully
thewn, as fome kinds of fheep are {aid to pay well in winter
fattening. ‘

In fattening fheep in yards with potatoes, fome take
them in towards the latter end of the year, and keep them
until they are ready for fale about the beginning of March,
They have the potatoes fliced, and put into covered fheep-
troughs, a gallon being fufficient for a fheep in the day.
They moltly prove well on this fort of food, fo that if a
fair trial be made, the potatoe {yftem will probably be found
the moft expeditious of any in fattening thefe animals.
When compared with different forts.of gram, oil-cake, &c.
by means of accurate trials with fheep in every way the
fame, it has been proved to be the moft ready in effeting the
bufinefs. A little hay is moftly given with the potatoes,
morning and evening. A vaft mafs of excellent manure is
likewife raifed by this practice, where due care is beftowed
in the preparation of the yard. Many other fubftances tried
in the fame way, may poffibly be equally beneficial in this
intention, though they have not yet been made ule of by
fheep-farmers. o

In regard to the profits of the fattening pradice of theep

3 L management
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management on the more rich lands of the marfh kind, they
muft vary much according to the nature of the methods
whigh are purfued by different fheep-grazing and fattening
farmers, as fome will make their land carry nearly one-third
more ftock than others, though the quality of it may be
the fame, while {uch ftock will do equally well, if not bet-
ter. Such commonly make the largeft profits as have con-
fantly the beft {fupply of additional fheep-ftock to fucceed
fuch as are taken away, and who regard the number more
than the quality of them. The fattening praétice may like-
wife be carried further than is proper and beneficial, by which
the profits of the individuals will be leflened, and 2 lofs fuf-
tained by the nation at large. The nature of the breeds of
this fort of ftock will have {fome influence, as they make a
more or lefs' quick return, and as they may come to a more
cheap or dear market, The beft way in general, is to fell
the fat ftock of this fort when ready, without waiting, but
which is not always the cafe. "Where more returns than one
are made in the year, there is commonly the moft profit made
to the fheep-farmer ; and the praétical management which is
had recourfe to in fuch cafes, will have a great effe& on the
profits, as different rich fheep-fattening diftricts have many
different pratices, which are more or lefs profitable, as that
of ftocking the land with fheep, at the rate of three to the
acre, from the beginning of one autumn to that of another,
and having recourfe to mixed ftock of other forts during
the fummer for producing the profits: that of ftocking
with barren ewes which have had lambs, at the fame time,
but only at the rate of two to the acre, fo that the keep

may render them in a great meafure fat by the beginning of

the new year, and they may be fold off in March or the fol-
lowing month, in their wool, fo as that the advance in their
price may more than compenfate for having it, by keeping
them on until May. And after thefe are gone, by again
ftocking the fame land with fheep brought in from the mar-
kets, fairs, hills, or neighbouring high grounds, or the two-
years old wethers that have béen kept out, or, which is per-
haps the beft ftock in thefe cafes, with fuch tegs as have been
- well kept through the winter, and which are equal in weight
with ftarved or ftunted two-yearlings. This is a moft pre-
fitable fheep-fattening fyftém, where it can be carried into
pradtice, that of putting, what are denominated made bar-
rens, or fuch ewes as have mifled going to lamb, upon the
fattening land ; but as thefe will not form the neceflary
fupply of ftock, other theep or mixed ftock muft be
provided to produce fufficient profit. It is never a good
practice to turn poor lean fheep direily upon the rich fat-
tening lands, but to keep them {ome time on the inferior
paftures, as they are in danger of becoming difeafed by the
former method. . But half-fat fheep may be put immediately
upon them without danger, and be fed out, often in the
courfe of two months or lefs, by which the fheep-grazing
farmer is enabled to have another return, which may con-
tribute greatly to his profits.

1n the fheep-fattening fyftem, it is often of advantage to
have a portion of land, of a fuperior rich quality, for the
purpofe of finithing them out upon ; as by fuch means not
only more fheep can be fed out and returned, thanif the re-
gular quantity of ftock was kept upon the different fields,
but the lefs rich paftures be ftocked in a more clofe manner,
and as the more quick feéding fheep advance, be taken into
the rich finifhing portion.

There are feveral other circumftances which have much ef-
fe& in this {yftem of fheep management ; but the profits
will materially depend on the proportion, the richnefs, and
the quality of the farmer’s fattening to his other lands, on
the judgment which he poflefles in the buying in lean ftock,

the nature of the feafon, the ftate of the markets, the
loffes {uftained, the expences of the management, &c. as
already {een.

Though the fize of fheep is by no means a point of much
confequence in the breeding praétice, it thould not on any
account be overlooked in that of fattening.

The average: profit. of middling-fized fat rich pafture
fheep may be ftated to be from about one pound to one
pound four or five, or even ten fhillings, or even more in
fome calfes. _

Folding- Management of Sheep.—In the management of
theep there is a pra&tice made ufe of in fome diftriéts, which
remains to be noticed ; and whichis that of folding. It was
formerly thought to be indifpenfably neceffary to the fuccefs
of the farmer in different diftri&ts ; but of late a different
opinion has prevailed, except in particular cafes, and it is
confidered as merely enriching one field at the expence of
another. 'The pra&tice may, however, be beneficial where
there are downs, heaths, or commons. The ideas of farmers
are not, however, uniform on this fubje&, as will be
fhewn by the following details from the Norfolk or Hert-
fordthire Reports on the agriculture of thefe diftriéts. 'In
the former it is remarked, that near Brandon there is a prac-
tice, -introduced about ten years ago, faid to be from Kent,
whichis, to fold their flocks for five or fix hours in the mid-
dle of the day in hot weather. And that, in laying out
the inclofures of the farm at Waterden, from fifteen to fifty
acres each, much attention was paid in the arrangement to
have every field of the farm to open into a lane, that leads
through the whole, fo that by dividing the flock for ftock-
ing, according to varying circumftances, Mr. Hill can keep
at leaft one-fourth more than when all the breeding ewes and
lambs were in one flock, and the food dirtied by driving to
fold : by this means there is not a bent on the farm, the
ftocking being equal. He is not, however, entirely with-
out a fold : when the lambs are weaned (ufually about old
Midfummer-)- the ewes are folded for about.two months,
principally ‘to prevent their breaking -pafture, when ‘the
lambs are taken from them: and while thus folded, he finds
that it takes one-half more land to feed them than if they
were left allotted, as-through the reft of the year. That
folding leflens the value of the lambs he has not a doubt, and
that confiderably ; they do not bring {o high a price as
others not folded. This is not opinion, but fa&. The
ewes are alfo in doubly better condition, from lying ftill and
quiet. That the reath will, in cergain cafes, be unequally
given, he does not deny ; but it is not difficult to remedy
this by the dung-cart ; to fold alot in its own lay, is alfo a
remedy, and is the only fort of folding he can approve. In
regard to the effe on wool, he is clearly of opinion that
folding does not render it finer, it makes the fleece lighter,
but never finer. And folding is generally given up by all
who have South Downs ; not becaufe they will not bear it,
for they bear it better than any fheep in the ifland ; but be-
caufe the {tock is fo valuable that it is worth the farmer’s
attention to contrive, by every means, to keep as many
as poffible. And it is added, that one circumftance, though
a {mall one, deferves mentioning, for the ufe of thofe who
form feparating fheep-pens: which is, that Mr. Hill has
{liding-gates from one to the other ; the writer remarked
that when a pen is full of fheep, the gates cannot be opened
with convenience ; but by their {liding in the fence, this is
avoided in a very eafy manner.

Further, Mr. England, of Binham, does not fold. When
not folded, he thinks, theep do with lefs food ; and as to the
common objeétion, of their drawing under hedges for fhelter,
in ftorms, &c. fo much the better; it is what they ought

9 not
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not to be prevented from doing. The zathe i3 much more
than loft in mutton. And Mr. Reeve, of Wighton, never
folds : folding from layers, upon fallow, is only robbing one
field to enrich another. He is clear in this point ; and alfo
in the fa&, that if theep (whatever the breed) are driven by
foul weather to a hedge, there is the proper place for them,
and not by penning left to abide the beating of the ftorm.
Mr. H. Blythe, of Burnham, fometimes folds, but never from
choice, but folely by reafon of the opennefs of his farm ;
nor does he approve the pradtice. And he explained a point
in his manuring for wheat, which, the writer {ays, comes
home to the queftion: he never {fows tempered land with
wheat, without either oil-cake, or muck, except on pieces
from which the fheep were not folded while feeding the
layers. And Mr. Durfgate remarks, that folded fheep
certanly demand more food than thofe which are not folded ;
a quarter of a ton of rape-cake is equal to the fold ; and the
flock, without any doubt, fuffers more than that value by
folding. In fhort, folding is te gain one fhilling in manure,
by the lofs of two in flefh. Some, however, fold with large
flocks. But Mr. Beck, of Rifing, does not fold; and he
is very certain that if he did fold, he could not keep any
thing like the number of his prefent flock. Tt is added,
that as the writer rode acrofs a layer of forty or fifty acres;
on Mr. Overman’s farm, he obferved a great difference in
the verdure, to a line acrofs it, the appearance of one fide of
that line being fo much fuperior to the other; and on his
remarking it, he was informed, that it was an accidental ex-
- periment, which was well worth attention: there was no
other difference in the management, to make one part of that
layer better than another, except the fheep that fed it being
from one part of it folded on another arable field during the
fummer ; but from the other part they were not folded at
all, but left in the layer night and day. The difference was
very confiderable, and might have been difcerned half a mile
off. 'This experiment made that farmer give up folding,
except when his flock was in a falt-marfh ; and Mr. Tuttle,
a neighbour, afferted, he would mever fold at all had he no
marfhes. Nor does Mr. Etheridge, of Stanhow, fold.
Thefe faés fhould, the writer fays, be combined with an-
other, that of heaths and fheep-walks that have been fed
with fheep for centuries ; but thofe fheep conftantly folded on
other lands, are fo far from improving them, that they are to
all appearance as poor as they could have been at any former
period. It is further ftated, that Mr. Styleman, at Snet-
tifham, turned his flock loofe, and without folding, in twenty
acres of ollond every night, for the fame period that would
have folded it in the common manner. The fheep did much
better than they would have done had they been folded ; the
face of the herbage materially improved during the period,
and upon ploughing it up for wheat the crop was equal to
what it would have been with folding, and fhewed by a
regular verdure, that they had diftributed the manure equally
inevery part. e conceives that Jambs fell 3s. a-head lower
on account of folding, than they would do without it ; but
this is only his opinion. He thinks alfo that the ewe is much
injured. i .

But Mr. Pitts, of Thorpe Abbots, finds that no mucking,
on his burning gravels, will do fo much good as the fold,
and efpecially on a white clover and trefoil layer for bar-
ley,. Andin the clay diltriét of the county of Hertford,
Mr. Byde remarks that fheep have been too much leffened.
Of all the common manures, he confiders the fold as the
beft ; and he has oblerved in many farms the general appear-
ance of the crops décline, as the number of the fheep kept
has leflened. That at the Hadhams, every man folds the
fheep which he keeps; a little farmer will even fet four

hurdles, if he has not fheep for more. But that good as the
manure of the fold is, Mr. Chapman has found by trial in
the fame field, for turnips, that yard-dung was much better
than both fold and malt-duft together. However, Mr. Ro-
berts, of King’s Walden, thinks nothing is equal to the
fold; he never reckoned it worth lefs than gos. {pcr acre,
corn being cheap ; but of late much more; he folds two
poles of ground with twenty fheep. And Mr. Sedgwick,
of Rickmanfworth, is clearly in favour of folding on all farms.
See FoLpING of Shecp.

It has been obferved by Mr. Ellman, in the Annals of
Agriculture, that juft twenty South Down theep (if a large
fort, a lefs number will do) will fold one rood per night : three
thoufand two hundred will fold one Englifh acre per night.
‘We value the manure at from 35s. to 50s. peracre, the goodnefs
of which depends much on the manner in which the theep are
kept ; if kept on artificial food, fuch as tares, rape, clover,
turnips, &c. they will drop more foil than if fed on grafs only.
Suppofe we eftimate the folding at gos. per acre, it will
amount per year to 4s. 63d. per theep ; 22L 16s. 3d. per
hundred ; or 223/, 2s5. 6d. per thoufand, fuppofing the theep
folded throughout the year. Ifit be a breeding flock, it
might be well to omit folding for five or fix weeks imme-
diately after lambing, as the young lambs might fuffer from
being trampled upon, and from driving to and from fold,
would often lofe their dams, and fuffer in that way more
than if they remained quiet. There is, however, another
method of folding, by which all the advantages' may be
attained during winter on all {oils, witheut the inconveni-
ences of the former plan. This is ftated to be by confining
them at night in a fheep-yard, well and regularly httered
with ftraw, ftubble, or fern ; by which means you keep your
flock warm and healthy in bad feafons, and, at the fame time,
obtain a furprifing quantity of dung, fo great a quantity, if
you have plenty of litter, that the profit will be better than
folding on the land. A great improvement in this method
would be giving the fheep all their food (except their paf.

-ture) in fuch yard, wiz. hay and turnips, for which purpofe

they may be brought up, not -only at night hut alfo at noon,
to be baited ; but if their pafture be at a diftance, they fhould
then, inftead of baiting at noon, come to the yard earlier.in
the evening, and go out later in the morning. This is a
pratice which cannot be too much recommended ; for fo
warm a lodging is a great matter to young lambs, and will
tend much to forward their growth ; the fheep will alfo be
kept in good health, and, what is a point of confequence to
all farms, the quantity of dung raifed will be very great.
If this method is purfued through the months of December,
January, February, March, and April, with plenty of litter,
a hundred fheep will make a dunghill of, at Ieaft, fixty loads
of excellent ftuff, which will amply manure two acres of land,
whereas one hundred fheep folded ({uppofing the grafs dry

enough) will not in that time equally manure one acre.
And in Norfolk, Mr. Bevan finds a yard well fenced in
for ftanding fold for littering and for folding in bad wea-
ther convenient ; and is fully convinced of the great ad-
vantage of it. He intends in future to have his flock in it
for yeaning, whether the feafon be good or bad. Andin
Hertfordfhire, the earl of Clarendon has a fold which cen-
tains good room for three hundred fheep, the number kept
in it r an open fhed furrounds it, except on one fide, where
a barn is the fence; the outfide of the fhed is formed of
wattled hurdle-work, without ftraw or other materials, for
coolnefs, left a greater clofenels fhould make the yard too
hot : it isall kept well littered with ftubble, and yields, from
three hundred fheep, eighty large cart-loads of manure.
This fyftem agrees perfectly well with the fheep, and keeps
3L 2 them
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them more healthy than when they were left in the fields in
the common manner. His lordfhip has another yard for
lambing, which has alfo a fhed. Thefe forts of yards, from
their beneficial tendency in different views, fhould be more
generally made ufe of by fheep-farmers in all fituations, See
SHEEP-FHoufe.

This praétice is had recourle to on arable Jand for raifing
different {orts of crops of the corn and green kind, as well
as on grafs-lands. It is fuppofed by fome, that a flock of
about five hundred fheep will be fufficient to pen twenty-
eight fquare perches of land each night, which will amount
to about fifty acres in the year, where the practice is dif-
continued two months in the courfe of that time. The value
of this is different in different diftriés, as from above thirty
to more than forty fhillings the acre, which for five hundred
fheep, would be from 87/. to 1ocl for fifty acres, which,
taking the average at g4/. for that amount of ftock, the an-
nual advantage of the fold may be fet at 3s. 9d. a-head, or
rather more ; taking it at 100/, it weuld be 4s5. 22d., or rather
more. This fhews the great utility of it in fome places.
All {orts of theep, except the fattening ones, and thofe dif-
poled to that ftate, are moftly folded. It forms a fort of
moving dunghill, which enriches the land at but little ex-
pence, and which may probably be rendered further ufeful
by a greater divifion of the flocks. It is alfo beneficial in
preventing the wafte of food on grafs-lands, as well as in
confuming particular forts of crops. See Sueee-Fold.

Hurdling- Management of Sheep.—It may be noticed, that
the great utility of hurdling off different kinds of green
crops, in confuming them by fheep, has been long known
and pra&ifed; and equal advantage may be derived in
many cafes, by having recourfe to the fame method on rich
grafs-lands in large inclofures, fo as to let the animals have
a frefth fpace or bite every day. The fheep are found to
thrive better, and the fame extent of land to {upport con-
fiderably more in number, while the land is at the fame
time much improved. And it is not improbable, but that
other forts of ftock may be managed in the fame way with
fimilar advantage. In thefe cafes the hurdles muft be fet
according to the nature of the grafs; where.it is bare and
thin, larger pieces fhould be folded, than in the contrary
circumftance. See HurbpLEs.

Wafbing-Management of Sheep.—From the fleeces of theep
becoming much loaded and filled with duft and dirt of various
kinds, in the hot {ummer {eafon, by way of preparation for
fhearing, it is neceffary to have recourfe to the operation of
wafbing. It was formerly the method of performing this
bufinefs to have the wathers ftanding up to the breaft i the
water ; but from the inconvenience and danger of it, the
men requiring a large fupply of fpirituous liquors, and bein
liable to be attacked with colds, rheumatifms, and other di(g-
eafes, as well as being apt to difpatch the work with too
much expedition, {o as to leave the wool infufficiently clean ;
it has been propofed by Mr. Young, in his Calendar, to rail
off a portion of the water (in a ftream or pend) for the fheep
to walk into by a flope mouth at one end, with a depth
{ufficient at one part for them to fwim; and to pave the
whole : the breadth need not be more than fix or feven feet ;
at one fpot to let in on each fide of this paflage, where the
depth is juft fufficient for the water to flow over the fheep’s
back, a cafk either fixed or leaded, for a man to ftand in dry ;
the fheep being in the water between them, they are wathed in
perfeétion, and puthing them on, they fwim through the deep
part, and walk out at the other mouth, where a clean pen,
or a very clean dry pafture, is to receive them ; of courfe
there is a bridge rail-way to the tubs, and a pen at the firft
mouth of the water, whence the fheep are turned into it,

where they may be foaking a few minutes before being driven
to the wafhers, But other more cheap contrivances may be
provided where there is clean water at hand for the pur-
pofes. And fheep fhould on no acceunt be driven on dry
or dufty roads after this operation.

But in all cafes before this work commences, the lambs
fhould be feparated from the ewes and other fheep, and each
be put in feparate pens. With thefe it is feldom neceffary
to do much more than juft {will them through the water,
without their being touched by the wathers. As {oon as
they have been wafhed, the theep fhould have a clean hard
pafture for a few days, until they are perfeétly dry, and in a
proper condition to be fhorn. The lambs are generally
fhorn, efpecially in the northern diftriéts, a few weeks after
the old fheep, and the operation is termed jberling. The
lambs that are fold in Smithfield market are, we believe,
feldom or ever thorn. See SuEesP-Shearing, and SHER-
LING of Lambs. :

The pradtice of wathing the fheep before they are fhorn is
a cuftom that prevails ovér moft part of the kingdom, efpe-
cially with the long-woolled breeds, and pretty generally
with thofe of the fhort-woolled kinds alfo, but which is
performed with more difficulty in them from the clofe-
matted nature of the fleece. It is faid, however, to have
been the cuftom in Devonthire, for a great length of time,
never to wath the thort-woolled fheep, but to fhear them dry,
as is conftantly the cafe in Spain.

