LACE, in the Mewfindures, is formed of thresd, cotton,
or fill, wouen into nonety the methes of which are varsed in
whoir Bgtivr, secording to the delign of the pattern; 25 oc-
kagans, Eu:-:-::gun-:, Sree Ee. The bes i3 alln ovnamented
by a chread, mach thicker than dhe thread  forming the net,
wlhich b waven in aoty the mefbes, 1 the Grure of Bowers,
wnid oalisr fantadtic cueves 3 unon e h-,-;un!,- Al '-'I'-'l-'.“"":" nf
which, the walue of ke laze ljl.'l:ll:"lll.'i"h 1'las thick leead is
called the gimg.

Lace s made upan a pillow or cofhios, upon which a
piece of [ parchiment is dbeetched, havieg a number of
lwalss pricked through i, to form @ peteern of the weaded
bige. Threugh shele holes, ping are ack inso the pillow §
and the threads, woumd vpon {mall bobbins, e woven
araund the ping, and twilled voand cach olber in various
wWayE, 10 form the foguired pattern.  This procels & oex-
tremely tedwouas, particularly for the wide lages, with coms-
Plivatcd patbesne; and theugh it is extremely ewprpﬂret;:
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the couflumer, the people (chirfly in Bedford and Dacking-
hamfhire) who manufadture it con only obtain {ufficient to
fupport a wretched exiftence, by the moit ireeffant exertion,
Of late years, the manuvfallurers of Nottingham have di-
reted their ingenuity to imitate this {pecies of lace by ma-
chinery, in which they have fucceeded molt perfecily : but
flll it is ouly an imitation, the knot or loop of the mcthes
being effentially different.  Tn the pillow lace, the net or
meihes may be deferibed, by {fuppofing a number of vounes,
each formed of two or more threads twiiled rownd cach
ather: thefe are extended parallel; but at every two or
three {piral turns of thefe ropes, the firands or threads com-
poling one rope are twilted around with thofe of its neigh-
beur, and then return to he twilted with ite own: and this
reciprocally of the whole number forms a netting 5 the figure
of the methes depending upon the number of turns which
are made, before the twift is changed from onc vope to the
next.  To form a lace of this defcription. it is cffential that
the ends of each thread be detached, and capable of being
twifted over the adjacent threads.  This is eafily done by
the hand wpen the pillow, by twilling the bobbins round
each other ; but has many dificulties which prevent its per-
formance by machinery

The Nottingham lacy is only a modification of the ftitch
or loop of which flockings are made ; ali the methes being
formed by a continuance of one thread, which is, by the
machine, formed into loops & whole courfe (that is, length
of the intended picce of lace) at once, by prefling it down
alternately over and under Letween a number of paraliel
needles ; a fecond courfe is then made of fimilar loops on
the {fame needles, and the loops of the fisft zre drawn through
thofe of the fecond, in fuch a manser a5 to form mefhes by
retaining the firft loops ; the fecond are 1hen retained by 2
third courfe, and this by a fourth, and fo on. The nia-
chine is very nearly like a common ftocking-frame, but pro-
vided with an additional apparatus, which can he readily
applied. It confifts of a {rame, containing a wumber of
needles, which we will call points: thefe are introduced be-
tween the fixed needles of the ffocking-frame, and a certain
number (one half, for inftance) of the lnops in the thread
are taken off the fixed needles upon thefe points, which are
moved eadways, the {pace of two, three, or more fixed
needies, and put down upon them again. Another fet of
Joops is now taken upon the points, and moved in the op-
pofite direction ; by this means, croffing the loops over each
other, and forming mefhes, the figure of which wi:l depend
upon the number of needles it is thus carried over. But as
this admits of no great variety of patterns, another machine
has been invented, which is much more exteunded in its ap-
plications.  Like the former, it has the parts of the ftock-
mg-frame, but differently made. The thread is, in this,
rolled upon a cylinder, in the fame manner as a weaver’s
beam ; as many threads being wound round it as there are
needles in the frame. Thefe threads pafs through eyes in
the ends of {mall points, called guides, which are oppofite
the needles 5 and thele guides are fixed on two bars, cach of
which has half the guides fattened init, that is, one guide is
fail in one bar, and the next in the other, and {o eon alter-
nately of the whole. Tach of the guides prefents a thread
1o its needle, and are all at once moved by the hand to twilt
the threads two or three times round the needles which are
oppafite them; the loop is now made in a manner fimilar to
the other frame. The next time, the alternate guides are
fhifted endways, {o as to apply themfelves to other needles
than thofe they were oppofite before. This croiies the
thread, o as to make a net: but the quantity which is
4hifted endways is altered every time, by meuns of the ma.
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ciunery, fo as to move a certain number of needles; which
numoer is altered every time; to produce the pattern, Al
the parts of this machize, exceptiie guides, are moved by
means of treadles, indtead of ufing thc bands, as in the com-
mon flocking-frame, 'I'he net prodoced by thefe frames is
woven in bacds of the widib of the intended lace, leaving a
metfls than the others, through which the divition is to
be ade to the Jace nto narrow ftrips.  DBefors
cuttivg tp in this mauner, the Liee is foread in a frame, and
a common ucedle with o tivck thread 15 worked in the
wefhes, to initate the gimp, according to the pattern for
which the lace 15 meeaded.

e ace trade of Nottingham has been carried to a very
arest vstenty bat is at prelent in a ftate of Raguation, being
chicly dependent on foreign trade, as it has never been i
fuch great repute with the Britifh ladies. '

Tace s alio made of o' and _filver thread (which fee),
much i the fune mauner as the bone or bloud lace above
deferibed, "The importation of gold and filver lace is pro-
hibited.  Geeat guantitios of the finelt blond luces have
been imported from Flanders, By 3 Geo. I1IL c. 21, and
5 Geo. [T1, ¢ 48, if auy perfon fhail import any rilibands,
laces, or girdles, not i Great Bntain, whetlier the
fame fhall be wrought of 3lk alone, or mixed with other
materials, the fame {hall be torfertedy and may be feized by
any officer of the cuiloms, in whatever importers’, venders’,
or retallers” hands they may be found; and the importer,
and every perlon aflilting therein, avd the venders and re-
tailers in whofe cuilody they fhail be found, or who tha'l {clf
or expole the fame to fale, v conceal with intent to prevent
the forfeiture, thall forfeit refpectively 200l with colls;
baif to the king, and half to the officer who fhall inform and
profecute,