The pratice of wathing the fheep before fhearing now,
however, begins to prevail in fome parts of it, according to the
writer of the Agricultural Report of the county. This has
at length been enforced, it is fuppofed, by the difference in
the price which the wool-buyers make between wool in the
yolk and wathed wool, which is no lefs than 50 per cent. even
in the Dorfet fort of wool ; and though it is not fo much, it
is greatly more than proportionate in the coarfer fleeces, be-
fides the over-weight of § per ceni.  The wool of the Dorfet
fat wether fheep, which is about five pounds each when wafhed
in the yolk, rarely fells for more than 15. the pound, but when
wafhed, it as commonly commands 1s. ‘6d. The weight
of a fleece in the yolk, is to the fame fleece when wathed, it is
faid, as fix and three quarters to five, and the confequent
value is as 6. gd. to 7s. od. the fleece. This has, at length,
been made evident to the fheep-farmers of this diftri&, who
now willingly agree, that it is advantageous to wath fhort-
woolled fheep before fhearing, but to fell the long and coarfe
ftapled fleeces in the yolk.

Good clean wathing is a matter of great confequence to
the wool ; and it is of much advantage to it as well as the
fheep to have the weather fair and fine at the time it is
performed, as they are much leis liable to have colds.

Shearing-Time—In refpe@ to the proper period of
clipping or fhearing fheep, it muit be dire@ted by the {tate
of the weather, and the climate in the particular diftri& ;
and by this means the danger of injury by cold, from de-
priving the fheep of their coats at too early a feafon, and
from heat, by permitting them to continue on them too
long, may be avoided in the beft manner. But another
circumftance, that fhould likewife be attended to in this
bufinefs, is that of the wool being fully grown, or at the itate
of maturity ; as where the clipping precedes that period, it
is faid, in the Annals of Agriculture, to be weak, and
fcarcely capable of being fpun; and if protracted later, it
is yellow, felted, and of an imperfe& nature. It has been
ftated, that for the more warm fheltered fituations in the
fouthern parts of the kingdom, the beginning or middle of
June, when the weather is fine, may be in general the moft
proper ; but in the more expofed diftrits, in the northern
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parts of the ifland, the middle or latter end of the fame
month may be more fuitable, provided the feafon be fa-
vourable. = But with the fattening fheep in the inclofures,
it will moftly be neceffary to perform the work at an earlier
period, in every fituation; as the great increafe of heat,
from the fetting in of the {fummer weather, added to the
warmth of the fleece, becomes very oppreflive and injurious
to them, in their feeding and other properties.

It is.an excellent praétice with many good fheep-farmers,
to clip off all the coarfe foiled wool about the thighs and
docks, fome weeks before the ufual time of wafhing and
clipping the fheep; as by this means the fheep are kept
clean and cool, when the feafon is hot, and with ewes the
udders are prevented from becoming fore. This pra&ice is
common with fome South Down fheep-mafters, as well as
in Yorkfhire, In the former fituation, Mr. Ellman fells
his, as locks, at 3id. per pound, having about four ounces
from each fheep.

‘By fome it has been propofed to fhear fheep twe or three
times in the courfe of the year, with the view of having
finer, as well as a larger quantity of wool; but it is pro-
bable that fuch a praQice can never be of any general ad-
vantage, though the trials that have been made in Northum-
berland in this way feem to fhew that advantages may be
derived in both thefe intentions ; but the difadvantages in
refpe& to the fheep do not feem to have been fufficiently
attended to. And with the fame view, the clothing of
fheep has been had recourfe to. In experiments made in

this way in Scotland, the advantage in refpe& to wool is-

ftated to have been very cenfiderable, and the expence not
more than 7d. per fheep. By having recourfe to this prac-
tice with that of the above, it has been fuggefted that
combing wool may be rendered fit for the purpofe of cloth-
in%, and at the fame time the mutton rendered more
valuable, The trials in thele ways have, however, hitherto
been but few, and do not feem to extend.

It may alfo be noticed, that in -the general management
of theep, it is ufual, after the fhearing has been performed,
to mark the fheep with reddle, ochre, or fome fimilar fub-
ftance ; and fome alfo cut the ear in different ways.
markiog with tar has been faid to be prejudicial ;* but where
a {mall quantity is only employed, little injury can be fuf-
tained. And in almoft all the fheep diftriGts of the king-
dom, except in Dorfetfhire, the tails of fheep are fhortened,
which feems to be an ufeful praice in keeping the animals
more clean behind, and of courle lefs liable to be ftricken
with the fly. It has, however, been fuggefted in the ninth
volume of Arnals of Agriculture, that by this cuftom the
fheep may be rendered lefs able to drive away the flies.
The general prevalence of the praétice would, however,
feem to prove its being of advantage.. There is much dif-
ference in the manner of performing the bufinefs in different
diftri&s, in refpe@ to the length; but four or five inches
being left, are quite fufficient. It is ufually done while the
animals are young. In all fheep-paltures the hedges thould
be well cleared from briars, as their coats are often injured
by being torn by them ; and all forts of pernicious reptiles
fhould be as much as poffible deftroyed, and removed from
fuch land. .

Further, in refpeé to the bufinefs of caftrating or gelding
the lambs, it may be performed any time from the age of a fort-
night or three weeks to that of a month or fix weeks; and
in {fome diftri&s it is deferred to a confiderably later period.
Itis, however, the [afeft method to have it executed early,
as there is lefs danger of teo much inflammation taking
place. But in all cafes, the lambs fhould be in a healthy
ftate, when it is done; as under other circumftances, they

The .

are liable to be deftroyed by it. The operation is ufually
performed by the thepherd, by opening the ferotum or cod,
and drawing out the tefticles, with the fpermatic cord.
This he often does with his teeth, in the young ftate of the
animal. But where the operation is performed at ‘a later
period, it is ufual to have recourfe to the knife ; the arteries
being taken up, and fecured by meaus of ligatures or the
fearing-iron. The bufinefs, if poflible, fhould be done in
fine weather, when not too warm ;, and the gelded lambs be
kept in a dry, fheltered, quiet fituation, for a few days,
until the inflammation is gone off. If it thould happen to
be wet at the time, it may be advifeable to have them under
fome fort of fhelter, where they can have room to move
freely about. ' '

It is now well known that the mode of afcertaining the
age of thefe animals is chiefly by their teeth ; but they are
likewife fometimes named from the number of coats or
fleeces that have been fhorn from them, as one-fhear, two-
thear, &c. The fheep of one-thear having two broad teeth
before ; that of two-fhear, four; that of three, fix; and
thbat of four, eight; which is full-mouthed. See Ace of
Sheep. :

I{nd they have alfo different names in different diftriéts.
After being weaned, the ram or wedder-lamb is {ometimes
termed hog, hoggit, teg or tqg, during the whole of the firft
year; and the female lamb, an ewe or gimmer-lamb, and
ewe-teg. 'The fecond year, the wedder has the title of
/bmr-iog, or a fawo-toothed teg or tag ; and the ewe is called
a thaive, thave, or two-toothed ewe. -In the third year, a
Jbear-hog, or Tfsur-tootbcd awedder ; and a four-toothed ewe,
or thaive. 'The fourth year, a_fix-toothed wedder, or eave.
And in {fome places, from the time of lambing till that of
falving, the males are called tup-lambs; and from that
period till the time of fhearing, fup-hogs; and ever after-
wards, tups; the females in the fame order being termed
ewe-lambs, ewe-hogs, gimmers, young ewes, old ewes. The
gelded male lambs, caffrated awedder-lambs, wedder-hogs,
dummonds, or dinmonts;, wedders. Crones alfo fignify old
ewes ; and thtre are feveral other provincial names, which
are explained in their proper places, under#heir different
heads, See SHEEP, Names of.

In the management of this fort of ftock, it muft be fuffi-
ciently evident that a great deal of the profit and advantage
muft depend upon having a careful attentive fhepherd, who
perfe@ly underftands his bufinefs, and is at all times willing
to perform it. See SHEPHERD.

Sheep are fubjeét to a variety of difeafes, which fhould
be carefully attended te by thofe who have the care of fuch
fort of ftock, as foon as ever they fhew themfelves; as a
very fhort time often renders them irremediable. The na-
ture of them, and the means of removal, are defcribed under
the proper heads to which they belong.

The above accounts, obfervations, and details, may ferve
to afford the inquirer a general knowledge of the mature of
fheep hufbandry, and of the ufual methods of management
which are required with that fort of live-ftock, as well as
the benefits and advantages which may be derived from it in
many different ways.

SHEEP, and their Varicties, chiefly in conne&ion with the
Woollen Manufadture, Hiffory of. Of all the animals that
have been domefticated by man, nome have rendered him
more eflential fervice than the fheep. A large part of the
food and clothing of the civilized world is fupplied by this
ufeful animal. - The culture, improvement, and manufac-
ture of its fleece, have conftantly accompanied and marked
the progrefs of civilization, both in ancient and modern
times.

In
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In the early ages of fociety, fheep appear to have been
principally domefticated for the fake of the fkin, or the
fleece: we fhall, therefore, firft take a fhort view of their
cultivation and improvement in different countries, as wool-
bearing animals ; whether as producing fine or coarfe wool,
or as /eng or fhort-awoolled fheep ; the produce of the two
latter differing from each other in the mode of manufaéture,
and the ufes to which it is applied, more than filk and cot-
ton, confidered as articles of manufaiure.

It is not a little remarkable, that the domefticated fheep
depends for its fubfiftence almoft entirely on the care of
man, and is never found at any great diftance from his habi-
tation. ¢ Left to itfelf, it becomes the fubje& of difeafe, and
the prey of ferocious animals ; or if thefe fhould fpare it, its
own fleece becomes the abode of infeéts, which continually
nourifh themfelves with its blood, and deftroy its conftitu-
tion. Its enemies are indeed fo numerous, and conftantly
at hand, that it has no chance of efcaping them.”

Naturalifts are not fully agreed from what animal the
different varieties of dometftic fheep originally fprung. The
Siberian argali, as defcribed by Pallas, was moft probably
the parent of all the cultivated flocks in Afia, from whence
they have fpread to other parts of the world. This animal,
the argali, which in the Siberian language means wild fheep,
is called by the Ruffians Aamenoi barann, or fheep of the
rocks, from its ordinary place of abode. According to
Pallas, it is the fame with the mufimon of Pliny, and the
ophion of the Greeks. It is found, in allits native wildnefs,
vigour, and alivity, inhabiting the vaft chain of mountains
which run through the centre of Afia to the Eaftern fea,
and the various branches of this chain, extending through
Great Tartary, China, the north of Hindooftan, and Perfia.
The argali delights to bafk in the fun on the bare rocks, but
avoids the woods and fhade; it feeds on alpine plants and
fhrubs; it prefers a temperate climate, but is found alfo
amongf the rocks of Afiatic Siberia. This animal loves a
ftate of folitude, and flees the haunts of men. According
to profeflor Pallas, nothing but the furrounding fea can ac-
count for the argali being found on an inhabited ifland, as is
fometimes thegcafe. . .

The ewe of the argali brings forth before the melting of
the fnow: the lamb refembles a young kid, except that it
has a flat protuberance in place of horns, and is covered with
dark grey hair, frizzled and woolly.

There are few animals more difficult to overtake than the
argali. When purfued, it turns and doubles like a hare,
fcrambling over the rocks with wonderful agility. Though
the adult animal is untameable, the lamb i1s eafily domefti-
cated, when taken young, and fed on milk, and afterwards
on fodder, which is proved by numerous experiments made
in the Ruffian fettlements.

The argali is about the fize of the fallow deer, but its make
is more robuft, being lefs elegant than the deer, and its
neck and legs are fhorter. Its head refembles that of a ram,
with long ftraggling hairs about the mouth, but no beard
like the goat. The horns, according to the drawing given
by Pallas, bear a fimilarity to thofe of the Merino rams;
their weight is about fixteen pounds; the tail is fhort.
The fummer covering of the argali is a fhert fleek hair, re-
fembling that of the deer; the winter coat confifts of wool,
like down, generally of a white colour, and intermixed with
longer hair. See ArGaLL .

From the facility with which the young of the argali is
dometticated, and from the chara&er of this animal, as well
as its fituation, we may with much probability infer that it
was the parent of the Afiatic flocks.  According to other
travellers, the coat of the argali is of a grey or nut-brown

colour: pfobably it may be of different colours in the dif.
ferent diftriGs it inhabits. In early ages the fleeces of do-
mettic fheep appear to have been all of a dark colour:
fuch was the flock of Laban, in Mefopotamia; and the
narrative of the manner in which the change was effefted,
may ferve to fhew that, previoufly to that time, the com-
mon colour of the fheep was black or dark-brown. The
improvement in the quality, as well as the colour of the
fleece, has always been clofely conneted with the progrefs
of the arts; for we uniformly find in countries, where thefe
have fleurifhed, a race of fheep which yield wool of a {u-
perior quality to thofe around them, In Perfia and Syria,
the influence of ancient manufaéures is ftill vifible in the
{uperiority of their fheep, as fine-woolled animals. From
Afia Minor thefe animals were tranfported into Greece,
and from thence into Italy and Sicily. They were dil-
perfed by the Romans over various parts of Europe; and
the Tarentine fheep, formerly celebrated for their fine foft
wool, were introduced into Spain, where they have flou-
rithed for fixteen centuries ; the prefent Merino race being
their immediate defcendants, but rendered more hardy by
an intermixture with the original native theep of Spain.

From the writings of Columella, and the incidental cir-
cumftances mentioned by ancient hiftorians, we may infer
that the fine flocks of Greece and Italy were of the fhort-
woolled kind, producing clothing wool, which was manu-
faured into woollen cloth, fimilar to what is at prefent
worn 3 but probably more flexible, from not undergoing fo
completely the milling or felting procefs. (See WooL.)
Indeed, from the remains of the Tarentine flocks at prefent
in Italy, we can be at no lofs to determine the nature of
the former Tarentine fleece. Thirteen centuries of ne-
gle@ted cultivation, and intermixture with other breeds,
have not been fufficient to obliterate the labours of former
times. From what we have feen of the finer Italian wools,
we have no hefitation in afferting, that by judicious and
careful fele€ion, it would be praéticable to reftore the Ta-
rentine race once more to its original purity, in the courfe
of a few years; were it found to poflefs any fuperior merit,
compared with the fine-woolled fheep of Spain. The cir-
cumitances refpeéting the management of the Tarentine
flocks, recorded by ancient writers, when compared with
the prefent treatment of the Merino flocks in Spain, leave
no doubt refpe&ing the origin of the latter.

The term Merino, in the Spanifh language, is an adjeétive,
derived from the corrupt Latin merinus, or majorinus : when
united with ovejas, it fignifies the royal judge, or fuper-
intendant of the fheep-walk. At the period when the
trafbumantes, or travelling flocks in Spain, were eftablithed,
they became the obje@s of police, and were placed under the
exclufive 'jurifdi¢tion of mayors, with public walks and
large diftriés allotted for their fuftenance, and were termed
Merinos ovejas, or the fheep under the care of the merino or
mayor. The names peculiarto theeftablifhment of thefe flocks,
fuch as mefla, cavana, &c. are derived; not from the Morifco,
but from the provincial Latin that prevailed in Spain before
and after it was fubdued by the Goths. (See MEsTa.) The
management of the flocks is peculiarly Roman ; the merino,
or mayor, correfponds exaétly with the magifter pecorie of
Varro and Columella, and was fuperior to the opiliones and
paftores. The pradtice.of deftroying half the fheep at their
birth, ahd of fuckling each of the furvivors on two ewes; of
fweating the fheep before they were fhorn, to increafe the
foftnefs of the fleece ; and of conduéing them from their
winter to their fummer ftations, by long journies through
public fheep-walks, has been derived from Roman inftitu-
tions, with this difference, that in Italy their migrations

were
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were confined to the coarfe-woolled theep, while the molles
oves, or fine-woolled flocks of antiquity, were always houfed.

The experiment of Columella’s uncle afcertains the early
introduion of fine-woolled fheep into Spain. Having
procured fome wild African rams at Cadiz of a coarfe
fleece, but of an admirable colour, he gave them to fome
fine-woolled ewes, and the male progeny being again given
to Tarentine ewes, the offspring, with their defcendants,
united the paternal colour with the peculiar foftnefs of the
maternal fleece. Columella’s uncle refided in Beetica,
which comprehended the modern Eftramadura; and as
Columella flourithed under the emperor Claudius, the
Tarentine breed muft have been introduced into that pro-
vince at the commencement of the Chriftian era. Whatever
was the peculiar colour which the elder Columella intro-
duced by means of African rams into his Tarentine flock,
we may conclude that the fame fuccefsful expedient was
employed by other agriculturalifts of Beetica, to convert
thefe coarfe into fine-woolled breeds, and to commu-
nicate the pureft white to the black or parti-celoured
native flocks, which, according to Pliny, were common in
Spain. The original intermixture of diftinék breeds of
native Spanith fheep with the Tarentine in different parts
of Spain, may be inferred from other circumftances : each

- cavana, or flock, forms a diftinét breed ; and the Nigrette
no more refembles the Paulac, than the Merino South Down
refembles the Merino Cheviot. The genuine unmixed
defcendants of the Tarentine breed would have preférved
one uniform charadter ; but the native flocks crofled with
Tarentine rams would retain their diftin@ive varieties, and
tran{mit them to each cavana,

That the.Merino- is a mixed race, feems to be further
indicated by the more tender conflitutions of the fine-
woolled flecks of antiquity. Of thefe, the Tarentine were
moft celebrated in Italy, and the Milefian in Afia Minor,
They were termed pellitz and tectz oves, from the cover-
ings of fkin with which they were clothed to defend
the fleece. They were denominated alfo molles oves, not
only from the foftnefs of the fleece, but from the delicacy
of the conftitution. They were always fed in the houfe;
and though fatisfied with brambles, or the coarfeft food,

they are defcribed as a moft voracious breed : a diminution

of their allowance from the fraud of fervants, or the parfi-
mony of the owner, was attended with certain -deftru&ion
to the flock. (Plin. lib. viil. cap. 47.) As there was no
fale for the lambs, nor any profit from the milk of a
Tarentine flock, half the lambs were deftroyed at the birth.
The ram-lambs were chiefly reared, and were killed at two
years, when their pelts fold to the merchant at an advanced
price, on account of the beauty of the pile. This breed
demanded conftant care, when in the fields, to preferve their
coverings from being torn, and the fleeces deftroyed. At
home they required even greater care than abroad, as they
were not daily condufted to their paftures. They were
frequently uncovered and cooled for refrefhment. The
ftaples of the fleece were opened and difparted, and were
frequently moiltened with wine and oil. The whole flock
was wathed three times a-year, when the weather was warm.
The ftables were frequently {fwept, cleaned, and fumigated :
for thefe different offices two {hepherds were conftantly re-
quired for every hundred fheep.

The exceflive care beftowed on thele flocks by the nations
of antiquity, fhews in what eftimation their fleeces were
held ; and though fuch attention is remote from modern
practice, we are fully convinced that, by felefting the very
fineft and fofteft Merino flocks, and covering the wool, and
frequently anointing and wathing, it would give to the

pile that degree of foftnefs which is fo much wanted in the
manufacture of thawls, and other coftly articles of luxury,
but which we feek for in vain in the fineft fleeces of modern
Europe. However expenfive {uch attention might prove,
we have no doubt that, on a limited {cale, it would well
repay the labour of the judicious experimentalift, as the
wool would be worth more than 3os. per pound, could it be
made to equal that of India in {foftnefs. It would appear
that the Tarentine breed were feleéted with much care for
breeding, and every expedient adopted, which was proved by
experience to attenuate and foften the pile, The tranfition of
thefe delicate animals into the Merinos of Spain, which are
a hardy race, can only be explained by fuppofing that other
agriculturalifts had imitated Columella, and obtained a fine-
woolled race, by croffing their native breeds with the more
delicate animals from Italy. The beginning of this im-
provement is indeed defcribed by Strabo in the reign of
Tiberius: he informs us that the inhabitants of Truditania
had formerly imported many garments, but that their wool
in his time furpafled that of the Coraxi, and excelled it in
beauty fo much, that a talent, equal to two hundred
guineas, was the ftated price of a ram to breed from; and
that they excelled alfo in the fabrics which the Sal-
tiatz manufactured, Truditania, according to Strabo, com-
prehended the province of Beetica, from the Guadiana to
the confines of Lufitania, and fouthward to Gibraltar,
and eaftward to Toledo. The wool of the Coraxi, with
which Strabo compares that of-this part of Spain, we are
informed, in his account of Pontus, was from the foft-
woolled Milefian fheep. Such high prices as a talent muft
have been produced by a very general demand for rams,
not for the ufe of the Tarentine flocks, which could occafion
no fuch competition, but for the purpofe of crofling the-
indigenous breeds of the province, which, from the earlieft
period, appears to have abounded in fheep.

The travelling flocks were not at that time introduced, as
the mountainous regions had been till then infefted by native
as well as Lufitanian robbers, whem the Romans diflodged
from their villages, and difperfed into cantons. (QDliodorus
Siculus, lib. v. cap. 32.) The Moorifh looms of Anda-
lufia and Catalonia, and thofe of the Chriftians at Segovia,
in the 13th century, muft have been fupplied by the fine-
woolled flocks introduced by the Romans. The vacant
mountains, when cleared of banditti, offered a valt range
of pafture from Eftramadura northward, towards Galicia
and the Afturias. A fimilar opportunity occurred to efta-
blith or renew the inftitution of travelling flocks when the
Chriftians defcended, in the middle of the 13th century, to
occupy the conquered provinces of Andalufia and Murcia.
After that time the travelling flocks became fo well efta-
blifhed, that the mentargo, or tolls, on their paflage
through the mountains, from province to province, the
fervicio, or tax to the crown, and the laws of the mefta,
were impoled or ratified by government, in the middle of
the 15th century, before the Moorifh kingdom of Grenada
had been finally reduced. )

We are thus enabled from hiftory to-trace the introduétion
and eftablifhment of the Merino race of fheep in Spain, from
which, or from their defcendants, nearly all the manufac-
tories of fine cloth in Europe -are at prefent {upplied with
wool. See WooL.

The native breeds of Beetica were originally and gra-
dually converted into fine-woolled amimals, by repeated
crofles with the Tarentine flocks, and thus an immenfe num-
ber of hardy fheep, producing a moft valuable pile, were
fpread over the country, and furvived the fucceffive con-
‘quefts of the Goths and Vandals, and the protracted war-

. fare
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fare of many centuries. The pure Tarentine breed in Greece
and Italy being more delicate, is {aid to have become extin&
with the deftruétion of the Roman empire ; but the mixture
of this race with the original flocks of Ttaly may ftll be
diftin&ly traced, particularly in the middle and fouthern
parts. The Italian wool was finer than that of any other
country in Europe, except Spain, prior to the improve-
ments which have recently taken place by the introduétion
of the Merinos. It is not improbable that the fine-woolled
flocks of England, though greatly inferior to the Merinos
in the quality of the wool, were alfo originally defcended
from croffes with the Tarentine breed introduced by the
Romans, when they eftablithed a manufacture of woollen
cloth at Winchetfter. ' :

The deftruétion or deterioration of the improved flocks in
the ages of barbarifm which {ucceeded the fall.of the Roman
empire, was the natural confequence of the decay of the ma-
nufa&ures, and of a total inattention to prevent the inter-
mixture with coarfer breeds. In Spain alone, the improved
race had taken fuch complete poffeflion of the mountainous
diftricts, that it remained unmixed and unimpaired till the
revival of commerce and the arts, when that country fup-
plied the neighbouring nations with fine wool, and was fup-
pefed to poffefs fome peculiar advantages of foil and climate,
which it would be vain to feek for elfewhere. The opinion
that the fuperior finenefs of the Spanifh fleeces was derived
entirely from fome peculiarity of the foil and climate, had
obtained fo generafly, and was fo firmly believed, even
twenty-five years fince, in this country, that he who afferted
the contrary, was regarded by agriculturalifts and clothiers as
a fpeculative theorift, only deferving their pity. ‘

Tt is not a little remarkable, that this prejudice continued
undiminithed nearly a century after the l\icrino fheep had
been introduced into Sweden and Saxony, and had conti-
nued to produce wool in thofe countries, equally fine with
that of their parent flocks in the Spanifh peninfula.

It might have been previoufly fuppofed that the climate
of Sweden, being much colder than that of Great Pritain,
and more remote from the annual mean temperature of
Spain, would render that country peculiarly unfriendly to
the Merino race and to the produétion of fine wool. 'This

prejudice refpeting the influence of climate would have been
removed by confidering that almoft all the fineft furs are the
produéion of cold climates, and that the growth of fine
wool and fur is a provifion of nature, to defend animals
againft the fevere cold of the diftri€ts nearer the poles.
Mr. Alftroemer, who had previoufly endeavoured to ame-
liorate the breed of fheep in Sweden, by importations from
England and Germany, obtained a flock of Merinos, which
he introduced into that country in the year 1723. In the
year 1739, the Swedifh government, for the promotion of
this race, inftituted a fchool of fhepherds, under the direc-
tien of Mr. Alftroemer, and public funds were appeinted
for granting premiums to thofe who fold rams of the Spanith
breed ; and from the fame period, to 1780, a premium of
twenty-five per cent. was. alfo granted on the fale of fine
wools of a good quality. The{ge premiums were afterwards
reduced, and finally difcontinued in 1792, being no longer
neceflary. From exa&t accounts, it appears that the fine
wool fold from 1751 to the year 1790, amounted to
3,402,661 francs. :

The quantity of fine wool a&ually produced was much
greater than what had been {old to receive the premium, a
confiderable part having been confumed in domeftic manu-
fattures by .the growers and others; and the diftance of
the public magazines, where the wools were fent to receive
the premium, prevented the public returns from including

the real quantity of fine wool grown. In the year 1764,
there were in Sweden 65,369 fheep of the pure Merino race,
and 23,384 of a mixed breed, producing fine wool. The
Swedifh Merinos preferve their primitive form ; their fleccey
are very clofe, and the wool has not deteriorated in finenefs
length, or elatticity ; and the fheep produce as great a weight
of Heece as in Spain, wherever they are fupplied with a fuf-
ficient quantity of food. This race, now naturalized in
Sweden, are larger and ftronger than the Spanith fheep.
M. Layfteire examined the flock of M. Schulzenheim, at
Gronfoe, in the province of Upland, which had been intro-
duced from Spain §5 years. On comparing the wool with
that of other Spanifh fheep recently imported, he did not
find it inferior either in beauty or finenefs. M. Schulzen-
heim preferved the defcendants of fheep which he imported
from Spain to the fifth generation, and the comparifon of
their fleeces proved that they had not in the leaft degenerated.
Thefe faéts prove decidedly that the Spanifh fheep do not
lofe the good qualities of their wool by a removal to cold
countries. At the fame time it muft be obferved, that
thofe fheep degenerated which had been negleted, or treated
in the fame wretched manner as the native flocks, by cone
fining them in damp, infeGed, and dirty ftables during a
part of the year, and omitting the requifite quantity of
food ;5 or paKuring them in fummer in forefts and marfhes,
or in low moift fituations, where they could neither find the
proper kind ror due quantity of herbage.

The intreduétion of the Merinos into Saxony took place
in 1765, and again in the year 1778. The firft flock con-
fifted of one hundred rams and two hundred ewes, chofen
for the eleGor of Saxony from the beft flocksin Spain ; they
were placed under the care of a Spanith majorinus, or mayor,
at Stolpen, fix leagues from Drefden, on the frontiers of
Bolemia. ’

After ten years’ experience, it was found that they had
preferved all the original good qualities of the fleece, and
the wool from the mixed breed had alfo acquired a degree of
finenefs which did not yield to that from Spain. As foon as
it was afcertained, by experience, that it was eafy to natural-
ize the Spanith fheep in Saxony, and thas the crofles from
this race with the native flocks were fo gready ameliorated,
the attention of the agriculturalits was direted to the gene-
ral improvement of the flocks, and fuch has been the fuccefs,
that their produce is at prefent one of the greateft fources
of profit to the cultivator. During the laft fifteen years, a
very confiderable quantity of fine wool has been imported
from Saxony into England, and the price of the belt fort is
greater than that of the fineft Spanifh wool, 2 fufficient
proof of the eftimation in which it is held by the manufac.
turers. It is better fuited for the fineft kerfeymeresy and the
more delicate articles of the woollen trade, as it can be {pun
to a greater length than any other kind of carded wool
grown in Europe ; it is alfo fuperior in finenefs, but owin,
to the fcarcity of winter food, it is generally lefs found than
the beft Spanifh, and not fo well fuited for ftout cloths.
See WooL.

The Merino race has fince been introduced into Denmark,
the Pruffian ftates, Auftria, France, Holland, Italy, the
Cape of Good Hope, and the United States of America.
Of its introduétion into England, we fhall afterwards
fpeak.

As Saxony is the only country which has yet cultivated
the Merinos fo extenfively, as to come in competition with
Spain in the exportation of fine wool, it may be proper to
ftate the modes of treatment adopted in that country. It
is generally believed in Saxony, and in other parts of Germany
and Holland, that the practice of breeding from the fame

race



SHEEP.

race, or what the Englith graziers technically denominate

_ % breeding in and in,”” occafions a deterioration of the flock ;

.

owing to this prejudice, the Swedifh farmers frequently

" change the rams of the Spanifh race for others of the fame
.race from neighbouring flocks, and fome proprietors bind

their farmers to renew a certain quantity of rams every
year. But this praétice is ufelefs, where the rams upon an

eftate are already of a good quality; if the contrary were.

the cafe, there could not exift a perfeét Merino fheep in
Spain, as thefe theep have continued to breed from the {ame
ftock, without any attention to confanguinity, for many
centuries. The good quality of a race of fheep may be
preferved, either by fele¢ting the moft perfe&t from the fame
flock to breed from,.or by conftantly taking out thofe which
are moft defeétive.

The common food of fheep in Saxony, during winter, is
hay, which is diftributed three times a day, in a greater or
lefs quantity, according to the ftock of the farmer: thofe
who have not fufficient hay, fubftitute peafe-ftraw, vetches,
and lentils. They take care to mow the crops before ma-
turity, that they may be more nutritive, and te prevent the
fall of the leaves before mowing. Some farmers fupply
the deficiency of hay with powdered oil-cakes, crufhed
feeds, and meal; they put the cake or meal inte troughs
with water, which they give the fheep to drink, and after-
wards they give them the folid refidue, which finks to the
bottom of the trough. This treatment ferves to keep them
in a healthy ftate, at.a feafon when they cannot have freth
food, Eight pounds of cake or.meal diffufed in water are
given to every hundred fheep. 'When the fnow remains long
on the ground, they {ometimes give them ftraw which has
not been thrafhed, and even corn; but as this is expenfive,
they generally fubftitute roots’ of different” kinds, {uch as
beets, turnips, and carrots, but particularly potatoes.

The Saxon farmers colleét with great care the horfe-chef-
nuts in autumn, which they give their theep as a remedy
againit the rot. The nuts are cut {mall, to prevent them

- getting into the throat, and choaking the animal.

They fend out their fheep in winter, when the weather
permits, and the fnow is not too deep, to the woodsor dry
fituations fheltered with underwood.” Proprietors who have
no winter paftures, leave their fheep in the fheep-houfes
from the beginning of November to April, but they take
care to turn them out each day in the frefh air, for threeor
four hours, and they keep open the doors, to caufe a con-
ftant ventilation. Some proprietors keep their ftheep con-
fined the whole year’; and where the fheep-heufes are kept
clean, and the fheep are {upplied with proper food, this prac-
tice is not found to injure either the wool or the animal.

During fine weather in fummer, they are allowed to range
in the paftures. . They leave the fheep-houfe after the dews
are entirely diffipated, and they repofe in the fhade during the
heat of the day. This praétice of providing fhade during
the hot weather cannot be too ftrongly recommended to the
cultivators of fineé wool in England; both with refpe& to the
health of the animal and the improvement of the wool. Nor
is another pratice lefs deferving their attention, which is, to
fhelter them during heavy rains, hail-ftorms, ‘and thick fogs.
In many theep-houfes, water is conduéted in troughs, from
which the fheep may drink at pleafure. Saxon farmers con-
fider falt not only as neceflary to the health of fheep, but as
contributing to the finenefs of the fieece ; it is fprinkled in
their forage, and is diffolved in their drink ; it is given prin-
cipally in fummer, when the weather is dry. They ceafe to
.give it to the ewes five or fix weeks before lambing, becaufe
they think that the excefs of water which it occafions them

Vor. XXXII,

- generally undergoes but one wathing.

_the celebrated naturalift d’Aubenton,

to drink, is injurious to them at that time, and that it alfe
prevents them from licking their lambs. ' :

The rams and ewes are not put together before the age of
two or three years : they allow one ram to twenty-five ewes,
and leave them together day and night during the feafon.
The lambs are kept in the fheep-houfes, but {ome proprie-
tors allow them to go out with the ewes after eight days..

Before fhearing, the fheep are wathed in the Englith man-
ner, but with greater care.. Firft they make them {wim
through a river of dam ; the following day they are again
driven through, and plunged in feparately, and the fleece
prefied with the hands, beginning, from the head, and pafl-
Ing on to the extremities of the body ; they are again driven
through the water in the afternoon. The fleece is fuffered
to dry during two days, and fhorn on the third. . Saxony
wool, thus wathed, is much cleaner than the Englith, which
It lofes by a further
{couring by the manufa&urer, about 12 per cent. more than
Spanith wool already {coured. Englith wool lofes about
2§ per cent. in the hands of the manufa&urer. o

The general treatment of the Saxon Merino fheep we
confider as judicious, but we have frequently noticed
that the .wool had been fomewhat injured by want of
{ufficient nourifhment in winter, which renders it tender.
The hay being given in racks, feeds and ftraws fall into the
fleece when the animal is eating, which the Englith manu-
falturer finds great difficulty in eradicating ; this might be
prevented, in a confiderable degree, by lowering the racks,
{o that the food might be level with the head, or fomewhat
below. "

As France is perhaps the moft formidable rival which our
manufaéturers of fine cloths will meet in foreign markets,
the progrefs made in the amelioration of her native flocks be-
comes an objet of intereft to the Englith agriculturalift and
clothier. The celebrated minifter Colbert firft formed the
defign of improving the breeds of French fheep, by im-
portations from England and Spain. But his intentions
were at that time oppofed. It was not till the year 1776
that the Spanith breed was introduced into France by M.
M. Trudaine, intendant of finances, under the dire&ion of
The experiments
which he made on thefe fheep, and numerous croffes from
them, with feven difin& breeds, which he had on his eftate
in Auxors, demonftrated to the government that it was eafy
to introduce and preferve a race of fheep in France, pro-
ducing fuperfine wool ; and in the year 1786, a feleftion of
376 rams and ewes, from the fineft flocks in Spain, was
conduéted, under the care of a mayor, to the farm of Ram-
bouillet. They confifted of individuals of extraordinary
beauty, fuperior to any previoufly introduced into France,
but having been chofen from a number of diftant flocks,
they prefented great varieties of fhape and fize, which have
fince difappeared by intermixture ; and a new race has been
formed, differing from any of the primitive flock, but, which
equals the beft of them in form and conftitution, and in the
finenefs, length, foftnefs, elafticity, and quantity of wool.

It is to be obferved, that the wool-dealers and manufac-
turers in France were at firft difpofed to depreciate the value
of the wool ; but numerous accurate experiments having
proved that the cloths manufa&tured from it were in every
refpeét equal to thofe made from the beft Spanith wool, thefe
prejudices difappeared, and the republican government, as
well as- that of the emperor Napoleon, interefted themfelves
in the further introdu&ion of Spanith fheep into France.
In the year 1802 it was calculated that there were one mil-
lion fheep in France, either of pure Merinos, or of an ame-
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liorated mixed breed. Since that time ‘many large flocks
have been imported from Spain, the temporary command
which the French obtained of that country having afforded
them facilities for their introduction. In the courfe of a
very few years France will, in all probability, produce a
fufficient {upply of fuperfine wool for her extenfive woollen
manufa&ories. :

The experiments which have been made by the introduc-
tion of the Merino fheep into the United States of America,
the Cape of Good Hope, and ‘New Helland, prove that
fine wool may be grown wherever there are intelligent culti-
vators, and that it 18 not the gift of a peculiar foil or climate.
We are, however, fully convinced, that very elevated tempe-
ratures will require greater care to prevent deterioration.
The fpecimens of wool which we have feen from New Hol-
land, appear to have been affe@ed by an arid fandy foil,
and by the great heat of the fun, which has in fome de-
gree injured the foftnefs of the fleece. Between the
tropics, elevated mountains and fhade would be eflentially
requifite to preferve a race of fine-woolled fheep from de-
generating.

~ The advantages which the Merino fheep poflefs as wool-
bearing animals, over the native breeds of Englith fine-
woolled fheep, confift in three important peculiarities ;
1ft, the wool is much finer ; 2dly, it is more regularly fine
over the body ; and 3dly, it is grown in a larger quantity
from the fame furface of fkin. That the Merino wool is
finer than the beft Englifh, is proved from this circumftance ;
the beft forted Spanifh wool, or the R wool, as it is called,
from the finett flocks, fells at nearly double the price of the
beft Englith forted wool, or what. the wool-ftaplers call the
prime and picked lock. Thofe Englifh fleeces which yield
a portion of the beft fort, gencrally contain a larger portion
of inferior forts: fometimes eight forts will be found in one
fleece, and the fineft will not conftitute one-eighthof the whole.
On the contrary, the fleeces of the Merino fheep are fo regu-
larly fine over the whole body, as generally to yield from two-
thirds to three-fourths of the fuperfine or R wool. The fe-
cond fort, called the F- wool, is alfo fine and with the
T wool, or third {ort, bears a higher price than the beft Eng-
hifh wool. The quantity of wool on a Merino fheep is confi-
derably greater than on an Englith fheep of the fame fize :
this is not owing to the greater length of the wool, but to
“the animal being more fully clothed over the body and legs ;
and the wool is alfo grown clofer than on Englifh fheep ;
that 18, there are more filaments on the fame furface. A mo-
derate fized well-clothed Merino fheep will yield a fleece which,
when brought to the fame ftate of purity as the Englith
'wool, will weigh 3lbs. A Ryeland, Norfolk, or South Down
theep of the {ame fize, will produce a fleece only weighing
about 2lbs. The value will be nearly as five to two 1n fa-
vour of the Merino fleece. In this ftate, however, the Me-
rino fleece is not clean, as the wools imported from Spain,
which are {coured after they are fhorn, and before they are
forted, by which means it is much cleaner than it can be made
by wathing on the back of the animal. The Merino rams
are horned, which is not generally the cafe with the ewes.
The average weight of a fat ram per quarter, is about
17lbs. of a ewe, about 11lbs. per quarter.

The fhape of thefe animals by no means correfponds with
the fymmetry of form which an Englifh grazier confiders as
the criterion of excellence. The legs are rather long, the
neck curved, and from the throat there hangs a pendulous

.dkin, or dewlap, which is very offenfive to thofe who are only
accuftomed to view the improved breeds of Englith fheep.
This appendage is valued in Spain, asindicating a tendency

5 “

‘to produce waool.

The colour of the fkinbeneath the waool,
on the back and fides, is of a rofe red colour : thisis alfo confi-
dered by the Spaniards as a fign of a robuft conftitution, and
an abundant fleece.  The only Englifh theep which have
the fame coloured {kin with the pendulous dewlap, are the
Ryeland, which produce alfo the fineft Englith wool. Thefe
circumftances, with the ancient pratice of houfing the
fheep, continued in Herefordfhire, where it is called cotting,
confirm the opinion before advanced, that the Ryeland fheep
were defcended from the Tarentine race introduced by the
Romans into this country. .

Itis net to be wondered at, that the’ Merino fheep, which are
cultivated in Spain almoft exclufively for their wool, and
not for their flefh, fhould prefent that deformity of fhape
which at firt was particularly offenfive to the eye of the
Englith farmer, accuftomed to the new Leicefter and South
Down fheep. There cannot, however, be a doubt that the
Merino breed is as fufceptible of improvement as the Englifh,
Indeed there is a very great diverfity of form in the flocks
in different parts of Spain ; and were the fame attention paid.
to fele@ing the moft perfect to breed from, as has been given
in England to the South Down fheep, there is every reafon
to believe that a new race would be formed, pofleffing all
the good qualities which both the grazier and the manufac-
turer might require. The South Down theep, which have
been greatly improved, and rendered almoft perfet in form,
have preferved all the good qualities of the fleece. This
alone is fufficient to prove,. that there is no neceflary con-
neftion between deformity of fhape, and the finenels of the
wool. )

The Spanifh breed of fheep were firft introduced into
Great Britain in the year 1787. - Some individuals of the
black and fpotted fheep had indeed been procured, and -
kept in the parks of noblemen previoufly, but without any
regard to the wool ; nor was much intereft excited by the
flock introduced in 1787. = The fheep, however, lived,
though treated in the Englifh manner, and the wool had not
deteriorated. Thefe faéts having proved that the Merino race

~might be naturalized in England, his majefty George III.

‘obtained from the marquis of Campo Alanjo five rams and
thirty-five ewes of the Nigrette race. They were imported

“in the year 1792, and were for fome time at QOatlands, the

feat of his royal highnefs the duke of York. On their ar- -
rival they were extremely low in fleth, but they foon began
to improve ; and the difeafes with which they had been af-
fe&ted, were removed by a plentiful fupply ot food. They
left Oatlands greatly advanced in bulk, and with renovated
conftitutions ; and the quantity and quality of the wool were
greatly admired. , . :
The prejudices of the manufaGurers were not fo fpeedity
to be furmounted, as the difficulties attending the naturaliz-
ation of the Merino fheep. Though the wool was admitted
to be equally fine with the beft imported wool from Spain,
they would not offer a proportionate price, fearing that it
might not prove equally good, when manufaétured. It
ought, however, to be ftated, that the condition in which
the Englith Merino wool was pffered for fale, etther very
imperfe&ly wathed, or entirely in the greafe, prevented the

-manufaGturer from forming a juft comparifon with the wools

from Spain, which came to this country clean fcoured,
and regularly forted ; nor could they appreciate the lofs it
would fuftain in feouring, which is not lefs than from 6
to 70 per cent. We are well perfuaded that this uncer-
tainty refpef@ing the lofs in [couring has, more than any
other circumftance, retarded the fale of the Englifh Merino
wool, from the year 1792 to the prefent time. Nor will
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"our manufalturers ever greatly encourage the growth of this
wool, until it be brought to market, either forted and
{coured like the wools from Spain, or in the fame ftate of
R{m’ity in the fleece as the fine Englifh or Saxon wool.
any manufadturers, who have purchafed it, have been
Featly difappointed, not in the quality, which was excel-
ent, but in the fmall quantity which remained after fcour-
ing. -In confequence of the manufaturers declining to
purchafe his majefty’s wool, it became neceflary to have it
manufa@ured on his majelty’s account, to demonitrate its
fitnefs for fuperfine cloths. This was done till the year
1796, when it was refolved to fell the wool at the price
which was offered, that the manufa&urers might have a fair
trial. The clip was fold that year for 2s. per pound, and the
followin§ year for 2s. 2d. I the years 1797 and 1798
the wool was forted in the Spanifh manner, and fcoured,
after having been previoufly wathed on the fheep’s back.
“The following is an account of the produce. ‘ :

1bs.

Eighty-nine ewe and wether fleeces wathed on}
the back - - - - - . _} 295
Lofs by fubfequent {courin - - - - 92
Pure wool - - - - - . B - 203

Which yielded, Rafinos, or R wool, 167 Ibs. at g,

. Finos, or F wool, 23 lbs. at 3s. 6d.

Terceros, or T wool, 13 Ibs. at 2s5. 6d.

’ . ) ) ‘ Ibs.

In 1798 one hundred and one-ewe and wether 6
fleeces, wathed in the [ame manner, yielded - 34

Lofs by fubfequent fcouring - - - - 92
Purewool - - - - - - - 254
Of which there was Rafinos, 207 Ibs. at §s. 6d.

Finos, 28 lbs. at 3s. 6d.

Tlerceros, 19 lbs. at 2s. ’

T : . tbs.

The rams’ fleeces of both clips - - - 3;4
Lofs by fubfequent {couring -, - - - 99
Pure wool - - - - - - 215

Of which there was Rafinos, 181 Ibs. at 4s. 64,
Finos, 22 lbs. at 3s. 64,
Terceras, 12 1bs. at 2s.

The prices have, fince that time, progreffively increafed
with the price of Spanifh wool, and have been nearly equal
to that of the beft piles from Spain. In the year 1801,
the right hononrable lord Somerville took a voyage to the
peninfula; for the purpofe of feletting fuch fheep as united
in the greateft degree the excellence of the fleece with a
¥ood carcafe. His effosts were in a confiderable degree

uccelsful, and, as far as related to the fleece, completely fo.
Since that time, particular political events have increafed the
facility of procuring Merino theep from the various Spanifh
- flocks; and the ftock of thefe fheep in England at prefent
is fufficiently great to change, in # few years, the whole
race of fine-woolled fheep in Great Britain, were {uch a
change defirable. Many of the native flocks of fine-woolled
fheep in England have been confiderably diminifhed in the
laft forty years, owing to the numerous enclofures of forefts
and commons, that were formerly only fuited to pafture a
race of fmall light fheep ; but which, in confequence of im-
provement, are now capable of maintaining a heavier race of
snimals; the former requiring a light dry foil, and an ex-

tenfive range; and the latter, a rich and more confined
pafture. The Ryeland fheep in Herefordfhire afford the
finelt wool in England, of any of our native breeds ; but
the pure race is nearly extin. The fleece weighs lefs than
two pounds ; but if generally cleared from the fhank-locks
and fkirts before it is wound, in this ftate it bears the
higheft price of any Englifh fleeces. It is not a little re~
markable, that the practice of cotting or houfing the fheep
is peculiar to Herefordfhire ; and it is not improbable but it
may have been originally introduced by the Romans, with
the race of fheep from which the Ryelands originally fprung.
A mixture of the Ryeland fheep is {pread over fome o

the counties adjoining to Herefordfhire, but the number-is
not very confiderable. The light fandy foil of Norfolk is
paftured by another breed of fine-woolled fheep, which
fupply. a confiderable quantity of fine Englifh wool for the
Yorkfhire market; and it poffeffes, in an eminent degree,
the property of foftnefs, when manufatured, which is
wanting in many of our Englifh wools. The original Nor-
folk breed have black faces and fpiral horns, {mall, long,
thin carcafes, with long black or grey legs. ' The flecce
weighs from one pound and a half to two pounds. The
form of the animal is not fuch as to recommend it to the
grazier, but it has been greatly improved by an intermix-
ture with the South Down breed. Mr. Coke of Holk-
ham, the celebrated agriculturalift of Norfolk, -has difpofed
of his native flocks of that county, from a conviétion,
founded on long experience, that they are an unprofitable
breed. The principal recommendation of this breed was
the excellence of their wool ; and they might be well fuited
to the former uncultivated ftate of the fandy tracks in that
diftrict.

Of all the native fine-woolled breeds of England, the
South Downs appear to poflefs, in the moft eminent de-
gree, the combined advantage of excellence of form, with
a fuperior quality of the fleece. The average weight of
the two-year old wethers is 18 pounds per quarter; the
mutton is fine-grained, and of an excellent flavour. The
weight of the fleece of the fineft kinds is about two pounds
on the average. Some of the coarfe fleeces exceed three
pounds. The South Down breed takes its name from the
diftri& on which thefe theep were originally cultivated: It
is a long range of rather elevated chalk hills, extending
from the fouth-weftern fide of the counties of Kent and
Surrey, through' Suflex, into Hampfhire, confifting of
open downs, well {uited for fheep-walks.

The animal has no horns; its face and legs are gref;
the bones fine, and the form compa®. It has indeed been
greatly improved of late years, by the particular care of in-
telligent growers. The lambs are generally dropped from
the middle of March to the end of April. If the ewes have
been well kept, one-third will be twins. The wethers are
fit for the butcher in two years ; many graziers fatten them
at 18 months. From the South Downs thefe fheep have
been fent to different parts of the ki?dom; and in all dry
and rather elevated fituations they will preferve the excel-
lent qualities of their wool. Indeed, in all fituations wher®*.
the foil is covered by a good clofe herbage, and the fubfeil
is not calcareous, the wool will be of a fuperior quality te
what the fame animal would produce on the chalky downs
of Suffex. Of this we have had decifive proofs. The
South Downs, though in many refpeés well fuited to
fheep, yet in thofe parts where the chalk is expofed, or
near the furface, the calcareoue particles get intermixed
with the yolk of natural greafe of the fleece, and produce a
degree of harfhnefs in the wool, which is very perceptible,
when it is manufa&ured into cloth : it alfo injures the felt-
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ing quality of the wool. * This is fo well krown to the
Yorkfhire manufalturers, that they always avoid the wools
grown on chalk foils, when they want a foft thick pile to
the cloth. ' The fine wool from the South Down fleeces is
chiefly ufed for light goods, fuch as kerfeymeres and peliffe
cloths, which require very little milling or felting. When
the South Down fheep are removed from chalk lands, the
wool may be grown remarkably foft, and poflefles all the
good qualities of the beft native Englifh wool. :

The afion of the foil on the fleece was long known to
manufaéturers, wiz. that wools grown on argillaceous foils
were fofter, and proved better in the procefs of manufac-
ture, than thofe on calcareous foils. The caufe of this was
involved in much obfcurity, and generally fuppofed to be
owing to-the quality of the herbage on different foils. Mr.
Bakewell, of Wakefield, in Yorkfhire, in a little tra& ¢ On
the Influence of Soil and Climate on Weol,”” proved that
the influence of the {oil on the fleece arofe from the aéion
of the minute particles on the furface of the fibre or ftaple.
¢ Not only can this aftion affeét the quality, but impart
indelibly the colour of the foil to the wool. In part of
Glouceiterfhire the fleece acquires a deep orange colour
from the foil. In Hertfordfhire, and part of Warwickfhire,
and in every country having a red foil, the wool is inclined
to brownifh-red. Wools on chalky foils are diftinguithed
by their whitenefs ; and in every diftri¢t in England the
aétion of the foil is. evinced, by communicating its own
colour to the fleece. The colour thus acquired is as inde-
libly fixed in the wool as the colouring matter of an arti-
ficial dye, nor can its whitenefs be perfeéily reftored by any
artificial procefs hitherto known.

¢¢ That the fame caufe can change the hardnefs or foftnefs
of wool, is proved from the diﬂgerent effeéts which argil-
laceous, filiceous, and calcareous foils are invariably found
to have on thefe qualities. This is perhaps no where more
clearly fhewn than in the northern part of Derbythire,
where the ftrata are fo abraptly broken, that two adjoining
farms, feparated by a fmall brook, will not unfrequently be
found, the one upon lime-ftone, the other on a iliceous
grit or fand-ftone. The difference of the wool on thefe
two farms, from the fame breed of fheep, was fo diftin&ly
marked, that the grower always obtained a higher price
when grown upon the latter foil. ¢ My wool is grit-i{}onc,
and I expeét a better price than my neighbour,” was the
language in common ufe, and the meaning was well under-
ftood by the buyer. In the procefs of feparating wool
from the fkin by the fell.lmonger, the pelis are fteeped
fome days in lime and water. he fofteft wools, when thus
expofed to the a&tion of lime, lofe their diftinguifhing excel-
lence, and acquire all the hardnefs of wools grown on lime-
ftone foils.” :

/To remedy this injurious effe@ of calcareous foils, Mr.
Bakewell recommends the praétice of the farmers in North-
umberland, and in North Britain, of anointing the fkin of
the animal with butter, in which a fmall quantity of tar is
melted to give it confiftence. In Northumberland this is
practifed with the fine-woolled fheep on the Cheviots ; and
the wool from thefe theep bears a higher price in Yorkfhire,
in proportion to its relative finenefs, than any other Englith
wool, on account of the fuperior foftnefs of the cloth made
from it. The ointment is alfo found to defend the animal
againft flies and fheep-ticks, and to be a prefervative againft
the feverity of the weather. The only inconvenience is, that
~ the whitenefs of the wool is in fome degree affe@ed by it; and
it is not fuited for white ftoved cloth, or for any delicate co-
lours. Could any good and cheap fubftitute for tar bedevifed,
there cannot be a doubt that the practice would be of great

benefit to the South Down fleeces on their native chalky
foils. It is, in fa&, fimilar to what the Romans adopted
with the Tarentine breed, which were frequently wafhed,
and the fkins anointed with the dregs of olive-oil, mixed
with other ingredients. A fimilar treatment of all Englify

. fheep, after being fhorn, would be found a moft effeGive

remedy againft flies and infe@s when the fkin is expofed »
it is alfo proved by experience to be a prefervative againft
the {cab.

The South Down breed, fo far as relates to the fleece,
will admit .of confiderable improvement in the following par-
ticulars. Firft; itmi ght attain2 degree of finenefsmorenearly
approaching that of the Merino fieece : fecondly, the fleece
might be grown more uniformly fine over the body : and
thirdly, almoft all the Sowth Down fleeces have a few
grey or black hairs intermixed, which is a great defe&
where the goods made from it are intended to be ftoved
white. At prefent, the fineft part of the South Down
fleeces, called by the wool-ftapler the prime, does not bear
half the price of the prime Spanifh, or R wool, from the
beft Merino flocks. In the South Down fleeces very rarely
more than one-fourth part is of the beft quality ; but in the
Merino breed full two-thirds of each fleece will be of one
uniform quality, and that the prime or R wool. In the
South Down fleeces, thofe parts from the buttocks and
fhanks will alfo be as coarfe as the coarfelt wool from
heavy fheep. Thefe defe@s in the South Down fleeces are
common to almoft all our native fine-woolled theep, éxcept
the Ryeland; but we conceive they admit of a remedy
without any injury to the form of the animal, or the weight
of the fleece. If the opinion of an intelligent wool-ftapler
were firft taken on the qualities of the different fleeces of
thofe ewes from which it were propofed to raife a ftock,
and fele&ing for them fome of the beft formed rams bred
from South Downs and Merinos, called Anglo-merinos ;
from this progeny the moft perfe@ forms might be again
chofen : and if thefe were ftill too ftrongly marked with
the charater of the Merino form, anothet crofs with per-
fe& -South Down ewes would produce a progeny from
which a race might be feleted pofleffing whatever was de-
firable in the carcafe, with a confiderable amelioration of the
fleece, both in the finenefs of the wool and the regularity
of the quality, over the greater part of the fkin. The
weight of the fleece would alfo be increafed, for the wool is
grown clofer and thicker on the Merinos than on any of the
Englifh breeds; and this property continues in the croffes.
from that breed. The advantage of employing an intel-
ligent wood-ftapler to judge of the quality of the fleeces
will be admitted, when we confider that a fibre of the fineft
wool is perhaps little more than the two-thoufandth part
of an inch in diameter ; and that a.variation from this,
which is too- fmall to be vifible by the unpradifed eye,
may occafion a difference in price not lefs than 40 per cent.
Indeed, it is truly aftonifhing that the eye can detet this
microfcopic difference unaided by inftruments. Nothing
but long and conftant practice can fecure the facility of
determining the finenefs of wool ; and the moft experienced
dealer in Englith fine wool, were he to difcontinue entirely
the examination of wool for three months, would not be able,
at firft fight, to afcertain its quality and value to 15 or zo
per cent.; fuppofing no change to have taken place in the
markets. Caa it then be fuppofed that a grazier, who
has never acquired this fine fenfe of vifion, and to whom wool
is only an obje& of particular attention at one feafon of the
year, we fay, can it be poffible for fuch a perfon to be an
accurate judge of the quality of wool, and the comparative
finenefs of fibres ranging between the fifteen-hundredth and
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the two-thoufandth part of an inch? Yet many of our
Englifh wool-growers will decide, with the utmoft confi-
dence, whether their wool be finer or coarfer than it was
in the former year ; or rather, they will decide that their
wool is always growing finer. . To this great confidence of
the wool-growers, and to their real ignorance on this fubje&,
more than to any other caufe, may be afcribed the little
improvement in the culture of Englith fine wools prior to
the introdu@ion of the Merino breed into Britain.

The South Down breed, in its improved ftate, is likely
to fupplant moft of the Englith fine-woolled breeds, except
perhaps the Cheviots in Northumberland, which are become
habituated to the feverity of the climate, on the elevated
hills in the northern parts of that county bordering on
Scotland. This race we think much better fuited to fup-
plant the coarfe-woolled fheep in the Highlands of Scot-
land, than another of our Englifh breeds. The Cheviot
Theep are delcribed by Mr. Culley, an intelligent farmer in
Northumberland, as hornlefs; the faces and legs are, in
general, white : the 2¢ff Zinds have a fine open countenance,
with lively prominent eyes; the body long, fore-quarter
wanting depth in‘the breaft, and breadth both there and
on the chine; fine, clean, {mall-boned legs; thin pelts;
weight of carcafe, when fat, from 12lbs. to 18lbs. per
quarter ; fleeces from 2lbs. to 3lbs. The qualities of the
Cheviot fleeces are various ; fome of them contain a fmall
portion of fine wool, which, as we have before remarked,
is more foft than any of our native Englith wools. The
price at lord Somerville’s annual fhow in 1813, for the beft
cloth from Englith wool, was given to Mr. J. F. Smith,
for a piece of cloth manufa&ured from the prime part of the
Cheviot fleeces. . :

In general, the quality of thefe fleeces might be much
improved by a judicious feleftion. The great defe@ is,
that in the fineft fleeces only, a fmall part is of the beft
quality. Some of the Cheviot fheep are {peckled on the
face and legs ; but thefe are probably a mixed breed, from
‘eroffing at different times with Heath fheep, to whom they
have long been neighbours ; for leaving the heights of An-
nandale to the eaftward, we infenﬁbly%ofe the Heath fheep
and mixed breeds ; after which all the extenfive fine green
hills on the Scotch and Englith borders from the fides of
the Cheviots to the barren heaths of- Lammer-muir are
covered with the Cheviot breed. The beft #ind of thefe
fheep is certainly a valuable mountain-fheep, where the paf-
ture is moftly green {fward, -or contains a large portion of
that kind of herbage, which is the cafe with all the hills
around the Cheviots, where thefe fheep are bred; and the
fine herbage which the border hills every where produce,
fupports them fo well in fummer, as to enable them to
ftand the. feverities of the winter. .

The fhape of this breed of fheep has been greatly im-
proved of late years, but will ftill admit of much improve-
ment. ¢ We cannot (fays Mr. Culley) expe& the perfec.
tion of this breed of fheep can be obtained at once, it muft
proceed by flow gradation, as every other improvement hath
done. :

¢.That breed of fheep which brings the moft profit to the
farmer will always be preferred, but this obje is not to be
obtained in this diftri&t by fine wool alone. Perfeé moun-
tain fheep fhould be hardy, well-formed, and quick feeders.
Thele qualities will always recommend them to the grazier;
but if to thefe qualities, {o effential to the fale of a moun-
tain farmer’s {tock, can be added a fleece of fine wool, a breed
of fheep might then be obtained, the propereft for a hilly
diftri€t of any we have yet feen. There is little doubt but
this may be accomplifhed by proper felettion, and probably

the beft kind of Cheviot fheep, from their hardinefs, and
producing a portion of fine wool, are the propereit ftock
for laying the foundation of fo defirable a change.” With
thefe fentiments of Mr. Culley we entirely agree, and par-.
ticularly in the propriety of feleting from the beft Cheviots
to lay the foundation of a valuable ftock of mountain fHeep,
which might fupplant the coarfe-woolled Heath fheep in
North Britain. Every fituation may be faid to have its -
peculiar advantages for particular breeds of fheep ; and the
rage for improvement, and defire of change, have in fome
inftances been carried too far. There can be no doubt, that
the rich paftures on the eaftern fide of England ‘are better
fuited for heavy long-woolled fheep than for South Downs
or Merinos, whilft it would be folly to attempt to ftock the
mountainous parts of Britain with the Difhley or Lincoln-
fhire breeds.” But many of the flocks in the uplands are
fufceptible of much improvement by fele&ion, without any
admixture, and in very expofed fituations it might not be
defirable to attempt improvement by introducing a lefs
hardy race. In dry and moderately elevated fituations there
are none of the fineft-woolled native or Annglo-merino breeds,
that might not be cultivated with advantage ; but we are
well perfuaded, that with the prefent demand for, and price
of animal food, the breed which will fend into the market
the largeft’quantity of good meat in the fhorteft time, will
have the preference over any fuperior quality of the wool
alone. On which account the improvement of the South
Down breed, which combines both advantages, is perhaps
an objeét the beft deferving attention, in all fituations {uited
for fine-woolled fheep, that are not too much expofed to
the inclemency of the climate. °

A particular race of fheep exift in the Shetland iflands,
which produce a fleece more like that from the fheep on the
mountains of Thibet, than any of the European fheep with
‘which we are acquainted. From the report of Mr. Thomas
Johnfon, addrefled to the Britith Weol Society, it appears
that there are two varieties of Shetland fheep. ,

One of thefe varieties carry coarfe wool above and foft
fine below, and have three different fucceffions of wool
yearly, two of which refemble long hairs more than wool,
and are termed by the common people fors and feudda.
When the woel begins to loofen at the roots, which gene-
rally happens about the month of February, the hairs or
{cudda {pring up; and when the wool is carefully pulled off,
the tough hairs continue faft until the new wool grows up
about a quarter of an inch in length, then they gradually
wear off ; and when the new fleece has acquired about two
months’ growth, the rough hairs termed fors {pring up, and
keep root until the proper feafon for pulling it arrives,
when it is plucked off along with the wool, and is {eparated
from it at drefling the fleece, by an operation called forfing.
The feudda remains upon the fkin of the animal, as if it were
a thick coat or fence againft the inclemency of the feafons,
which provident nature has furnifhed for {upplying the want
of the fleece. See the preceding article SHEEP.

Thhe native or kindly breed, which bear the foft cottony
fleeces (as they are called), are rather of a delicate nature ;
their wool is fhort and open, and deftitute of a covering of
long hairs. Thefe foft-woolled fleeces are very often loft
or rubbed off, during the winter or early in the {pring,
which it is {fuppofed might be prevented by clipping or
fhearing the fheep, in place of pulling off the wool, a bar-
barous praftice, tending to weaken the fheep and hurt the
length of the ftaple. _

The Shetland {heep are of various colours ; the ﬁlver-gr_ey
wool is thought to be the fineft and fofteft, but the black,
the white, the mourat, or brown, is very little inferior; it

18



SHEEP.

is all of the fofteflt texture, fit for the fineft manufa&ory,
and in fome inftances has been found to rival Spanifh wool
itfelf : but the pure white is generally the moft valuable for
all the finer purpofes for which combing wool can be ufed.
For foftnefs and for luftre, no wool equals it ; and the fkin,
with the fleece on, can be converted into a fur of very great
value, fome fpecimens of which have already been fent to
the China market. : .

They are in general very hardy.. In the winter feafon,
when the ground is covered with {now, they eat the fea-
weed very greedily, and often during long and fevere fnows
they have little elfe to live upon. Nature feems to have im-
parted to them a perfe® knowledge of the time at which
this food may be procured; for immediately upon the tide
beginning to fall, the fheep in one body run dire&tly down
to the fea-fhores, although feeding on the hills feveral miles
diftant from the fea, where they remain until the tide returns
and obliges them to feck their ufual haunts.

- It is to be regretted, that we know fo little of this pe-
culiar race of fheep, or of the time when they were intro-
duced, and the country from whence they came. The
wool, though intermixed with ccarfe hairs, poflefles a moft
extraordinary degree of foftnefs, approaching, if not equal-
ling, that from the fheep of Thibet, and might, if proper
attention were paid to it, be applied with advantage to the
manufaéture of thawls and other articles now imported from
the Ezft. None of the European wools which we have
feen, poflefs this quality in any degree to be compared with
that from the Shetland fheep. The circumitance of the fine
wool growing as down urder a pile of coarfe wool or hair,
is not peculiar to thefe theep. We believe that unmixed
fine wool is rather a produ& of cultivation than natural to
the animal in a wild ftate. In the argali, as well as in nume-
rous animals, the inhabitants of cold countries, the fkin is
covered with a fhort fine down, and this is proteéted by a
covering of longer coatfe hair growing through the former.
By regular keeping and warmth, the coarfe hairs fall off in
many animals, and this has probably been the cafe ori inally

* with all our fine-woolled fheep, many of which, if neg%e&ed,
fhew indications of their original condition, growing coarfe
hair intermixed with the finer parts of the fleece. Even in
the coarfeit woolled fheep of cold countries, fuch as the
Heath fheep in the Highlands of Scotland, we have often
feen a {mall portion of tfine wool growing under the coarfe
fleeces with which thefe animals are covered. It appears to
be a beneficent provifion of the Author of nature, to ac-
commodate animals to different climates. European fheep
removed between the tropics, languifh and become fickly
from exceffive heat, and lofe their fleeces in the courfe of
the enfuing year. They are afterwards covered with a thin
crop of coarfe fhort hair. We have feen a finely-fhaped ram,
of the European breed, brought from Louifiana, which was
entirely covered with white hair, as coarfe and fhort as that on
adog. We have no doubt, however, that in hot climates,
where fheep have the advantage of a mountain pafture, that
with care and proper fhelter thefe fleeces might be preferved,
but they would certainly be a ufelefs incumbrance. Fine
fleeces {feem to be more peculiarly the produce of cool or
temperate climates; for 1t is obferved, in moft of our Eng-
lith fheep, that the part of the wool or ftaple which is
grown during winter, is finer than that part which is grown
in fummer. Extreme heat and cold appear to have both an
effe@ upon the fkins of fheep, to cover them with coarfe
hair ; but in cold climates there is al{o a tendency in the ani-
mal to produce a fine down underneath. It is not impro-
bable that the Shetland fheep may have been originally de-
fcended from the Tarentine breed, the ¢ molles oves,”” which

the Romans had introdiiced into Britain their infular
fituation protecting them, in a confiderable degree, from in.
termixture. For, according to Dr. Anderton, though the
coarfe-woolled Heath fheep are introduced into thefe ifles,
the native a&ive fheep frequenting the more defolate wilds
at the greateft diftance from man, withdraw themfelves from
the others, and thus the breed is only partially debafed by
accidental firagglers. The whole fyftem of management, re-
fpeéting thefe theep, is direétly the reverfe of what it fhould
be, and it is truly aftonithing that they have preferved f{o
long the peculiar foftnefs of the wodl. Could thefe fheep
be mtroduced into more favourable fituations, and proper
attention paid to them, we have no doubt that their wool
might be grown free from the coarfe hairs with which it is
at prefent intermixed; it would then be of far greater value
than the fineft Merino fleeces, as it might be applied to the
fabrication of fhawls, approaching in foftnefs to thofe of
Cafthmere.

We have now to defcribe the long-woolled. breed of
fheep, which may be confidered as almoit peculiar to Great
Britain and Ireland; for though fheep of this breed are
found in Flanders, and fome other parts of Europe, their
number is inconfiderable ; and they no where exift with the
fame perfe&ion of form, and producing the fame quantity
or quality of wool as in the united kingdoms. Their fleece
is the envy of the other manufa&uring countries of Europe,
and can only be grown upon rich paftures. Long combing
wool, and the varieties, will be defcribed under the article
Woor ; but it may be peceflary here to ftate that the
longer kind varies from fix to about nine or more inches in
the length of the ftaple, or filaments. In 'the manufa&ure
of this wool by the comb, the fibres are laid parallel;
whereas in fhort-clothing wool, they are broken in all di-
rections by the cards.

Long wool is manufa¢tured into fhalloons, camblets, mo-
reens, bombazeens, and 'various other articles; and a large
quantity is alfo manufaCured into what is called horfe-
millenery, confifting of girths, fringes, and other articles of
ufe or ‘ornament in equipages. The coarfer kind makes the
warps for carpets. .

Short combing wool is manufa&tured into hofiery.

The Lincolnfhire fheep may be confidered as the original
of our heavy fheep in England. Thefe, with the new Lei-
cefter or Difhley breed, have nearly fupplanted the other
varieties of long-woolled fheep. The Lincolnfhire breed
has alfe been generally fomewhat changed of late, by an
intermixture with the Leicefter breed. The original Lin-
colnfhire theep have no horns, and long carcafes ; the ewes
weighing from 141bs. to 20 1bs, per quarter ; the three-year
old wethers from 201bs. to 301bs. The average weight of
the fleece is about ¢2 lbs., or three fleeces to the tod of
281bs. Some of the heavier fleeces weigh 141bs. The
richer parts of Lincolnthire will fupport five of thefe theep
on the acre; and when we take into account the price of
the wool, which in 1814 was 2s. per pound, it will be feen
that the fheep of this delcription are the moft profitable for
the lands to which they are fuited. The improvement made
in their form, by the mixture with the Leicefter breed, re-
duced the weight of the fleece; but the extraordinary de-
mand for heavy combing wool is inducing fome of the
farmers to return to their heavy breed. It is probable that
this kind of wool will not foon fall under 1s. 64. per pound 3
and the produ&ion of ‘a fleece, which weighs 10 or 12 ibs.,
muft be an obje& of attention to the grower, not lefs than
that of the carcafe. For though the wool from the Lei-
cefter breed is fomewhat finer, the weight feldom exceeds
7 1bs., and the difference of price is not more than about 2s.

per
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per tod of 281bs. The advantage of the latter breed con-
fifts in being made fit for the butcher in lefs time : in this it
excels all the other breeds before known. At the time
when Mr. Robert Bakewell of Difhley, in Leicefterfhire,
dire@ed his attention to the improvement of .fheep, the
price of long wool was lefs than 4d. per pound : the fleece was
hence of little value to the grower, and Mr. Bakewell was
exclufively employed in improving the carcafe of fheep, and
all other domeftic quadrupeds. Previoufly to about the
middle of the laft century, little attention was paid to the
improvement of live-ftock, except horfes. Nothing could
be more repugnant to common fenfe than the general prac-
tice of farmers: they feleGted for flaughter that part of
their flock which was moft difpofed to fatten, as offering
them an early profit ; the remainder were left to breed from
promifcuoufly. A confiderable part of England was then
uninclofed, and the flocks of different proprietors being un-
avoidably intermixed, prevented a due regard to the im-
provement of the breed. Mr. Bakewell commenced his
improvements fubfequent to the year 1760, and fucceeded
in exciting the attention of the public to the amelioration
of live-fiock, by fhewing the moft effe€tual method of ac-
complifhing this important object. The principal objeét
which Mr. Bakewell had in view, in his improvement of dif-
ferent animals, except horles, was to produce the greateft
;_;veight and value of fleth, with the fmalleft expence of
ood. . . .

Auvailing himfelf of the obfervations which he had made
on different animals, that certain peculiarities of form were
always attended by a difpofition to grow fat, and that ani-
mals inherit this difpofition from their anceftors; and if
they are kept free from intermixtures with other breeds, in
the courfe of a few generations the peculiar properties will
be perpetuated, and form a diftinét race ; the laws of animal
life being in this refpe&t regular and permanent. He,
therefore, fele@ed from his own flock, and from the flocks
of others, thofe fheep to breed from, which poflefled in the
greatelt degree that perfe€tion of form he was defirous to
attain and perpetuate. By judicioufly croffing them, and
feleting the moft perfeét of] their progeny, he at length
fuccegded in forming the breed, which has been diftinguifhed
by the name of the new Leicefter or Dithley breed; and
having attained his obje&, he carefully guarded againtt any
future intermixture with other breeds. This breed exceeds
all others in its propenfity to fatten; and by crofling with
rams from this breed, a very confiderable portion of the
" Jong-woolled theep in England have been greatly improved

in this refpect. '
The peculiar charaéters of thefe fheep have been well de-
fcribed by Mr. Culley, an eminent grazier in Northumber-
- land, who introduced the breed into that part of England.
« The Difhley breed are particularly dittinguithed from
other long-woolled breeds, by their fine lively eyes, clean
heads, ftraight, broad, flat backs, round (barrellike)
bodies, very fine {mall bones, thin pelts, and inclination to
fat at an early age. The laft property is probably owing
to the before-fpecified qualities, which, from obfervation
and experience, there-is reafon to believe extends generall
through every {pecies of domeftic quadrupeds, The Difhley
breed is not only peculiar for its mutton being fat, but alfo
for the finenefs of the grain: the flavour is {uperior to the
mutton of moft other long.woolled breeds. The weight of
the carcafe may be ftated in general: ewes, three or four
years old, from 181lbs..to 261lbs. per quarter; wethers,
two years old, from 20 lbs. to 301bs.”” The fleece is fated
by Mr. Culley at 8 1bs. ; but in Leicefterfhire, we believe,
the average weight is not more than 6 or 7 1bs., about four

and five to the tod. The wool is finer and fhorter than
the Lincolnfhire, and a portion of it is better {uited for the
hofiery trade than for thin goods, fuch as fhalloons, &c.;
but coafidering the difference of weight, the fléece is not
fo profitable to the grower as that from the Lincolnfhire
theep.

There are two reafons for killing the wethers of the
Difhley breed at two years old: firft, they leave the moft
profit; and, fecondly, if kept longer, they grow too fat
for genteel tables. It is very common for two-years old
wethers to cut four inches thick of fat on the ribs, and
from two to three inches all down the back. Even ewes of
this kind, which have bred and fuckled lambs till July,
when killed about the Chriftmas following, will frequently
meafure four or five inches thick of fat on the fides, and
two or three inches down the back, all the way from the
head to the tail; and though fheep of this breed are not
eminent for much tallow, yet ewes, under fuch circum-
ftances, generally produce from 18 lbs. to 24 lbs. of tallow
each. This mutton is not fo inviting as the leaner kinds,
but it finds a ready market among the manufa&uring and
laborious part of the community. '

The graziegs in different parts of England, who had been
too negligent refpefting the improvement of ftock, no
fogner became fenfible of the poffibility of forming a race of
theep, that would produce a large weight of meat it a much
fhorter time than before known, than they became defirous
of introducing’ the breed; and the tafte for growing fat
meat became generally adopted, and in many inftances
without proper regard to other confiderations. In fome in-
ftances, fine-woolled flocks were croffed with this breed,
and it was vainly expefted that they fhould preferve the
quality of the wool, and increafe the carcafe at the fame
time. In other inftances, the Leicefterthire breed were in-
troduced on land only fuited for a lighter race of fheep;
and even where the paitures were fuitable, the propenfity to
fat was encouraged, until it became a difeafe, and the ani-
mal was fcarcely able to move under its own weight.
‘Whatever the-advocates of this breed -may advance in its
fupport, it cannot be contended that the mutton is equal
in flavour to that of the {maller {fheep.

The obje&t of Mr. Bakewell was in thefe inftances mif-
taken: it was not to produce meat for the tables of the
rich, but to fupply fubftantial nourifhment for the working
claffes. 'We have heard him fay, ¢ a {mall quantity of this
fat meat, cooked over a large dith of potatoes, is a good
dinner for a poor man’s family ; and this is what I propofed
in the felection of this breed.”

The increafed demand for animal food could not have..
been fupplied had not {ome improvement taken place, and
the working clafles will ever prefgr the fatteft meat. Inthis
refpe&t they refemble the North American Indians and the
back fettlers, who regard fat as the only nutritious part
of meat, and accordingly Volney defcribes the lean by a
name which' fignifies meat bread. The rage for exceflively
fat meat has in fome degree fubfided, and the new Leicefters
are likely to be confined to thofe diftriéts which are pecu.
larly fuited for their growth, and the objeé& of the grazier
will be directed to producing a large quantity of meat for
the confumption of the workmg clafles. Inftead of at-
tempting to improve the fine-woolled breeds by crofles with
a heavy race, it would be more judictons to purfue the
fame plan of improvement with thofe breeds which Mr,
Bakewell attempted with fuch {uccefs in the heavy fheep.

The improvement of the carcafe may, we are com-
vinced, be effeted without injuring the quality or diminithin
the quantity of the wool. Of this Mr. Bakewell was Weﬁ

) aware,
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-aware, but the price of wool in England at the time of the
American war (the period of his celebrity) was fo low,
that he ufed to fay, it v 'uld be defirable to grow fheep
without wool, and confine the attention to the carcafe ex-
clufively. ' o

In fele@ing the moft profitable breed of fheep for a
farm, it can never anfwer to ftock hilly diftrits with a
heavy race of fheep, and in fuch diftricts the improvement
of the wool is an obje& more particularly deferving atten-
tion, becaufe we believe it would be poffible to grow an
equal weight of wool of a much finer quality than what
is produced by many of our coarfe-woolled breeds of theep,
and particularly by the Heath fheep, which pafture the
mountainous parts of North Britain.

In rich pa{{’ures, weight of carcafe muft in a confider-
able degree fuperfede the improvement of the wool, at
leaft fo far as relates to its finenefs ; for the real intereft of
the grower of long wool is to produce a heavier fleece.
At the prefent price of wool, a Lincolnfhire fleece of twelve
pounds being more valuable than any other native Englith
fleeces. To combine, therefore, the perfe&ion of form in
the Difhley breed with the heavy fleece of Lincoln, is what
will beft reward the owners of long-woolled, flocks.

There are, befides long and fhort-woolled fheep, numerous
flocks which produce wool. fuited for the comb, but of a
finer and fhorter kind than the heavy combing wool. The
worfted yarn made from this wool is fpun foft, and manu-
faGured into hofiery. A very confiderable quantity of
wool, fuited for hofiery, is grown in the county of Kent ;
but the breed of fheep which produce it, has not any dif-
tin&t name, and appears to have originated from an inter-
mixture of the fhort-woolled theep of the fouthern coun-
ties with heavy long-woolled ftheep. We believe there is
no country in Eurepe, which at prefent produces combing
wool of this kind equal in quality to that grown in Eng-
land. See WooL and 'WoRSTED. '

Sueep, Stealing of, is now made felony without benefit
of clergy. See CATTLE.

By an ancient ftatute, no perfon thall keep, at one time,
above two thoufand fheep ; but lambs are not to be ac-
counted fheep till they are a year old. (2{5 Hen. VIII.
c. 13.) Perfons exporting fheep fhall forfeit them, and
205, for every fheep, &c. (12 Car. Il c.32.) And
perfons in the counties of Kent and Suffex, within ten
miles of the fea, are to give an account, in writing, after
fheep-fhearing, of the number of fleeces, to the next
officer of the cuftoms, &c. (9 & 10 W. IIL. c. 40.)
See WooL.

Suger, Clatting of, in dgriculture, a term given to the
bufinefs of preparing the ewes of them for lambing in fome
places, which commonly takes place about a week before
the lambing feafon commences. In fuch cafes the ewes
are ufually driven into a pound, when the clatter, looker,
or fhepherd, draws them out fingly and feparately, turning
them upon their backs, and removes with the fhears the
locks of wool from the underfides of their tails, from about
their udders, and from the infides of their thighs. This
becomes neceffary, in confequence of the dirt and filth
which often adhere to the wool about thefe parts, efpe.
cially in moift growing fpring feafons, when the ewes are
affeCted with much purging. The wool being removed in
this manner, not only renders the parts more neat, but en-
ables the lamber, or perfon who has the care and dire&ion
of the bufinefs of lambing, to diftinguifh when the ewes
have lambed, by the mark or ftain which is generally left
on the back parts of the udders; as, if fuch marks were
pot to occur, he would fometimes be at a lofs, as the

young ewes not unfrequently defert their lambs, and en-
deavour to efcape along with the other ewes, pafturing as
unconcernedly as if nothing had happened to them.

Some think, that it would alfo bé a good method -at
this time to have the different ewes marked in a different
way about the face, in the order of their lambing, and to
have thofe of different forwardnefs put together into fepa-
rate fuitable paftures, to be taken care of in the moft
proper ways.

The barren ewes, or thofe not with lamb, are likewife
now diftinguithed by the clatter, locker, &c. by their not
having any enlargement of their udders or their bellies, as
well as by their jumping and fkipping about in a nimble
manner ; fuch being ufually turned off direétly upon the
fattening grounds.

Surep, Lambing of, the bufinefs of managing the lamb-
ing of the ewe flocks, which is very effential and important,
though but little known or attended to in many places, even
where fheep are almoft the whole ftock of the farmer.
However, in confequence of this, and the employing of un-
fkilled perfons, much lofs is not unfrequently fuftained, to
the great injury and inconvenience of the fheep-grazing
farmer. In fome fituations, as thofe of the inclofed, dry,.
and warm kind, and the more poor mountairnous ones, as
well as the upland paftures and downs, fuch a very minute
attention to this bufinefs need not, perhaps, be beftowed,
as accidents lefs frequently occur, than on rich paftures or
marfhes, where the lambs are much expofed to danger and
deftruétion from many caufes, unlefs very carefully attended
to at this time. 'The nature of the principles and prafices
which are neceffary in the bufinefs of lambing, are, in fhort,
yet much too confined and too little known to fheep-farmers
in general to be of any great advantage. The firlt thing
which is requifite in preparing for this bufinefs, is the mak-
ing choice of proper dry warm fields and paftures for the
purpofe, and having them made as fafe and fecure as pof-
fible from the danger of all forts of accidents and incon-
veniences to -the lambs. Where they have large wet open
expofed ditches, or any other fort of inconvenient fences on
their fides or other parts, they fhould be well guarded and
fecured by means of fuitable low dead or other hedges
being raifed on the fides of them, by the ufe of fmall light
hurdles, about two feet in height, with two racks, fixed
down around them or in the moft dangerous parts; b
placing brufh-faggots of a proper fize round the fides of
their banks, -and ftaking them well down to prevent their
being difturbed by the winds and ftorms: by hanging old
fea-nets along their banks or borders; or by fome other
kind of cheap low defence, which the local nature of the
fituation may {uggeft. 'The nature of the paftures for this
ufe thould conftantly be fuch as are fine and fhort.in their
grafs, and neither of too poor nor-too rich a quality, as in.
({:{onveniencies are liable to take place from each of thefe

ates, C

It was formerly the pradtice to have the lambing of the
ewe flocks performed on a great breadth of pafture-land,
as two or three to the acre, or in a very thin manner, which
was extremely troublefome ; but it is now found that much
benefit attends its being done in a clofer or thicker way, as
ten or twelve more to the acre, in fome cafes ; as it is not
only more convenient and fuccefsful, but far more profit-
able. By thus doing it in a narrow compafs, according to
the ftate of the grafs, the work is more fafely gone on with,
is more under the dire€tion of the manager, and more con-
venient in cafe of difficulties arifing in it, while there is
much lefs danger of lofs among the ewes in confequence
of the nature of the keep, which is very material, as it is

» ) often
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often by no means inconfiderable, efpecially in certain cir-
cumitances and fituations towards the clofe of the lambing
{feafon. . ‘

In fome places it is not unufual, before the lambing takes
place, to provide a better fort of pafture-field for the re-
ception of fuch ewes as may chance to have twin-lambs,
as more food is required for them. Thisis beft when in
or near the middle part of the lambing paftures, as the
ewes and lambs, in that cafe, can be the moft readily and
conveniently removed, whereas in other circumftances there
is-often much trouble and difficulty cauled with the young
lambs, which fhould always be marked and removed as
foon as they are enabled to walk. ‘

The next preparatory bufinefs, in fome fituations, is
that of clatting the ewes, which commonly takes place a
little time before the lambing begins ; but in many places
this is wholly negle@ted and thought quite ufelels. See
Suxgp, Clatting of.

The lambing time takes place at different periods in dif-
ferent places, according to the nature of the fituation and
other circumitances, and often a week or ten days fooner
or later in the {ame {ituation, as the feafon may be more cr
lefs fevere, and the iftocking of the land has been more
light or more hard. But about the beginning of April is
probably the beft and moft general time. Early lambing
1s moftly advantageous, where the circumftances of the
land will admit of 1t. The feafon of lambing moftly con-
tinues about a month, and in fome places, where lambers
are employed without any lookers, two ‘guineas and the
lamb-fkins are paid for that time. : ‘

In the actual bufinefs of lambing, much care and atten-
tion are neceflary in the perfon who has the diretion and
management of it. In all natural cafes of this fort the
lefs that is done, perhaps, in general, the better, as nature
will for the moft part effe@ the bufinefs in the fafeft and
moft proper manner. The chief difficulty, it has been faid,
confifts in knowing when ewes fhould be affifted, as young
perfons employed 1n this management are much too apt to
wterfere, from which much mifchief and lofs not unfre-
quently proceed. The nature of the particular cafe, and
the workings of the ewes, thould conitantly be the prin-
cipal dire&ors in this matter. Some conceive, that when
ewes have been at work fome length of time, they fhould
be affifted ; others, that when the lambs’ tongues are pro-
truded from the mouths, they fhould have affiftance; but
neither of thefe rules is always to be depended upon.
There are {till others who think, that when the ewes rife
and walk off on being approached without any thing being
the matter, they require no interference ; but that when
they will not rife, but appear a good deal {pent, they
fhould have immediate affiftance. Some alfo {uppofe, that
confiderable force may be exerted in fuch cales without
danger. But though there may be fome truth in the re-
mark, it is always neceflary that much caution fthould be
taken where force is employed on thefe occafions. Befides
thefe, fomething may probably depend upon the ftate of
the feafons in this bufinefs, as affiftance will be lefs necelfary
in fuch as are cold, than when they are warm. 'T'he ewes
fhould, in fa&t, never be meddled with in their lambing, in
thefe cafes, until there is an abfolute neceflity.

In all unnatural cafes of this kind, which vary very much
in different inftances, according to the nature of the un-
ufual part of the lamb which may prefent itfelf, and
which require the afliftance of proper perfons; thofe who
have had the fulleft experience, and are the moft cool and
cautipus, will be the moft proper for performing the bufi-
nefs, as where this is not the cafe, there will often be
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great lofs of lambs, as well as of ewes. . In every cale of this
nature, where much force, or any other means are necel-
{ary to be employed, very great care and circum{pection
thould conftantly be ufed to have it exerted and done in the
moft gentle, deliberate, and fafe manner poffible, as other~
wife much danger and inconvenience may arife, that might

_have bezn avoided.

In fome inftances, where the lambs are apparently dead
when they are lambed, they may be recovered and reftored by
forcing air into their lungs in an ealy manner. This fhould
however always be done almoft inftantly afterwards, other-
wife it {eldom fucceeds.

As foon as the lambs are brought forth, they have com-
monly fonie mitk from their mothers given them, or are
allowed to {uck them for fome little time, which are fup-
pofed to increafe the affeCtion of the ewes for them; the
lambs being at laft left as clofe by the nofes of the ewes as
poflible, which fhould be done quickly, that they may not
go away without noticing them. The lambs are always
greatly ftrengthened and improved by the ewes licking them,
which they conftantly do, where they have a proper affec-
tion for them. When lambs drcop and hang their heads
immediately after they are lambed, they are bad and un-
favourable figns, as fhewing them to be in a weak and
dangerous ftate. The pratice often made ufe of in fome
places, of putting the tail of the lamb, which is juft lambed,
into thé ewe’s mouth, in order to promote her affe&ion for
it, is very filly, and of no avail. -

In the catching of all ewes in the lambing ftate, every
fort of exertion, trouble, and fatigue, {o as to injure them,
fthould be avoided as much as poflible, in order that.they
may lamb, or be affifted to lamb, in a cool [uitable ftate.

During the time of lambing, the looker, or other perfon
who has the management, fhould be very careful and atten-
tive eariy in the mornings, and at other times, in looking
over the ewes and lambs, to fce that they are not injured
or loft by negleét in any way. ‘

In cafes where this bufinefs is carried on upon a large
fcale, when every thing has been properly prepared and
got in readinefs, the lamber, or other perfon employed in
the management, begins his laborious and difficult under-
taking, by entering and going over the lambing paftures at
the time of day-break, with his lamb-hook in his hand,
that he may notice arid examine the ewes, raile up fuch as
have lain down, and determine whether {uch lambs as are
dropped be capable of fucking, which is commonly readily
decided by the diftenfion of the belly. In cafes where
this laft is not able to be done, the ewes are either catched,
and the lambs fuckled, or the lamber is provided with
fome ewe’s milk in a bottle for the purpofe, a precaution
which is eflentially proper on many occafions, as when the
weather is fevere, wet, and ftormy, in which circumitances
the lambs quickly perith, if not {upplied with fuch food.
This attention often flrengthens the lambs in a wonderful
manrer, and prevents much trouble in removing them and
the ewes to the pounds. The continuance of the affe&tion
of the ewes is proved by the callings and noife they make.
The twin lambs are now ufually marked, to prevent con-
fufion, as the ewes frequently leave one of them, after
which they are not meddled or interfered with for fome little
time, as a few hours, or a day, as their ftrength may be;
but as foon as they can walk, they are moftly removed with
the mothers into- better keep. The ewes which have fingle
lambs commonly remain in the patture-filds where they
have lambed, unlefs the number be great, in which cafe,
the lambs with the ewes are occafionally removed into the
pafture-fields, where they are intended to be kept during
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the fummer. It is fuppofed, that by the above pradtice
the lambing paftures are {fometimes lefs difcommoded, than
is the cafe where too great a number of ewes and lambs
are crowded together. Sometimes, when an ewe has loft
her lamb by any accident, and yet is deemed capable of
bringing one up, a twin lamb is given her. When a weakly
lamb, however, is put to an old ewe, the milk is often too
ftrong for it, and will fpeedily caufe its deftruion, by
fcouring or in other ways; fuch lambs are likewife in-
capable of keeping the udders of the ewes properly drawn,
by which means much injury is frequently done to them.
Thefe ewes are therefore often better turned off for fatten-
ing, than being employed in this way. Various methods
are pra&ifed with the ewes which have dead lambs, by
ufing {uch lambs fo as that their affeftions may be increafed,
and the ewes be drawn into the pounds, and have other
lambs put to them. All fuch meafures, however, often fail.
The cuftom of running the ewes down to get them into the
pounds is always very bad, as frequently caufing their de-
ftruétion. The ears of ewes being flapped down, and the
ewes not looking back, are in every cafe bad figns of affec-
tion, but the coatrary good ones. Lambing pounds are
moftly fupplied with fuitable pens or coops for the con-
venience of fuckling the ftrange lambs in. And the coats
of the natural lambs are fometimes employed on the others.
Whatever is done in this way, muft, however, be done by
deception, and not force, as the ewes are very refraltory.
Many other modes are had recourfe to in different cafes for
taming the refraory ewes, and caufing them to fuckle the
lambs in a proper manner.

It will now be neceflary for the lamber to be particu-

larly careful of the twin and other lambs, to fee that they
are regularly kept, and properly fuckled in all cafes, efpe-
cially thofe which are in a weakly ftate. For this purpofe
fome milk of the cow .or other kinds.is often carried and
made ufe of by him, which prevents trouble afterwards.
In thefe intentions, it is proper to go over the fields twice
or oftener during the day; and to be particularly attentive
in cold ftormy weather. All forts of accidents and dangers
are at thefe times to be looked to, and guarded againtt in
the mott cautious manner, )

About the end of the firlt week of the lambing feafon,
one-half of the ewes will moftly have lambed, and more
than two-thirds of them probably at the termination of the
fecond, when the ewes may be brought into a lefs compalfs,
and the lambing-field or pafture be cleared of all the twins
and mott of the fingle lambs, and they which are neceflary
may be had ready to cut, which in {uitable circumftances
is often done at this early period, by which the manager
will be freed from much of his future labour and
trouble.

By this fort of cautious attention and management in
the lambing of the ewe flocks, and the ufe of proper
forts of fhelter, a vaft faving of lambs and ewes may in
all cafes be made, and the interefts and profits of the
fheep-breeding farmer be very greatly aided and promoted.
See SHEEP. '

Surep, Names of; the feveral names which are given, ap-
plied, or appropriated to them, at different ages, in different
parts and places where they are much kept. Thefe are very
numerous, and of a very local nature ; but the following are

the greateft part of them.

afterwards

Males. Different Sexes. Females.
— A’ a) l e - N
. . Tinjes. . Bé)zgf{:“gf: Lin_coln. Dorfet. h%fg{ﬁ; nd , Borders. Lincaln. Dorfet,
Frf!?;ttg?tvgga:iil;g lamf)ed uiatxl Lambs. Lambs. Purs. Lambs. Lambs. Lambs. Chilvers.
From that of weaning until that .qp:_ .. § Hogs and : .
of the firft clip - g o }Hogs. Hogs. G_“dh“gs'{H_oggits. } Hogs. Thraves. Thraves.
Gimmers
Fr:)}rln ;hat of t.he firft to that of Dinmonts. Heeders. Shearlings,  Gimmers. and
e fecond clip - - - Sheeders
From that of the fecond until] Young ]
that of the third clip - § Wedders. § Two-hear.  Counters,
Fr:}r:ﬂtlhat Of_ the fhlrd _Chp f-or- Oldwedders. Three.thear.  Fronters.
From that of the fourth clip ever } Full-grown} Ewes

theep.
Such ewes as are broken mouthed}

and refufe are denominated - Drapes and

Drape ewes

Such ewes as are neither with lamb
nor give milk, are faid to be

Thefe arbitrary names, which are given to theep at different
periods of their exiftence, in different parts of the country,
ferve to guide the breeding and grazing fheep-farmers of
fuch places in their management with thefe animals.

SHEEP, Smearing of, the pradtice of falving or laying
them over with fome fort of fubftance of the un&uous kind,
for the purpofe of improving the wool, and preferving the
animals from difeafe. It is only had recourfe to in fome dif-
triés, and thofe moftly in the northern parts of the kingdorﬁ.
See SALVING of Sheep.

Raw unboiled tar, not mixed with butter, is fometimes

Crones in Norfolk and Suffolk,

in Lincolnthire and fome other counties.

} Eild, or Yield in Scotland.

very dangerous and hurtful to fheep, efpecially rams, when
laid on in large, or even moderate quantities. There are,
indeed, fome forts of tar which are very acrid, and blifter
fheep, caufing the wool to fall off, and the death of the
animals, When it is thin, and appears black on ftirring,
with an offenfive fmell, and cauftic acrid tafte, it fhould
never be ufed for fheep, efpecially without beiling, to de-
ftroy fuch properties. The perfons engaged in the work of
fmearing often find proofs of the danger of this fort of tar,
in the burning effefts which it has on their fingers. Good
fmearing tar, itis {aid, on being ftirred, hasa thick, brown,
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- ropy appearauce; and a more pleafant fmell, with a lefs
acrid -tafte than the other kind. Tar fhould probably
always be well mixed with butter in performing this fort of
work. d

SHEEP, Teeth of, the parts of the mouth of thefe animals
by which their ages are often, in fome meafure, afcertained.
‘When full-mouthed, they have ufually eight teeth of the in-
cifor kind in the lower jaw. They throw up two fuch each
year-until this takes place, by which means their fucking
teeth are difplaced or loft. See AGE of Sheep, and TEETH.

Sugep-Shearing, in Rural Economy, the bufinefs of clip-
ping or cutting off the coats or fleeces of fheep, by means
of fhears conftruéted for the purpofe, which are termed
awool-fbears. It allo fometimes fignifies the feafon in which
this fort of work is ufually performed, which was formerly,
and is evenin fome cafes at prefent, a fort of feftival. The
operation is performed in different ways by different perfons,
but the beft mode is that of the circular, or round the fheep,
inftead of the longitudinal, which is at prefent moft in ufe.
It is ufually performed about June or July, according to
fituation aud feaflon, but fhould not be done either toe early
or be too long protracted, as injury and inconvenience may
attend either extreme. A good clipper is capable of clip-
ping from {even to fourteen or fifteen, and up to twenty or
twenty-five in the day; and more are frequently done by
very expert perfons. Great care fhould be taken not to cut
or prick the animals ; but where this accident happens in the
northern parts of the kingdom, they touch the part with a
little tar, or theep-falve ; and in Sweden it is often done with
train-oil and refin melted together. And in addition to
what has been already obferved on this fubjeét, it may be
ftated, that much improvement has taken place in this art,
efpecially in the more {fouthern diftriéts of the kingdom, in
making ufe of the mode of clipping round the fheep, which
has gradually extended itfelf from the northern diftriéts of
the ifland ; by whichlefs wool is loft by being left upon the
fheep, and the bufinefs performed in a more expeditious, neat,
and convenient manner. It was much the praétice formerly
to clip lengthways of the fheep, and in fome cafes  in many
different dire&ions, according to the convenience of the per-
fon who executed the work, by which means it was often
ill done. Andin Ireland it has been ftated, thatthey clip in
thort ftrokes, catching a bit of wool firft in one place and
then in another; and that if they are not looked narrowly
after, they will leave many parts, {uch as the heads, tails,
and infides of the thighs, untouched.

‘We have, in {peaking of theep, noticed the moft proper
periods of performing this very important operation; and
the following remarﬁs, by Mr. Price, an excellent fheep-
farmer in the county of Kent, with the comments of Mr.
Culley, as ftated in the Annals of Agriculture, will fhew
the proper mode of managing the fheep in the time of fhear-
ing, as well as the manner of executing the bufinels with
thefe fheep-mafters. It is ftated by the former, that the
fheep-thearing in Romney-Marfh commences about Midfum-
mer, and finifhes about the middle of July. Thofe who
fhear firft, think they efcape the effe@s of the fly, and thofe
that thear late, apprehend they gain half a pound weight in
every fleece, by the increafed perfpiration of the fheep. In
early {hearing the wool has not the condition which it after-
wards acquires, but the hot weather occafions a good deal of
trouble in deteing the fly. Inorder to begin, a large pen
i filled with fheep ready for the coming of the fhearers, in
number from four to twelve, in propertion to the extent of
the flock. The time employed is from two to four days. The
fheep are let into a fmall pen, thirty or forty at a time, and
when taken out to be fheared, all except three, more are

put in, becaufe one or two only left would be apt to jump
out. A boy keeps the gate, and the account of the num-.
ber fheared, with fmall leaden tellers. Thefe fhearers by
})rofeﬁion differ much as to quantity and method of per-
ormance ; never begin early, but are fatisfied with eight or
ten hours fhearing : a good fhearer will fhear ten an hour, a
bad one feven. Their emulation tends only to difpatch and
profit, not excellence of performance, and the fheep are too
often pulled about in a rude ard barbarous manner, and even
wounded by the fhears with cuts of the length of three
or four inches, and the wool left unevenly fhorn: tar, or
{ome ointment, is then applied carelefsly by the boy, in or-
der to keep off the flies. The mafter’s office is ufually to
give the pitch-mark, and when one field 1s finithed, the
ﬂieep are returned, and others are in readinefs to take their
place.

The common mode of catching the fheep is by the
hinder leg, drawing the animal backward to thé adjacent
thearing-place, the hand holding the leg to be kept low ;
when at the place it is turned on its hack. Or they are
moved bodily, or one hard placed on the neck, and another
behind, and in that manner walked along ; the firft, or com-
mon mode, he thinks the moft fafe. The parts of fheep fed
on rich paftures, and flethy, if handled hard, and bruifed,
are liable to fatal mortifications ; an accident which often
happens, on which account the pens upon fome lands are
obliged to be lined with woollens, or many would die
from bruifes. The price of fhearing is 184. or 2. a fcore,
with a dinner, and 2s. 6d. or 1d. a ftheep without vic-
tuals, but with drink. They vary much in different
places. A good winder will wind 400 fleeces a day,
at the fame price per hundred as the fhearer has per {core.
The method of fhearing—the left fide of the fheep to the
fhearer’s left leg, his left foot at thercot of the fheep’s tail,
and his left knee at the fheep’s left fhoulder. The procefs
commences with the fhears at the crown of the fheep’s
head, with a ftraight cut along to the loins, returning to the
thoulder, and making a circu%ar fhear round the oft-fide to
the middle of the belly ; the off hinder leg next : then, the
left hand holding the tail, a circular thear of the rump to the
near huck of the fheep’s hind leg ; the two fore-feet are next
taken in the left hand, the fheep raifed, and the fhears fet-in
at the breaft, when the remaining part of the belly is fheared
round to the near  ftifle; laitly, the operator kneeling
down on his right knee, and the fheep’s neck being laid over
his left thigh, he fhears along the remaining fide.

However, on thefe ftatements Mr. Culley has made the
following praétical comments ; namely, that Mr, Price’s ob-
fervation is juft, with regard to the benefit arifing to wool
from being late clipped, and that it is confonant with’ the
opinion of the Lincolnfhire graziers and breeders, who have
paid more attention to the fubje&, and underftand it better
than any other of the profeflion in thisifland : but very great
attention is required from the fhepherd to keep the fheep,
under the circumitances of late chipping, free from the fl
and maggots, alfo from the danger of being beaten by {mall
flies, which faften on thofe parts where the points of the
thears have made the {malleft fcratch. But that, in regard
to fhearing feven or ten fheep in an hour, nothing can be
more abfurd and improper than fuch attempts, fince it is im-
poflible for the beft fhearer to clip the loweft number within
the time, and perform it well, asit ought to be done, Forty
years ago, the {ame abfurd praétice prevailed in Durham,
and particular men would clip fixty or feventy of that large
breed in a day ; but the confequence of fuch improvident
hafte was, that befides imperfe& fhearing, large pieces of
fkin were cut, particularly from the bellies of the theep,
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whicn, being conftantly peftéred and tortured in thofe parts
by the flies throughout the fummer, fuffered much injury
in their health'and condition, fome of them never recover-
ing. Several fheep have died immediately after fhearing,
owing, perhaps, to having their legs tied, which, with hur-
rying and tofling them about, breught on a colic or cramp,
putting a period to their exiftence in a moment. At that
time, in a flock of two hundred fheep, we feldom efcaped
without the lofs of one or two in a feafon; fince, in the
clipping of three thoufand and upwards annually, we have
not loft one thefe feven years. But, fays he, inftead of
dying their legs, and zrying who could clip the moff per hour,
or day, we have wifely begun to #ry who could clip the Z¢f,
and from that change of {yftem, inftead of clipping fifty
fheep per day, we think it a fair day’s work to clip twenty-
five upon an average. Where fheep are clipped by the
great, and the men paid for number done, thirty or up-
wards may be theared in the day ; but our’s are done by the
day, without hurry, and {carcely wounding a fheep in the
day. Each fhearer makes his peculiar mark on the theep,
red or blue, that bad fhearing may be detefted ; an ufeful
ftimulus to exertion. And he thinks that the fheep may be
caught by the hinder leg, above the hough, but not by any
means drawn backwards ; on the contrary. as foon as the
catcher has caught the fheep by the hough, he fhould draw it
backwards, until he can, with his left hand, reach the
threat, then, with the right hand behind its tail, he conveys
it along with eafe and fafety. He thus continues: thirty
years ago, it was the general pra&ice m this county (North-
umberland), and fome old-fathioned bigotted people adhere
to it ftill, to thear the theep thus; the clipper firft opened
the belly, and then, after tying all the four legs, fat down
upon a fack filled with firaw, the fheep lying between his
legs ; when, in the moft awkward manner, he {lathed and
tore the fleece off, beginning at the neck, and going down
the left fide firft, finifhing at the right. Inftead of clipping
around the fheep, as at prefent, they then clipped them
moftly lengthways. The prefent method is to begin at the
back part of the head, in order to give room for the thears
to make their way down the right fide of the neck, to the
open of the breaft. The man then fits down upon his right
knee, laying the head of the fheep over his left knee bent,
and beginning at the breaft, clips the underfide of the throat
upwards to the left cheek ; then takes off the back of the
neck, and all the way down below the left fhoulder. He
then changes to the contrary fide, and makes his way down
to the open of the right flank. This done, he returns -to
the breaft, and takes off the belly, after which it matters not
which fide he clips, becaufe being able to clip with either
hand, he meets his {hear-points exaétly at the middle of the
back, all the way, until he arrive at the thighs or legs. He
then places the fheep on its left fide, and putting his right
foot over the neck, and the other forward to the undermoft
hind leg, clears the right fide; then turning the fheep over,
finifhes the whole.

Our price for clipping ufed to be one fhilling per dozen,
and a gill of ale about ten o’clock, and another at four in the
afternoon. He fuppofes a man will have one fhilling and fix-
pence per dozen now ; but ae clip all with our own men,
moftly the fhepherds, many of whom now de it moft admi-
rably : and we have in general prevailed upon them to clip
with either hand ; which is not only the eafieft for the
clipper, but enables him to ‘do his work in the neateft and
moft complete manner.

Thefe remarks deferve the regard of the fheep-farmers in
ether diftri€ts, as well as the following hint by Mr. Price,
It is, fays he, aftonifhing to fee a good fhearer handle a

fheep ; he ftudies its eafe, and the fheep feems delighted in
its fituation.  This fhould always be the cafe with thefe ani-
mals, which are often much injured by coarfe management,
and the moft fober fteady men be conflantly employed.

The fat theep fhould always be fhorn earlier than thofe
which are lean. In the South Down fheep diftri&t, a good
fheep-fhearer is faid to be able to fhear fifty fheep daily, for
which he has 2s. 6.; or 1s. the {core, and board. Great care
fhould at all times be taken not to injure the fheep in fhearing,
as the leaft cut is fometimes dangereus, though at others not.
In cafes of "cuts, wax ointment or well boiled tar muft be
ufed, and the theep have an open airy palture.

The very fame method is taken in fhearing the lambs as in
that of the old theep, which, in many diftriéts, takes place
nearly at the fame time, or about the latter end of June and
the beginning of the following month ; fome fhearing them
immediately on their being weaned, but others fome little
time before, for the {ake of allowing the old ewes to become
fat. See SHERLING of Lambs.

The writer of the ¢ General Treatife on Cattle,”’ ftates,
that the royal flocks of fine-woolled fheep in -Spain are
fheared in the beginning of May. There are fhearing-
houfes, each of which will contan twenty thoufand fheep,

ad coft in building above five thoufand pounds iterling,
To thear a flock of fixteen thoufand fheep requires one hun-
dred and twenty-five men, a man fhearing twelve ewes, or
eight rams, in a day, The fheep are {weated previoufly to
being fheared, in a long, narrow, low gut, called the
fweating place, where they remain a night, crowded as clofe
together as the fhepherd can keep them. The fhorn fheep
are permitted to go to pafture if the weather be fine, re-
turning homein the evening, to pafs the night within fhelter
of the walls, or in the houfe, if cold or cloudy ; by which
means they are brought by degrees to endure the open air.

And it’is a paint of great confequence in this bufinefs ta
have a perfon well converfant with the winding of the wool,
in order that it may be well performed, and look in a proper
manner to the buyer. In {ome places the wool islaid in a
heap on being wound, and conveyed in the evening of the
fame day to the wool-lofts, or other depofitaries. Some
ftore their wool conftantly in upper chambers, as the moif-
ture which is produced by it on ground floors, when it is
continued there for any length of time, is fuppofed to be
very injurious to it.. See WooL.

Suerp-Fold, in Agriculture, a {pace of arable or other
land hurdled in for the purpofe of being manured, or a fort
of yard or other contrivance for the purpofe of confining and
keeping ftheep in during the nights or in bad weather, in order
to afford them prote€tion and fhelter, ‘They are fometimes
fixed, being conftruéted of any convenient fort of light mate-
rials, fo as to inclofe a {pace 1n proportion to the number of
fheep in the form of a kind of yard or fold, which is kept
conftantly well littered with fome fort of dry fubftance, fuch
as ftubble, refufe ftraw, dry fand, &c. during the time the
theep are folded and foddered in them, in order that as much
manure may be raifed as poffible.  In fome cafes alfo, for
the more perfect prote&ion of the fheep, they have fheds all
round them, under which the fheep may lie without injury
from rain, fnow, or any fort of moilture, Thefe are ufually
termed flanding folds, and are either formed about the home-
ftalls, or in fome dry, rather elevated fituations, on the farms,
having the bottoms well laid with fome fort of material that
is capable of keeping-the fheep dry and clean. Andin the
covered fold, or what is termed cotting, which is in ufe in
Herefordfhire, they are fometimes formed into different di-
vifions, fo as to contain certain numbers or kinds of theep,

They are, however, in other cafes formed fo as to be

moveable,
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moveable, either by means of wheels or other contrivances,
being drawn to’ different fituations according as they may be
wanted. See SHEEP-Houfe. _

There is likewife another fort of more imperfe& fheep-
fold, which is formed by the planting of trees in different
methods, {o as to afford the animals a fort of protettion
from the feverity of the winter feafon, as well as from the
exceflive heats of the fummer. Thefe are termed #ree-folds,
and fometimes plantation folds, from the mannerin which they
are formed. See TREE-Fold.

In the conftru&ion of the fecond fort of fheep-folds,
which were moltly formed in fome diftant parts of the farm,
in which cafes they were often denominated fanding-out folds,
a cheap and fimple method was had recourfe to by an excellent
fheep-farmer in Suffolk (Mr. Macro). He inclofed a double
fold with thirteen dozen of old hurdles feven feet long each,
formed of wands, and raifed a haulm fence around them, com-
pofed of upwards of fixty loads of wheat ftubble, the area of
the fold being littered with about thirty loads more.: in this
the flock were to be lodged where the field fold was unfafe, or
could not be removed from place to place, on account

~of froft, fnow, or flood; and it is ftated, that he made

during the fame winter feafon, 493 loads of manure, im-
proving at the fame time the condition of his flock. The
Iand, 1t 1s obferved, lay at too great a diftance to be
manured from the home-ftall. He likewife adds,. that be-
fore he thought of this plan, his {heep were always obliged
to lie in bad weather, upon a certain fheltered part of the
heath, where the fold manure was not only loft to his farm,
but the grafs-on which the dung was heaped in fuch quan-
tity became fo coarfe and four, that nothing would eat it ;
and that, exclufive of this injury, he ufed to lofe by mor-
tality, in a wet or {evere feafon, during yeaning time, a much

reater number of both fheep and lambs, for want of the
ﬁry, warm- lodging of a fheltered fold, the advantage of
which he eftimzated at thirty or forty pounds a-year at leaft.
He faved not lefs by his improved plan than thirty lambs in
a year, befides fheep amounting toa greater number of lambs
than he ufually reared in one year during the period of his
fatming bufinefs. -

And by the forming of thefe folds in any other cheap
convenient manner, fimilar benefits may be derived by the
fheep-farmer,

In all thefe cafes the fheep fhould be littered down as above
as often as neceflary, and be well fed, twice in the day at leaft,
with fuch food as has been provided, being let out during
the middle of the day, except when the feafon 1s very
ftormy and fevere, Itisftated in the Annals of Agriculture,
that one hundred and thirty-four fheep confined in this way
for the period of fix weeks, and littered with five loads of
forty truffes each of oat-ftraw, forty pounds to the trufs,
made twenty-eight large loads of manure, confuming two
acres of turnips within the time.

" The great fuperiority of this fort of fold over that of the
naked moveable kind, is therefore fufficiently obvious, and
may probably be had recourfe to at all fealons with fome
advantage. See SHEeep, and ForpiNg of Sheep. Alfo
SrEEP-Yard.

A fheep-fold has been lately invented by Mr. Plowman
of Broome, Norfolk, upon an improved and very fimple
principle, combining many advantages over the old and ex-
penfive method of folding by burdles ; and as the whole fold

-can be removed with eafe at all times, it will be found pecu-
liarly ufeful in feeding off turnips on the land in frofty wea-
ther, when hurdles cannot be ufed. It is ftated that the ex-
pence, in the firft inftance, will exceed that ‘of hurdles,
for the fame given quantity of fheep; but having had

one in ufe nearly three years, he is fatisfied the faving
will be very confiderable: for, beforé he adopted this me-
thod of folding, he loft from thirty to forty nights folding
in the year, owing to the land being hard in dry fea-
fons 3 which renders folding almoft impradticable, as they
never can be fet without great labour and deftru&ionof
hurdles. He is alfo clearly of opinion, that the ftock of
fheep will be greatly increafed when this method of foldin
becomes more known ; and that it will enable many {mal
farmers to keep from 50 to 100 fheep, who are now de-
terred from it on account of the fmall quantity of feed they
have not anfwering to keep a man for that purpofe enly ; but
by this plan, they may kecp a boy at 3s. or 3s. 6d. per week,
who can attend on 10c or 200 fheep, and move the fold
himfelf without any affiftance.  In heavy gales of wind it
frequently happens that the hurdles are blown down, and the
fheep of courle being at liberty to range over the crops do
incalenlable mifchief, which cannot happen with this fold.
And in fome counties in England, where hogs are folded,
great difficulties are experienced for want of {towage, for
them to feed ofl winter taves, &c. &c. as they root up every
ftake or hurdle; and having tried the experiment, he is
certain this fold will keep them in, and defy their attempts to
difplaceit. And an attonithing quantity of time is {aved,
as a man can remove a fold to contain 300 fheep in five mi-
nutes, which by the old method frequently takes {ome hours
to accomplith.  Many are now ufing folds from his model ;
and he received for the invention the gold medal of the So-
ciety for the Encouragement of Arts, &c. _

It is further remarked, that where the fold is wanted to be
ufed on very hilly ground, it muit be begun at the top and
worked down to the bottom for the eafe of removing it,
and then drawn up again with a horfe. This, however, he
has never had occafion to do, for his land is ploughed in a
contrary dire€tion, and he works the fold in the fame courfe
as the ridges. By this means the inconvenience is avoided
of crofling the furrows; and they are alfo a guide to keep
the fold in a ftraight dire€tion.  With refpeét to the fheep
getting under, he does not recolleét that circumitance to have
ever happened, nor does he conceive that any land, which is
cultivated, can be fo uneven as to admit of it.

This fheep-fold is twenty-one feet in length and three
feet eleven inches in height, being compofed of a top-rail,
and bars below pafled through uprights ; the whole moving
on low caft-iron wheels, and made ftrong, but in a light
manner.

Suree-Houfz, a {ort of flight wooden building, conftruéted
for the purpofe of containing and proteéting theep in bad
weather, &c. THoufes of this kind are ufually made low,
for the fake of warmth in the winter, being moftly a third
part longer than they have breadth ; they fhould alfo be
fufficiently large for the quantity of fheep they are to con-
tain, The fides thould be lined with boards, and the bottoms
be laid in an even manner with ftone or fome other material,
that the litter may be well impregnated with the urine of
the fheep. And it has been advifed to have the fides expofed
to the fun, fet with lined moveable hurdles, that when it {hines
the whole may be laid open, to afford due refrefhment, and
give the fheep an opportunity of feeding upon the pafture
wherein they ftand. They fhould be well and fecurely co-
vered with {fome fort of proper material upon the tops. They
are fometimes fixed in particular fitnations, but in other
cafes, which is the more improved method, fo conftruéted
as to be capable of being removed as they may be wanted,
One of the latter kind, employed on the farm of the Hon.
George Villers, in Hertfordfhire, which is very complete,

is defcribed, with a plate, in the Corrected Agricultural Sur-
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vey of that diftri&, lately publifhed by the Board of Agri-
culture. ‘

In this fheep-houfe the wheels are fixed to the fides, being
fixteen inches in diameter, and having an axle-tree to harnefs
the horfe to, with weather-boarded flaps hung with hinges,
to turn up and button againit the fides when it is removed.
It has alfo folding doors to open when the fheep are let in
or out, and fixed weather-boarding, with cover-boarded
windows to open on hinges fideways, in order to put fodder
into the racks, Likewife a canvas roof, with open railing
for air, .

It is obferved, that the length of the building is from
twenty feet to any length ; the width to be fuch as to en-
able the building to pafs through the field-gates ; the wea-
ther-boarding and flaps to be made as thin as poflible, and
covered with pitch.

But how far the advantages of houfes of this {ort may
compenfate the expences of conftruéting and keeping them
in repair, has not been fully thewn ; nor has perhaps a fuf-

ficient number of trials been made to fhew the benefit of

confining fheep in covered houfes or folds, - or whether the
economy of the animals is well fuited to fuch a fyftem.
Some circumftances of advantage attending the pratice of
houfing fheep have certainly been ftated, but no fatisfactory
comparative experiments have, fo far as we know, been
made. And from the plan being little or not at all adopted
in many extenfive fheep diftri¢ts, and in others where it once
prevailed being either wholly in difufe or much on the de-
cline, as is well known to be the cafe in Gloucefterfhire
and the county of Hereford, there feems reafon at leaft to
prefume that it is not fo neceflary or fo well fuited to the
habits of the animal, nor even fo beneficial as has been fup-
pofed by fome writers on the fubje&. See Smeep, and
FovpiNG of Sheep. '

Houfes of this nature, for the purpofe of fheltering theep
and lambs in bad weather, are formed in a very cheap and
fimple manner in Romney-Marfh, as may be feen in Price’s
account of the fheep-hufbandry of that diftri&.

SHuEEP-Hurdles, the flakes or fort of fence-gates which
are fet up fo asto confine fheep at the time of folding them
on arable land, or while they are feeding down, or upon
any particular fort of food. They are of feveral dif-
ferent kinds, and either clofe or open; but the former are
in general to be preferred, as affording the moft fhelter. It
is obvious that the number required to inclofe a certain {pace
muft depend upon the length. See HurpLE.

Sueep-Hufbandry or Farming, that fort of farm manage.
ment which relates to or has fheep for its principal objeét.
There are various modifications ef this fort of farming, de-
pending upon the differences in the circumftances of the
lands, their. nature and fituations, as well as other local
matters. ' See SHEEP.

It is not improbable but that in this fort of hufbandry and
farming, the mofl benefit and advantage may often be de-
rived where there is a judicious intermixture and conjunc-
tion of other forts of management, as thofe of cultiva-
tion, cattle, planting, and fome others, fheep being con-
ttantly the great obje&. - By fuch means advantages are
afforded and brought forth in a great variety of different
. ways to the individuals themf{elves as well as the community
at large. )

In this fort of farming management it is of much confe-
quence to have recourfe to the fixing upon fuch plans and
methods as are the beft and moft {uited to the ftate and na-
ture of the farms and markets for the fales of the animals,
In cafes where the farms are high, and of a cold expofed na-
ture, the wether fyftem may often enter largely into the

plan which is to be adopted. Where they are of the more
mixed nature, and confift of high, as well as low lands, they
may fometimes be moft {uitably ftocked, in a partial manner,
with ewes and lambs, and with wethers. In thofe of the.
more common fort, the breeding or rearing fyftems, ac-
cording to circumftances, may frequently be the moft pro.
fitable modes. And in rich grafs land and mixed farms,
which are provided with parks and paftures, as well as arable
lands, the fheep-farmer may not unfrequently be tempted
to fatten the faleable part of his fheep-ftock, particularly
where the markets are convenient for him in refpe& to
diftance. .

In all thefe forts of farmsin this kind of hufbandry, the
breeds or kinds of fheep fhould always be feleGted and pro-
vided with a perfe& confideration of their nature, and the
management of the fheep be carefully dire¢ted with the fame
intention. The means of difpofing of them fhould alfo he
well regarded. Many other circumftances likewife require
attention in this fort of hufbandry and management. The
inquirer may find much ufeful information on the {ubjeét of
Highland fheep-farms and fheep-farming, in the third volume
of the ¢ Tranfadtions of the Highland Society.’’

Sueep-Marks, and Marking, the marks and means of
performing thofe which are put upon fheep in different
ways and manners ; as by means of tar, ochre, reddle, wad,
and other fimilar fubftances, and by cutting the ears of the
animals in different forms and methods. Thefe are ufeful
and neceflary to the fheep-farmer on many occafions and
accounts ; they ferve to diftinguifh his particular theep and
flocks from thofe of others, to difcriminate the feveral dif-
ferent kinds, and to point out the various forts of manage-
ment which are neceffary with different kinds of fheep and
lambs, as well as to anf{wer different purpofes in the fale of
them, &c. In the marking with tar, a tool or contrivance
having letters fixed to the end of it, is moftly made ufe of,
the initials of the name of the farmer being moft commonly
employed. With the other matters different methods are
taken; fuch as wetting and rubbing them on flates, ftones,
or other matters, and then marking the fheep with them in
the ways that may be thought neceflary. Sheep and lambs
are marked by thefe means in many different parts, as in
the faces, on the fides, the hips, and in {everal other places ;
the work being moitly done according to the fancy of the
perfon engaged in it, or of the owner of the flock, often in
different curious modes and forms, as ftraight lines, curves,
circles, and a variety of other more out-of-the-way methods.
The marking of the fheep in the ears is performed by cutting
them with a fharp knife in different forms and mannerz, as in
that of a fork, an under and upper flant, an under and upper
fquare, an under and upper notch, a ftaple, an under and
upper {lit, ftraight flit, a crop, a crop and flit, a hole, ahole
and {lit, &c. All thefe feveral modes may be feen repre-
{ented in Price’s Syftem of Romney-Marfh Sheep-grazing.

Marking fheep in the ears, in thefe or other methods,
forms excellent and correét means of diftin&ion, for knowing
them by, in a variety of cafes and circumftances in fheep-
farming.

Dr. Lewis recommends the following compofition for
marking of fheep ; viz. melted tallow, with fo much char-
coal, in fine powder, ftirred into it, as is {ufficient to make
it of a full black colour, and of a thick confiftence. This
mixture, being applied warm, with a marking-iron, on pieces
of flannel, quickly fixed or hardened, bore moderate rub.-
bing, refifted the fun and rain, and yet could be wathed out
freely with foap, or ley, or ftale urme. In order to render
it ftill more durable, and prevent its being rubbed off, with
the tallow may be melted an eighth, fixth, or fourth of its

weight
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weight of tar, which will readily wath out along with it from
the wool. Lewis’s Com, Phil, Techn. p. 361. )

Suggp-Pens, the divifions made by the fmall moveable
gates or hurdles, which are fet up to keep fheep in fome
particular fituation. They are ufually formed on a dry
place, about the corners where different inclofures of the
pafture kinds meet, fo as to be convenient for the whole.
They are ufeful in examining and fele@ing the fheep, being
divided fo as to contain about three dozen fheep each, as
by this means they are always at the command ef the fhep-
herd for any purpofes he may have in view. The bot-
toms fhould be firm and-dry, fo that the fheep may not be
foiled.

Pens or coops are likewife made and ufed in the pounds
where the ewes are lambed or put, in fome fheep diftri&ts.
Thefe are ufually about two feet feven or eight inches in
the {quare, into each of which one ewe and the Iamb are put,
and fuckled, where there is a difinclination in the ewes to let
their own lambs fuck, as occafionally happens, and where
ftrange lambs are put to them. Two of ‘the fide-boards of
thefe pens are capable of being lifted up and let down fo as
jult to admit the ewes ; in which they meve with difficulty,
confequently are not able to reach the lambs to beat them
away; by which means they thus find an opportunity
of {ucking againft the wills of the ewes. Thefe pens are
therefore often very convenient in thefe cafes, two of which
are moftly kept in each lambing-ground or yard. See
SHEEP-Pound.

SHEEP-Pound, any fort of narrow inclofure for the con-
fining of fheep. Pounds of this kind are of many different
forts, and ufeful for feveral different purpofes in the manage-
ment of theep-flocks, as thofe of lambing, catching, forting,
and drefling them in different ways, &c. They f{ometimes
occupy pretty large fpaces of ground, but at other times are
only of very {mall extent. '

SHEeEP Rubbing-poffs, the {mall pofts and pieces of wood
which are fixed up 'in fheep-paftures for them to rub them-
felves againft. They are fometimes fimple upright polts,
but at others they have crofs pieces put through them. They
are very neceflary and ufeful to the animals. See Rus-
BING- P/l . , ‘

SHEEP-Shears, the fhears ufed in clipping er fhearing of
. fheep. 'They are frequently termed wool-thears, They are

made with a {pring bow in the handle part, which caufes them
to open readily in working with them. The handle part is
moftly about fix inches in length, and that of the blade about
five ; but fhears of this kind vary much in fize in different

laces.

P SHEEP-Skin, or Pelt, the common covering by which the
fheep is furrounded and defended. The fkins of thefe ani-
mals differ much in thicknefs, fize, and other properties, ac-
cording to the nature of the different breeds. Sheep pelts,
or fkins, fometimes form an article of great utility and profit
to theep-farmers, being fold to the fell-mongers, or other per-
fons in their neighbourhood, under conftant contraéts by the
year, at different prices; as from the time of fhearing to
Michaelmas, at from 1s. to 1s5. 64. ; from that until Shrove-
tide, at from 2s. to 2s. 64. ; and from Shrovetide to thear-
ing-time again, at from 3s. to 3s. 64. Something of this
method is pur{ued by the South Down fheep-farmers in the
fale of their fheep-fkins, as well as by thofe of feveral other
great fheep diftriéts, by which great advantage often arifes,

Surer Wafhing-Hooks, the long-handled hooks which
are made ufe of in wathing fheep in fome places. 'The hooks
are in thefe cafes fixed at the fmall ends of the long handles,
in feveral different forms, as in that of fomewhat the manner
of an S; that of two fmall forts of half circles; with a little

4t

ftraight portion in the middle, to which the handle is joined,
and, in fhort, quite ftraight portions. They are very ufeful,
in fome inftances, in guiding and dire@ing the fheep in this
bufinefs. . )

Suggp-2ard, any fort of inclofed yard or place in which
fheep are confined and kept, either for the purpofe of bring-
ing forth their young, feeding, or fattening. Thefe forts of
yards are now becoming pretty general in many fheep dif-
triéts, as well as fome other places. They are made in fe-
veral different ways, according to the nature of the fituation
and other circumftances; and are often capable of being
formed in eafy, cheap, and convenient methods. = See SHEEP-
Fold, and SHEEP-Houfe.

It is ftated in the Agricultural Report of the County of
Oxford, that at Clifton, Mrs. Latham has one of the moft
complete fheep-yards in it : a fhed furrounds three fides of
it, in which are racks and treughs for the fheep to take their
food from ; it is thirty-one yards in length and fixteen in
breadth ; the fheds being five yards broad. This fheep-yard
does very well for two hundred ewes, The ewes are ufually
brought into the yard from four to fix weeks before the
lambing-time, and continued in it until that is over, going
out however in the day-time. This is faid to be confidered
as a very excellent method, but attention muft be paid in it,
that the dung does not accumulate, as by its fermentation
the fheep are liable to be injured. It fhould, of courfe, be
carted out in a repeated manner. When not removed fo
often as to prevent its taking on heat, it has alfo been found,
in Effex, to prove dangerous to lambing ewes, as well as
ewes and lambs. ' .

The fheds may be raifed on the fidés of thefe yards fo. as
to ferve as fences alfo. Stubble, haulm, and other fimilar
matters, may likewife be made to form warm walls as the
outfide fences of them.

All yards of this fort fhould be kept conftantly well
littered with {uitable fubftances of that kind, upon found-
ations laid with good earth, fand, or fome other proper
material. .

In {fome large fheep diftri&s, as the South Down, in Suflex,

the farmers have fometimes two or three of thefe yards, which

~ are well fheltered for the fheep to lie down in at night, in

very rainy and ftormy weather. In fome inftances a yard
of this nature, including the fheds, comprehends a {pace of
not lefs than three hundred and fifty-five f{quare yards; the
theds around which are about four yards wide. The whole
are kept, for the moft part, thoroughly well littéred down.
They are commonly extremely warm, and found to preferve
many lambs in bad weather. The whole of the circum-
ference around them, in fome cafes, has a rack for contain-
ing hay. .

In the Dorchefter diftri& of the firft of the above counties,
natural grafs being extremely {carce, ftraw is givep in large
quantities to fheep, as foon as ever the frofty mornings come
on ; barley-ttraw 1s had recourfe to in thefe yards, or in ftand-
ing pens ; and afterwards bean-and pea-ftraw, which they are
very fond of : they pick off the pods and tops, and do very
well with thefe fubftances. Thefe forts of ftraw are occa-
fionally carted to the field for their ufe; and what they da
not confume, broeught back to the yards; a practice which
is purfued to the faving a great many tons of hay. Such
dung as is made in this way is found to be very good.

Peas may likewife be applied in thefe yards, or other
ways, in fattening lambs, the mothers of which are at turnips.
They are given in troughs, fix or cight weeks after the lan}bs
have been dropped. By the lambshaving the liberty of running
through the openings in the hurdles, where the field mode
is followed, it is often fome time before they will take to }his

ort
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" {ort of foed, but théy moftly come on gradually, until a {core
will eat a peck a day. Peas are fometimes given in this
manner, till they reach fix fhillings a bufhel, and found to
anfwer. A great many forts of food of thefe and other
kinds may be ufed with fuperior advantage for fheep in thefe
yards, and a vait fupply of good manure be provided at the
fame time.

Sueep-Clatter, in Rural Economy, a term applied in fome
theep diftri&s to the perfon who has the care of clatting the
ewes jult before the lambing-time begins.

Suggp-Lamber, a name given to the perfon who has the
care and management of the ewe-flocks, which are under the
ftate of lambing, in fome theep diftricts. It is of very great
advantage to a fheep-farmer to have a careful, fteady, aétive
lamber, unlefs he attends to the bufinefs himfelf, which is
always the beft way where it can be done ; as few will be
found who are fufficiently attentive and diligent at this pe-
riod; and, of courfe, muck lofs may be {uftained. Where
perfons are hired for this purpofe, they fhould, it 1s fup-
pofed, be rather elderly than young, as being more expe-
rienced and lefs apt to be hafty, as the bufinefs is intricate,
tedions, and often fubje& to much trouble, confufion, and
diforder, which ftand in need of 2 great deal of patience to
have them properly attended to and reftitied. If they are,
or have been lookers, it is fo much the better, but this is
far from being always the cafe, even in the principal fitua-
tions where fheep are kept. In the great fheep diftrict of
Romney-Marfh, it is the cuftom for the lambers to have the
{kins of the dead lambs as a perquifite, which are ufually fold
at about gs. the dozen. 'This is certainly a bad pradlice,
as it tends to the making of rogues. The intereft of the
fheep-mafter and his fervant, which vught to be the fame,
are feparated, as what is the lofs of the ome is the gain
of the other, and much injury and difappointment refult
from it.

In the above great diftri& for fheep, it is ufual for the
famber to go his regular rounds at four o’clock in the morn-
ing, and to continue with the ewes until about feven or eight,
returning to the fiekds until dinner-time ; then going off
again at one, and returning about five ; fetting off on his
laft round at fix o’clock, when he does not return until

dark. There is indeed fometimes-fo much to do, that he
cannot come home above once or twice a day : the lambing
fhould on no account be ever left until the lamber has every
thing in a fair way, efpecially at the time of night.

SHEEP-Looker, the name of the perfon who has the
overlooking and management of the fheep-flocks, in fome
diftriGts. Perfons of this kind fhould always be of careful,
fteady, a&ive difpofitions; with fufficient experience, and a
full knowledge of the different modes of fheep management.
See SHEPHERD. *

Swueep Lambing-Hooks ard  Marks, the inftruments of
the hook and mark -kind, which are made ufe of in laying
hold of the lambs, and in marking them, in particular cafes
and circumftances. In the former the handle is about f{even
feet in length, the head, or circular open part, three inches
in width ; the neck, or opening part to it, two inches and
one-eighth wide ; and the guide, or bill, fix inches and a
half in length. The latter have the hardles.about feven
inches and a half long, with ftraight and curved or circular
marks at the ends, one inch and three-eighthsin length, and
one inch and two-thirds in width, infide the circle. Thefe
inftruments are very ufeful on many occafions.

SHEeEP Hay-Rack, that fort of rack which is provided
for the ufe of fheep in their confumption of hay and other
{orts of fodder of the fame nature, They are made in many
different ways, as open or covered on the tops, and boarded

or barred up a little height at the bottom part, as well as
raifed on low wheels, or wholly without them.

They are ufually from about fix to nine feet in length,
and about two feet and a half in height ; the fpace for the
hay at the top about one foot ten inches, but which is {ome-
times contraéted at the bottom {o as for the two fides to come
nearly together, ftanding out in the manner of common
horfe racks. 'The openings for the fheep to feed through
from three, four, or five inches to feven or eight. The
{maller they are the lefs lofs there will be, provided they are
fufficient for-the fheep getting at the fodder. The bars and
boards put at bottom 1n fome forts of thefle racks prevent
the animals getting into them. When formed with covers
and {creens for keeping the hay or other food, and the theep,
while feeding, from being wet ; they are the moft complete,’
efpecially if, at the fame time, they be-provided with low
wheels, {o as to be capable of being moved from place to
place. In {mall racks, where wheels are put at one end, they
can be eafily moved about.

Thefe racks are of very great ufe and convenience on all
farms where fheep are kept in any quantity. See Rack.

Sugep Corn-Bin, any fort of trough or bin formed for
the purpofe of containing the corn, or any other fimilar kind
of food for theep, either in fattening, or in other modes of
managing them. Bins or troughs of this nature are ufually
contrived in a light manner, fo as to be moveable on low
wheels ; having covers at fome height over them, fupported
from below by the ends and upright pieces in fomewhat the
roof-form, fo that the wet may be prevented from getting
to fuch provifions, and the fheep enabled to feed dry. They
are generally made very narrow, but of confiderable length,
the box or trough for the food having only the depth of a
few inches. _

Sheep-bins of this fort are very neceflary and ufeful in many
kinds of fheep management.

Sugep-Dung, the manure afforded by fheep, which, by
means of proper folding in yards properly littered with ftraw,
ftubble, &c. -may, in many cafes, be increafed to a confider-
able ‘extent, fo as to render it an obje&t with the farmer.
See Dune, FoLpiNG of Sheep, and MANURE.

Suegp- Drains, a name fometimes given to thofe {mall
drains which are frequently formed upon the more {oft and
damp fheep-walks and paftures in different parts of the
kingdom, in order to render them in a ftate of greater dry-
nefs. ‘They are often made not more than two feet in width
at the furface, and one fpit and the fhovelling in depth.
They are moft {uited to that {ort of wetnefs where the bot-
tom is of a clayey or tilly nature. Such fort of work can,
in fome places, often be done at three-halfpence the rood of
fix Scotch ells. Thefe drains fhould conftantly have a
gentle flope or declination acrofs the. declivities of the
grounds on which they are made.

Sueep-Farm, that fort of farm which is principally
conduéed under fome {yftem of theep management. Many
fituations are fuited to fome branch of this hufbandry, which
cannot be converted to the purpofes of raifing grain or fat-
tening cattle, &c. See SHEEP, and Farm.

The more dry the lands are, and the more fine and fhort the
grafs is which is upon them, the better and more properand
{uitable they are, in general, for the purpofes of theep-farms.
‘Where the {ubftratum is of a lime-ftone quality, thisis moftly
the cafe, in the moft favourable degree. But in many in-
ftances now, arable farms are likewife fheep-farms, to a very
confiderable extent ; artificial food being grown and raifed
for the fheep-ftock in fufficiently fuitable proportions.
There is probably much advantage in this combination in
all cafes in which it can be properly admitted. Sheep-
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farms thould.conftantly be formed with great attention to
the nature of the grafs, the expofure, and the fhelter for the
ahimals. They fhould alfo be kept dry and in good order
on the. furface, with every fort of proper convenience for
the management of fheep. See Sueee-Hufbandry, and
FarMmiNG.



